
Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City, CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851

Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684
Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
2nd Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: PO Box 1843

Palm Desert, CA 92261

Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA)
PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, PO Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.aa.org

March 2015

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Step

Made a decision to turn our will
and our lives over to the care of
God as we understood Him.

Tradition

The only requirement for A.A.
membership is a desire to

stop drinking.

Concept

To insure effective leadership, we
should endow each element of

A.A. - the Conference, the General
Service Board and its service

corporations, staffs, committees,
and executives - with a traditional

“Right of Decision.”

Commitment - a pledge or promise; obligation;

engagement; involvement; the act of committing,
pledging, or engaging oneself.
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January Office Statistics

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Traci N.
Vice Chairman: Carole C.

Treasurer: Mike M.
Secretary: Rosemary H.

Directors
Rob L.
Joe A.

Ainslie M.
Russell J.
Geoff M.

Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M.
Office Manager: David M.

Britney S. 1 yr.
Josh S. 1 yr.
Lisa W. 1 yr.
Christina P. 1 yr.
Michael B. 1 yr.
Greg P. 1 yr.
Marie C. 1 yr.
Daniel Z. 2 yr.

Anita T. 4 yr.

Luz E. 18 yr.

Gary P. 20 yr.

Roy R. 31 yr.

John B. 37 yr.

Bob Z. 39 yr.

Dennis B. 44 yr.

Charles M. 16 yr.

Judith D. 30 yr.

Cody K. 8 yr.

TeleService Report
Our TeleService is being kept current by Central Office
Volunteers in order to keep our Calendar and the Tele-
Service volunteers information current. Your new Board
member, Russell J., has been diligent in coordinating

the new members willing to be of service
enhancing our ability to be responsible to any alcoholic

who calls after office hours. Please consider, yourself, or
any willing Sponsee in taking a shift to keep this vital

service available to the Fellowship and any Alcoholic in
need of support in Recovery.

Paul A. continues to be available to train new
members who sign up. Thanks, Paul, for continuing

to help make this a functioning project for us all!

Meeting Info 119

12 Step Calls 7

Visitors 58

Literature Sales 167

Al-Anon 3

Other 12 Step 5

Miscellaneous 55

Business 25

A belated Congratulation to Faith R. on her 36 years of Sobriety
last month. My apologies for not including you in the December
calendar. If any of you were interested in attending a meeting
with her sometime soon, you can likely find her at the new
meeting:

We Agnostics,
AA Attitude Adjustment, 559 S. Palm Canyon Dr. Suite

B105, 5:30 PM Sunday
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Step Three
Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God

as we understood Him.

Before I found AA, I was spiritually broken, and my life was definitely unmanageable. I saw no
hope for myself and refused to believe that there was such a thing as “God” or that my life was anything
more than a series of random, pointless experiences to be endured. I was isolating in my house and slowly
drinking myself to death. Today, nearly three years later, my life has completely changed for the better.

How did this happen? I honestly do not know, because I really am powerless and know so little.
What I do know is that by some miracle, I found my way into the rooms of Alcoholics Anonymous, and
through faith in a power greater than myself and willingness to do whatever it takes, I have been able to
stay sober and live a better life.

That I am alive at all is an act of grace. Hundreds of people in the rooms of AA have stood with
me, loved me, helped me believe in myself when I could not. It is such a relief today to be able to hand
my life over, to do the work and let go of the results. I am grateful to be alive, and grateful to AA for
giving me the tools to live a better life. I can never repay the gift that I have been so freely given, but I can
do my best to be of service and help those still suffering. It’s the least I can do.

Douglas B.

Concept Three

“To insure effective leadership, we should endow each element of A.A. - the Conference, the General
Service Board and its service corporations, staffs, committees, and executives - with a traditional "Right of

Decision".

Concept 3 is the "Right of Decision." As trusted servants (Tradition 2), our leaders are allowed to
decide which problems they will dispose of themselves and upon which matters they will report, consult,
or ask specific directions. We must trust our leaders to make the right decisions for A.A. as a whole.

"This "Right of Decision" should never be made an excuse for failure to render proper reports of all
significant actions taken; it ought never be used as a reason for constantly exceeding a clearly defined
authority, nor as an excuse for persistently failing to consult those who are entitled to be consulted before
an important decision is taken." Our ultimate authority is a loving God. If leaders are ineffective,
inefficient or abuse the 'Right of Decision', each group has the right to remedy the situation.

"Our entire A.A. program rests squarely upon the principle of mutual trust. We trust God, we trust
A.A., and we trust each other. Therefore we cannot do less than trust our leaders in service. The "Right of
Decision" that we offer them is not only the practical means by which they may act and lead effectively,
but it is also the symbol of our implicit confidence."

(quotes from The A.A. Service Manual/Twelve Concepts for World Service)



4

Desert Lifeline, March 2015

Tradition Three

The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking

It sounds like kind of a loophole. That someone can be a member of AA and not be
an alcoholic, yet merely desire to stop drinking. Some members feel that the openness of
AA to people with other addictions can use this tradition in its short form to be members of
AA yet not be alcoholics. I think those people are missing the point. It’s tough enough for
someone to come to us to ask for help. If asked immediately upon walking through the
door to declare that they are alcoholics (and after all, no one really wants to be one) they
might be scared right back out through the door. Stating openly, and immediately that the
desire to stop is your ticket in allows a new prospect, especially one who is shaky and
unsure, to comfortably take a seat and listen for a while. The rest will take care of
itself. Who among us has been to a meeting and not heard at least something they can
relate to? And where else in society are we going to hear such things? Part of “being
responsible” to carry our message is to make sure we are welcoming and open-minded
ourselves.

