
  

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
            manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

3rd Thursday of the month,  
6:30 p.m. 

 
General Service, District 9  
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 6:00 
p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 

Palm Desert, CA 92261 
 

Mid-Southern California Area 
(MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 

45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Email: 
webmaster@dcypaa.com 

February 2016 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert, serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 

 

 

Step  
 
 

Came to believe that a Power  
greater than ourselves could  

restore us to sanity. 

 
 

Tradition  
 

For our group purpose there is  
but one ultimate authority -  

a loving God as He may  
express Himself in our group  
conscience.  Our leaders are  

but trusted servants;  
they do not govern. 

 
 

Concept  
 
 

The General Service Conference of 
A.A. has become, for nearly every 
practical purpose, the active voice 
and the effective conscience of our 

whole society in its world affairs. 

Hope  - The feeling that what is wanted can be had  
or that events will turn out for the best; to believe,  
desire, or trust. 
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We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Desert Lifeline 
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of  

publication in the following month’s issue. 
 

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Lesa A. 9 yr. 

John M. 16 yr. 

Kris C. 20 yr. 

Dyana S. 30 yr. 

Paul N. 31 yr. 

  

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Traci N. 

Vice Chairman: Russell J. 
Treasurer: Ainslie M. 

Secretary: Lobo Mc G. 
 

Directors 
 

Geoff M. 
Sheri P. 
Sid B. 
OPEN 
OPEN 

 
Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 

 
Office Manager: David M. 

Rene E. 33 yr. 

Madeleine R 43 yr. 

Nick T 45 yr. 

Tom F 45 yr. 

  

Meeting Info 73 

12 Step Calls 3 

Visitors 87 

Literature Sales 188 
Al-Anon 3 
Other 12 Step 1 

Miscellaneous  140 

Business 39 

December Office Statistics 

TeleService Report 
Upon evaluation of the process recently, and 
an upgrade to our phone service, we have 
reduced the amount of technological training 
necessary for Teleservice Volunteers! Each 
day the volunteer taking the phones that 
evening will be reminded of their shift by our 
office staff and informed that the phones from 
Central Office will be automatically forwarded 
to their phone at the close of day. The neces-
sary information needed to follow-up with 12 
Step Calls, and the monthly calendar is availa-
ble on the website as before, but the logging 
on and disconnecting from a separate number 
is no longer necessary. This puts more volun-
teers involved personally with  each other, 
and makes the access more convenient. 
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2nd Step—We have gained a Partner 
Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity. 

  
HOW MANY times in the past few years I have felt the warmth, friendship, intense love that can be expressed only 
by one alcoholic for another as we attend our meetings and share. 
 
It was best expressed to me by a fellow alcoholic I was sharing a jug with down on the Bowery some years back, long 
before I came into AA. He put it this way. “Ya know, buddy, I’m going to tell you something, and don’tcha ever 
forgit it. There’s the love of a son for his mother. There’s the love of a brother for his brother. But there’s no greater 
love in this whole wide world than one drunken bum for another. 
 
How eloquently put, I always thought. The simple sincere honesty of it enveloped me and eventually became the 
hallmark of every action in AA. It was one of the major factors in my continued commitment to the AA way of life—
that is, until recently. 
 
Something was bothering me. I wasn’t losing any ground, but my the same token, Mt. Sobriety was getting harder to 
climb. The meetings were starting to lose some of their original luster, and at the same time, paradoxically, the 
periods between meetings seemed aeons longer. I knew from past experience that the answer had to be in the Twelve 
Steps, so I carefully went back over them. If the Second Step had had neon lights, it couldn’t haven’t have been any 
more obvious. I, who had been turned off hundreds of times by the religious nuts in the program, gleaned a ray of 
hope from this Step: “Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.” 
 
This was the answer, and I knew it. But it was a hard pill to swallow. I kicked it around for quite a while until it 
dawned on me that this was the introduction to the spiritual side of the program. Then, I began to look at it through 
the eyes of those who came before us. I realized that our predecessors in the program were desperate people. They 
had no AA to seek help from. There wasn’t any human being who could comfort them or alleviate their suffering. 
They were physically sick, mentally ill, and spiritually starved. They admitted in the First Step that alcohol was 
power greater than themselves, and they realized that no human being could help them overcome it. So why not 
appeal to a superhuman Being—or Higher Power, as we call it today—to help them out in their time of despair? 
 
Even if we can’t accept the words “God as we understand Him,” surely we can accept the possibility that there is a 
source of power greater than man’s, since it manifests itself by keeping the planets in orbit, the seasons of the year 
changing, night giving way to daylight, even the lonely blade of grass sprouting in the fields come springtime. The 
Second Step does not ask us to believe in this Power, but only to believe that this Power can work for us if we so 
desire. 
 
