
  

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 

 

            manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

Third Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m. 
 Fellowship Hall 

 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

August 2014 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

  
 

 

Step  
 
 

Made a list of all persons we had 
harmed, and became willing to  

make amends to them all. 

 
Tradition  

 

Alcoholics Anonymous should  
remain forever nonprofessional,  

but our service centers may  
employ special workers. 

 
Concept  

 

The trustees are the principal  
planners and administrators of  

over-all policy and finance. They  
have custodial oversight of the  

separately incorporated and  
constantly active services,  

exercising this through their ability  
to elect all the directors  

of these entities. 

 
 
 

1 -  Brotherly Love  
2  -  Reflection  
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June Office Statistics 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Desert Lifeline 
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of  

publication in the following month’s issue. 
 

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 

Chairman: Ginny P. 
Vice Chairman: Traci N. 

Treasurer: Mike M. 
Secretary: Joe A. 

 

Directors 
Carole C. 
Carol C. 

Garrett D. 
Rosemary H. 

Rob L. 
 

Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 
Office Manager: David M. 

Lachelle S. 8  

Alisa E. 11 

Nicole 14 

Gary P. 20 

Rick S. 24 

Liz 25 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  

  

Meeting Info 54 

12 Step Calls                                                                  6 

Visitors 67 

Literature Sales           133 

Al-Anon 1 

Other 12 Step 6 

Miscellaneous  87 

Business 22 

TOTAL: 367 

Thanks to all who are of service.  
You make a difference! 

TeleService Report 

I am very grateful for the many volunteers that keep 
our phone available after hours for those who are in 
need of information or just talk to another alcoholic. 

The new TeleService system is working well and 
keeps me in the loop each morning when messages 

are left, and the volunteers and I can respond as 
necessary. Thanks to Paul A. and Garrett D. for their  

support with this vital part of our Fellowship.   
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Memories of Joyce S. 

Commemorating her 25 years as Director of ‘the House of Hope’ 

 
I came to the House of Hope in November.  There was another lady there at the time – Carla – who Joyce had 

roomed with two years before.  She told me all the time it was because of her that she stayed at the House of 

Hope.  Many times she wanted to leave, but Carla gave her the courage to stay and finish her program with a 

woman named Mary Lee.  I had been at the House of Hope three months when Joyce came in to assist Carla; she 

was given a twin bed in the back facing the window.  She always wore her cowboy boots, leather vest and jeans 

with a handkerchief bandana.  She came to temporarily help out … and ended up staying there for 25 years. 

I thank God every day for that lady.  She came at a time when there were a lot of things that weren’t helping the 

Soroptimists House of Hope; my personal belief is that she helped build a strong foundation by assessing what 
was healthy for the girls and what wasn’t.  I was almost thrown out for something I didn’t do and would have 

done six years in prison.  Joyce stood up for me and said, “She’s not going anywhere.”  The woman that was 

found out to be drinking two week later was removed.  I believe that was my turning point.  I knew Joyce 

believed in me, and it was time for to change, to quite hurting my friends and family and become a lady. 

Everyone was afraid of Joyce, and many called her ‘dragon lady’.  I admit, at times she could be a little scary.  

She had a favorite saying:  “P****es don’t make this program” and said the girls needed to know this was life 

and death, not a game.  They needed to take this time and work their program.  Joyce had a way of planting seeds 
all the time; she would open doors that had been closed.  She said, “Wouldn’t you like to be with someone for all 

the right reasons?” 

Today I have a beautiful life with a wonderful husband who treats me with dignity and respect.  Joyce said if you 

could have five things, what would be your list in order:  1 – Respect; 2 – Home; 3 – Business; 4 – Good man; 5 

– Children.  At the top of the list was respect because I had lost that many years before and didn’t even know the 

meaning anymore.  Today I do know what the word means, and when she told me not to let that gambling 

husband buy me anything on my first day pass, I believed in her.  When he asked, I said no.  She asked, I could 
tell her he didn’t buy me anything, and she told me I was worth more than the diamond ring or whatever price 

was for that day. 

Today I own my home, have worked for the same insurance company for 23 years, have a son that served in the 

Army six years and was given two Purple Hearts in honor of valor achieved being a range and sniper.  He has a 

baby on the way and owns his own home.  My daughter has struggled with her drug addiction and has been given 

a bed twice at a women’s facility, and we are looking at soon getting her in again.  I pray every day God will 

work his miracle in her life.  The seed has been planted, and she does know there is a different way of life.  Joyce 

had to lose one of her daughters to this disease of addiction, but her other daughter remained clean and sober 
many years. 