Some newcomers may want to stop drinking to save their jobs, marriages,

professional licenses or other things. Why should we care why they want to stop? Our job

is to educate (by example) them about our disease and shine the light on the pathway (the

steps) to recovery from alcoholism. The promises are the holy grail that awaits us by

working these steps, and anyone who wants to stop drinking deserves our guidance

through our steps. Then let them decide for themselves if they qualify for AA membership

simply because they want to stop drinking or because they are truly alcoholics. Either

way, we, they, their families and society are better off.

Rob L.

January Volunteers at Central Office

Alan S.
Ann K.
Bob M.
Brad L.

Dallas E.
Dennis H.
Dyana S.
Eileen C.

Emil M.
Jimmy Who?

Kathy P.
Ken L.

Lobo M.
Mary Ann C.

Mary-Ann Mc L.
Michael W.

Patrick L.
Paul A.

Peggy M.
Roger F.
Rivers V.
Ron D.

Susan B.
Tracy M.
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org

Desert Lifeline, March 2015

March Puzzle
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.

3/6 - Joseph W. - Palm Springs
3/13 - Carla R. - Tujunga
3/20 - Allen B. - Westside Hollywood
3/27 - Lori S. - Long Beach

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES:

New Meeting:

Palm Springs, We Agnostics, AA Attitude Adjustment, 559 S. Palm Canyon Dr. Suite B105, 5:30 PM Sunday

Meeting Location Changes:

Palm Desert, Sobriety Sisters will now be meeting at the Portola Community Center, 45480 Portola Ave. Palm
Desert, Thursdays @ 7:00 PM
(and needs support!)

Palm Desert, Fearless & Thorough Book Study Group, now meets at the Christ of the Desert Chapel 73-441 Fred
Waring Dr, Unit #1. 6:30 PM Tuesday

Palm Desert, the Sunday 9AM Serenity Group that met in Cathedral City for the last year (and previously met at
the Palm D’Or Theater) now meets at a new location:

Morningstar Plaza 73-733 Fred Waring Dr. Ste. 100

Palm Desert, the Sunday 3rd, 7th 11th Step Meeting now meets at a new location at a new time 10:30 A.M.
Morningstar Plaza 73-733 Fred Waring Dr. Ste. 100

Desert Lifeline, March 2015

Palm Desert Group -

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert

Saturday Night, 8:30 p.m.

3/7 - Javier M. - Monrovia
3/14 - Larry S. - Palm Desert
3/21 - Jeff G. - Upland
3/28 - Dr. Harry H.. - Rancho Mirage

Speaker / Q & A Discussion Meeting

Perez Plaza

Tuesday Night, 7 p.m. / 7:30 Q & A

03/03 - Joe B.
03/10 - Ric
03/17 - Joan
03/24 - To Be Announced
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February Puzzle Solution
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Book of the month

Daily Reflections
Normally $10.25—This month $9.50
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Dance With the Devil

I gave the devil his due

Now my drinking days are thru

The devil tried to twist my head

But with AA I twisted His instead

I now dance to a different song.

My God knew it all along,

It often takes my breath away

And at such times I kneel and pray.

Thank God for AA

Doug D.

The Apocalypse

He used to only come out at night.

Hyde filled me with nothing by fright! 

Answers were all I was looking for,

And all Hyde did was shut the door,

Then one morning came the dawn,

I looked in the mirror at a face so drawn!

I had to take a drink to chase the shakes away,

It dawned on me Hyde had come out to play!

The Four Horsemen rode with him,

I couldn’t see for my sight was dim.

They came…

ƚŚĞ�dĞƌƌŽƌ͕��Ğǁ ŝůĚĞƌŵĞŶƚ͕ �&ƌƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ĞƐƉĂŝƌ

And to them, there is nothing to compare!

I couldn’t judge anything anymore,

My life was in a constant uproar…

Then a hand touched my fevered brow

And to my God did I gratefully bow.

All the demons took flight, 

And with that came the Light!

I had found my answers, in AA

Doug D.

Sponsee: "How many really great AA speakers do you
think there are?"

Sponsor: "I really don't know, but I'm guessing that it's at
least one LESS than you think!"

—————————————————————————

Heard at the end of a meeting:

"Don't leave before the miracle happens!

But, don't leave AFTER the miracle happens, either!"
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http://www.desertpowwow.com
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Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert
Lifeline must be received by the 15th of the month for

consideration of
publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

You know how it seems that God puts
people in our lives just before we have to

walk through something really challenging?
Well, now I am REALLY afraid! I had three
women ask me to sponsor them this week -
-- what could God have planned that I need

THREE new Sponsees?????
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It has been my experience that often when I cannot decide between two (or more)
options, it's because the answer that would give me peace is actually, "None of the above.

——————————————————————————————————————--—
"Insanity isn't doing the same thing over again expecting different results. That's stupidity.

Insanity is knowing the answer and not applying it to your life.

———————————————————————————————————————

Pain is not the absence of spirituality. It is your better self trying to get out!
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