The simplicity of the Second Step became overwhelming. My ego retreated as soon as I became aware that I had 
relied on a power greater than myself most of my life—namely, alcohol, as expressed in the First Step. “We admitted 
we were powerless over alcohol…” The substitution of another power, a Power greater than myself, became even 
easier when I realized that the Second Step did not ask me to identify this Power, only to accept it on blind faith and 
to allow it to work for me. There would be plenty of time before I got to the Eleventh Step to improve my conscious 
contact with it. 
 
This, then, became the key that unlocked the spiritual side of the program for me. Now that I had the wrinkles out of 
my belly, as the saying goes, was I willing to accept , on blind faith, that which the first AA’s had to do in order to 
maintain their sobriety? The only rational answer I could come up with as yes. Today, I am extremely grateful. 
 
Each of the  Twelve Steps has its own reward for those who practice it and accept it for what it is. The Second Step 
offers us a partner, to aid us both in times of  joy and in times of despair. The loneliness that only an alcoholic can 
feel, whether by oneself or in a crowd, slowly but surely dissipates as a Higher Power is more fully employed in our 
times of need. We never  again have to be alone, for in surrendering a small bit of our ego, we have gained a powerful 
partner. 
  F.G. Queens, New York     Reprinted with permission of the Grapevine, October 1978 
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December Volunteers at Central Office 
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Char A. 
Catherine S. 

 
 

 
 

Darlene M. 
David T. 
Dyana S. 
Eileen C. 

Emil M. 
Gail S. 
Jay A. 
Jim B. 

Kathie P. 
 

 
 

 

 
Lobo Mc G. 
Marge C. 

Mary Anne C. 
Mike B. 

Rivers V. 
Sarah K (& Zeke) 

Steve P. 
Tonia B. 
Tracy M. 
Vickie G. 

Zebra Mark 
 

 

Book of the month 

Language of the Heart 

(Soft Cover) 

 

Normally $12.50— This month  $10.00 

Secretary Workshop 
 

 Saturday February 6th 2016   2:00 to 3:30 PM 
 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
35-325 Date Palm Drive 

Suite 134 
Cathedral City 

 

Come learn the ins and outs of being a secretary for a group.  
This is geared for both new and experienced secretaries. 

 

Please leave your contact information at Central Office to let us know you’re interested 
760.324.4880 David M. Office Manager 



5 

 

Desert Lifeline, February 2016 

February Puzzle 
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes  
since the printing of the newsletter. 

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 
 

     Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

2/5 Anya T. Los Angeles 

2/12 Charlie B. La Quinta 

2/19 Dan D. Beaumont 

2/26 Jeany T. Play Del Rey 

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
New Meeting 
Joshua Tree, the “”Straight Up AA Group” meets Wednesday 2:00 PM at the Faith Lutheran Church, 6336 Hal-
lee Rd.  
Palm Desert, The new “Thursday Night Live” meets at Cranked Vapors 74214 Hwy 111 at 10:00 PM 
 
Cancelled meeting 
Palm Springs, We Agnostics, AA Attitude Adjustment, 559 S. Palm Canyon Dr. Suite B105, 5:30 PM Sun-
day has been disbanded for the time being and another group has taken that time slot there, name to be an-
nounced soon. 
 
Meeting Name/ Time Change 
Palm Desert, The Thursday noon meeting at Fellowship Hall has changed it ’s name to “Rule 62 Group” (and 
it has nothing to do with the fact than my last name is mentioned in the 12 & 12 regarding this Rule!) 
 
Palm Springs, the 5:30 PM Thursday Women ’s meeting at  Our Savior’s Church Rm. 101 1020 E. Ramon has 
changed it’s name to match the format book they read to “Drop the Rock” 
 
Idyllwild , the 7:30 PM Discussion Meeting that meets on Saturday at the Spiritual Living Center/
Courtyard 26120 Ridgeview Dr. is now meeting at 5:30 PM 
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     Palm Desert Group -   

     Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

     Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
 

2/06 Suzy A.   Palm Desert 
2/13 Guitar Dave. Venice 
2/20 Pamela H.  Palm Desert 
2/27 Brett D.  Rancho Mirage 

Cornfield Meeting 

City Council Chambers, Palm Springs 
 

     Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

2/5 Todd T. Palm Desert 

2/12 Jackie E. Lake Forest 

2/19 Ray J. Rancho Mirage 

2/26 David P. Los Angeles 
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January Puzzle Solution 
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