Joyce gave 100% all the time, even when she didn’t feel good, and she gave everything she could.  I will 

continue to honor the legacy she gave me and have women I sponsor with 25 years, 19 years and 16 years.  They 

all got clean and sober with mamma Joyce as the director.  We continue to share her message; God doesn’t make 

junk!  We are perfect in His eyes and believe we are God’s kids as she was.  Joyce was say that as long as you 

put this program first and work with God’s kids, everything is going to be alright.  If she was her, I would tell her 

how much I love her and how much she means to me and my family.  But I can’t know and know she’s in that 
meeting in the sky with her heavenly Father and at peace.  I believe in divine intervention and perfect timing.  

Joyce, you were my Angel, my rock and most of all … my Hero! 

 

Love Always 

Miss Jana 

 

P.S. As Joyce would say, “Good morning, Lord, this is your day, show me the way.” 
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June Volunteers at Central Office 

Alan S. 
Angelina B. 

Ann K. 
Bob M. 
Brad L. 

Dallas E. 
Dennis H. 

 
 

 
Dyana S. 
Kathy P. 

Mary Ann C. 
Mary-Ann Mc L. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Michael W. 
Mollie B. 
Molly S. 

Patrick L. 

Paul A. 
Paul B. 

Peggy M. 
Roger F. 
Rivers V. 
Tom O’M. 
Tracy M. 
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Book of the month 
 

Living Sober 
Hard cover edition 

 

Normally $4.25-  this month $3.25 

 
September 26-28 2014 

 
63rd Annual Southern California AA Convention 

“Sunlight of the Spirit” 
Town & Country Convention Center 

San Diego, California 92108 
 

http://www.aasocal.com 
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.   
You can also find them on our web site  —  www.aainthedesert.org 

 

Desert Lifeline, August 2014 

August Puzzle 
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Tradition Eight 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional,  
but our service centers may employ special workers. 

  

 
This tradition cuts to the very core of A.A. To me it simply says that Alcoholics Anonymous is just one 
drunk talking to another to stay sober. This to me is the very essence of A.A. I have held many positions 
in my almost sixty years on this planet but above all I am first and foremost an Alcoholic.  
 
Professionals in A.A. would probably destroy this program as we know it. As an Alcoholic, I need a level  
playing field. I need to be able to walk into a meeting (no matter where I am) and feel at home. 
 
I went to Laughlin last weekend and attended the morning meetings at the “Bullhead City Alano Club”. I 
only go there a couple times a year with the bowling league, but the friends that I have made there 
remember me and I am at home there. 
 
No professionals, just people like you and me, and of course “Whiskers”, the neighborhood dog, who 
shows up on time and stays quietly through the whole meeting. I personally would be a lost soul without 
this program and the friends that I have in it. It is a gift from God and I will always try to respect that. 
 
Alcoholics Anonymous will always be a safe haven to us as long as we respect and operate within the  
traditions and concepts of this program. 
 
             Anonymous 

RIGHT ON TIME 

They say four billion years ago life showed its face on earth. 

They knew not then, that man would be, the product of that birth 

Then grapes appeared upon the vine, eight thousand years just 

past. 

Their juice, when crushed, seemed harmless, when enjoyed with 

repast. 

But like all things that seem so fine, and too good to be true, 

a darker side revealed the lure that many came to rue. 

When smitten by this patient foe the bearers have no shield, 

and when the choice is yea or nay, the stricken always yield. 

So shameful was this malady, a moral thing they said. 

Their families kept their secret safe, long after they were dead. 

Centuries have come and gone, since first it got its grip, 

and one in ten would pay the price, when venturing one sip. 

Then God saw fit to intervene and offer up a choice, 

and Bill and Bob were listening, and heard his loving voice. 

How fortunate we are today, to be among the first, 

to have been chosen, at this time, to quell that deadly thirst. 

The wisdom of eight thousand years is laid before our feet. 

How blessed to have it waiting, when I stumbled in defeat. 

When pondering the suffering crossed, that vast expanse of time, 

I would not waste one moment of, His precious gift sublime. 

Rick R.   Poway, Ca. 

When I sat down with my sponsor to do my 
fifth step, she said to me,  

"I have no secrets of my own that I will take 
to the grave. However, I will be taking yours." 
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Concept Eight 
 

The trustees are the principal planners and administrators of over-all policy and 
finance. They have custodial oversight of the separately incorporated and 

constantly active services, exercising this through their ability to elect all the 
directors of these entities. 

  

 Concept 8 deals with the manner in which the Trustees of the General Service Board discharge 

their obligations and delegate their executive function to its two subsidiary corporations: A.A. World 

Services, Inc., and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc.  The Trustees are the guarantors of good management of A.A. 

World Services, Inc. and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. The Trustees of the General Service Board meet this 

daunting responsibility by electing the Directors of these service arms, a part of whom must always be 

trustees. The executive direction of these functions is embedded in the service corporations themselves, 

rather than the General Service Board. Each corporate service entity should possess its own bylaws, its 

own working capital, its own executives, its own employees, its own offices and equipment.  Thus the 

Trustees are not burdened or distracted by the little details and endless questions which arise daily in the 

routine operation of the General Service Office or the publishing operations, including the Grapevine. 

 When this concept was written, Bill emphasized that an early mistake of the General Service Board 

was trying to run the service functions directly.  The result was “too much concentration of money and 

authority.” The board must devote itself almost exclusively to the larger questions of policy, finance, 

group relations and leadership. The board’s attitude must be that of custodial oversight. 

 Concept 8 has served us well since 1962. But much has changed in the financial picture the last 60 

years.  The separate service corporations of A.A. World Services, Inc. and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. are 

facing huge challenges in this area.  This separation has, to date, allowed us to avoid the concentration of 

money and authority. We have placed our reserve funds with the Trustees, and divided our total working 

capital between A.A. World Services, Inc. and The A.A. Grapevine, Inc., each entity having its separate 

executive.  Maintaining this separation may not be enough to meet the challenges we now face.  Concept 

8 may be in need of a change.  A plan to change our separately incorporated structure (introduced by 

Ward Ewing, Class A Trustee) will be submitted to the 63rdGeneral Service Conference. 

 As we write this article, 93 Delegates, 21 Trustees, our A.A.W.S and Grapevine Directors along 

with the General Service Office and Grapevine staff members are all working hard at finding a “needful 

change”. We pray that their efforts are fruitful. 

Shirley and Mike O. 

Past District Delegates, 2012 

Area 69 Salt Lake City, Utah 

Panel 51 and Panel 55 respectively 
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Step Eight 
 

Made a list of all persons we had harmed  
and became willing to make amends to them all. 

 

 I've mentioned I'm now in Step 8 ["Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to make 

amends to them all"] of the 12 Steps, getting ready for Step 9. Reliving my past errors is harrowing at times—I've 

noticed that when I recall the disasters I've created in my life I feel the shame flare up and burn through me like a 

flash fire—but knowing I'm making amends for them soothes me like a balm and I feel purified when all is said and 

well-done. 

 Another beneficial aspect of Steps 8 & 9 is that these are the first steps of the 12 that involve other people. 

Steps 1-7 are all about working on myself from the inside, while now i need to take this work and focus it outward, 

on my relation with others. 

 Let me tell you, this step could not come soon enough. 
 Like many alcoholics, i imagine, I'm pathologically shy. Alcohol was a way for me to overcome this fear of 
talking to people and it even worked for a certain time (usually the first bottle of wine). Now, by razing my past, by 
“Cleaning my Slate”, I'm removing any need I have to feel inferior, to feel “less than”, in my social interactions. 
Hopefully, this will help me to me more secure and “right-sized” when I continue my interactions with others. 
 I'm sure I've told this story here on these pages somewhere but as this came up in my 8th Step work (Made a 
list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to make amends to them all) and i also can’t be bothered to 
search through my posts to link to it, I'll just retell it as briefly as I can. 
 One Friday night here in Yeaman, after the weekly cocktail party where I work, I followed some of my 
colleagues to a Scottish pub for the pre-after party. i was not drunk, I was totally s***faced. I spoke very rudely on 
the underground, embarrassing my friends because I didn’t think anyone spoke English in the subway car, until a 
young woman standing nearby informed us in no uncertain terms that she did. 
A t the bar, I went to order a beer and noticed the barmaid was attractive (i was single at this time), so I 
decided to say something out of the ordinary, something edgy, to catch her attention and stand out from the crowd. 
I don’t remember what I said. The next thing I do remember is the barmaid was in tears, my coworkers were leading 
me outside, and the furious barman/owner was telling me I was barred for life. 
 Jumping ahead to tonight… At the meeting, a young lady in her mid-late 20’s was celebrating 5 years of 
sobriety and was talking about how she had lost everything (her job, her apartment, her family) to her disease 
before realizing she needed help. 

 When it came my turn to share I said: 

“When I was drinking, I felt like a broken toy. Like those toys under the bed in the 

evil kid’s house in Toy Story where the heads are on the wrong bodies. And like 

them, I knew I was beyond repair. That was my destiny. I had to accept the fact that 

i was alone and living in the dark and there was nothing I could do to get fixed.” 

 The most amazing thing for me when I entered the program was realizing I was not broken by nature. That I 

could be repaired. All I had to do was to follow the steps. And as I took those steps and followed the advice, I slowly 

came out from under the bed and into the light. 

 As I spoke, I glanced up at her and saw she was crying. She was not crying because I had humiliated or hurt 

her, but because my words resonated with her. 

 
 If anybody tells you that using is better than recovery, they’re full of Schlitz. 

 
Clean Sl8 

Posted by Al K Hall 
Blog Archives 

www.http:alkhallanonymous.com 

http://www.12step.org/the-12-steps/step-8.html
http://www.12step.org/the-12-steps/step-8.html
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
 

Rancho Mirage The Black Sheep Group  
         has moved to: 
  St. Garabed Armenian  
  Church of the Desert 
  38905 Monterey Ave.  
  Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org)  
for any changes  

since the printing of the newsletter. 

Sobriety Capital of the World 

Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

        8/1  -  Participation Meeting (MAAD Dog Days) 
   8/8  - Dennis B.    -  Indio, CA 
  8/15 -  Grace F.     -  Santa Barbara, CA 
  8/22 -  Darren P.    -  Orange County, CA 
  8/29  - Quincy J.    -  Tarzana, CA 

Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:30 p.m. 
 

   8/2    -  Podium Participation 
   8/9    -  Ben P.    Rancho Mirage, CA 
   8/16  -  Francine W.    La Quinta, CA 
   8/23  -  Jackie B.         Covina, CA 
   8/30  -  Debby A.         La Quinta, CA 



10 

 

 

July Puzzle Solution 
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 I was escorted to my first AA meeting following a three-day, non-stop binge. I must have 

presented a pitiful picture: bloodshot eyes, still mostly drunk and trembling — strange ‘music’ 

was echoing through my head.  But then, after a few weeks, I felt returned to my proper position 

as center of the universe.   When someone told me I was the most important person in the 

meeting, I could see they were absolutely right;  I would never let on, but I somehow ‘knew’ that 

it was all about me! 

 After a few marbles started spinning the same direction, I realized that it was time everyone  in the 

rooms realized just how smart I really was; I began discussing my opinion concerning atoms, molecules, the 

speed of light and all things metaphysical (whatever that means).     Just imagine my shock when Jack, a person 

I greatly respected, followed my share by stating: “When I talk, I try to make sense.”   That hurt my feelings! 

A few weeks thereafter, at a Hollywood meeting, someone shared a physical problem.   So, I just popped up and 

told of a certain drug I had read about that would probably work wonders.    I was proud of myself!  That is, till 

the next person shared that he had indeed tried that same drug in San Francisco, then decided to jump off the 

Golden Gate Bridge.  Oops! 

 Someone wrote that we spend the first half of our lives building up our protective false self (ego) — and 

the second half getting rid of it.  Well, after a few years of living the AA program of action (Twelve Steps) I 

began to see myself for what I really was — just another drunk, lucky to be sober by the grace of God!  Bill W. 

wrote: “Humility is the ability to see who and what we really are, coupled by the willingness to become what 

God will have us be.”   

 I once wondered how high up I could go in AA: A GSR,? — A DCM? — An Area Delegate to NY? — 

A Trustee?  Then came the down-to-earth answer: Sober!  Sober is the highest level any of us can obtain in AA.   

This realization should infuse continual humility into my deepest self — but it probably won’t.  

 

Bob S., Richmond, IN   

 From Egotism to Humility  
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When I was new, I'd call my sponsor with a problem and I'd pour out this terrible tale of 
woe and she'd say, "So what?" 
 
Excuse ME!?!?!? So WHAT!?!?!!? 
 
With time I came to see the wisdom of her response . . . most of my terrible tales of woe 
really are "so what's"! 
 
Today I know that with many things, I don't have to fix it or change it. I can just say 'so 
what' and go on about my day. Most of those things seem to take care of themselves. 
 
———————————————————————————————————————- 
 
Sponsor to Sponsee: The problem is that half of your brain manufactures BS and the 
other half believes it! 
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