
  

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 

 

            manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m. 
 Fellowship Hall 

 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

March 2014 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 

 

 

Step  
 

 

Made a decision to turn our will  
and our lives over to the care of  
God as we understood Him. 

 
 

Tradition  
 

The only requirement for A.A.  
membership is a desire to  

stop drinking. 

 
 

Concept  
 

 

To  insure effective leadership, we 
should endow each element of  

A.A. - the  Conference,  the General 
Service Board and its service  

corporations, staffs, committees,  
and executives - with a traditional 

“Right of Decision.” 

Commitment   -  a pledge or promise; obligation; 

engagement; involvement; the act of committing, 

pledging, or engaging oneself. 



2 

 

January Office Statistics 

Meeting Info 50 

12 Step Calls                                                                  0 

Visitors 105 

Literature Sales           166 

Al-Anon 4 

Other 12 Step 3 

Miscellaneous  39 

Business 20 

  

Answering Service  

12 Step 4 

Meeting Info 15 

Other 11 

TOTAL: 417 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Desert Lifeline 
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of  

publication in the following month’s issue. 
 

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 

Chairman: Ginny P. 
Vice Chairman: Traci N. 

Treasurer: Mike M. 
Secretary: Joe A. 

 

Directors 
Carole C. 
Daniel M. 
Carol C. 

Garrett D. 
 

Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 
Interim Office Manager: David M. 

Thanks to all who are of service.  
You make a difference! 

Gary M. 1 

Heather G. 1 

Anita G. 3 

Gina G. 6 

Regina R. 10 

Tom R. 15 

Charles M. 15 

Daniel M. 26 

Kathy L. 26 

  

  

  

Judith Ann G. 29 
David M. 30 
Renee E. 31 

Jim K. 33 

Leslie D 35 

Rick S 37 

Bob Z. 38 

Bill C. 39 
Nick T. 43 
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STEP THREE 
Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood Him. 

 

We decided that hereafter in drama of life, God was going to be our Director.  He is the Principal; 

we are His agents.  He is the Father, and we 

are His children.  Most good ideas are simple, and this concept was the keystone of the new and 

triumphant arch through which we passed to freedom.* Alcoholics Anonymous-pg 62-par 3 

 

When I had 90 days of sobriety, I was happy for the freedom to choose not  to drink, one day at a time, 

but I was full of the fear of financial insecurity.  I had not saved money when I was drinking.  I spent 

money foolishly. The stress was like heavy metal weights on my shoulders.  It was time for me to take 

Step 3.  I got on my knees.  (I had been saying the Third Step prayer since my first day of sobriety, that 

had helped me stay sober but that wasn’t the same as sincerely taking Step 3.)  I told God that I heard 

in AA that “we will always get what we need, maybe not what we want, but we’ll get what we need”.  

I also told God, I’d love to be able stay in my home, but wherever was His Will, I was ready to accept 

it even if it meant I would have to move.  I meant what I said sincerely.  I was willing to accept God’s 

will for me and put my life in His Hands.  I said the 3rd Step Prayer:   

 

   “God, I offer myself to Thee- to build with me and do with me as Thou  

   wilt.  Relieve me of the bondage of self that I may better do Thee will.     

   Take away my difficulties, that victory over them may bear witness to  

   those I would help of Thy Power, Thy Love and Thy Way of Life.  May I 

   do Thy will always!” 

    … The wording was, of course, quite optional so long as we expressed the idea, voicing it 

without reservation.  This was only a beginning, though if honestly and humbly made, an effect, 

sometimes a very great one was felt at once.  * pg.63,  

  

That was my experienced and a powerful one!  The stress was immediately lifted from my shoulders.  

The phone rang the next day and I never did have to move from my home, though I was willing to do 

so if it be God’s will. 

   

Step 3 it a great fear reducer!  It is a step I need to take everyday.  It works! 

 

Annette S. - Roadrunners, Bermuda Dunes 

Want to get the Desert Lifeline delivered directly to you via email each month??  

Well…… now you can.   

Just go to the Central Office web site, www.aainthedesert.org,  

and follow the link to sign up!  

It’s just that easy!!   

And …….. It’s FREE!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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Tradition Three 
 

The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking 
 

When I came into the rooms of A.A.  I would notice some banners hanging on the walls, one 

stating our twelve steps and usually another banner stating our twelve traditions. In all honesty, 

 I had little desire to learn about our traditions, for at that time in my recovery I needed to get well 

NOW!!! So I got busy on the steps. 

 

As I stuck around, I began to realize just how important these traditions are. The traditions were 

formed to keep our A.A. groups from floundering and allowing A.A. to keep healthy 12 step work 

possible. 

 

I discovered that our twelve traditions were not officially recognized until 1950, sixteen years after 

our first addition of the Big Book was put to print. The rudiments of our traditions were stated in 

the forward to that first addition. The forward states that we are not an organization in the 

conventional sense. There are no dues or fees. We are not allied with any sect, denomination or 

faith. We just want to be helpful to those who are afflicted. So the only requirement for 

membership is an honest desire to stop drinking. (The word “honest” eventually was dropped.) 

 

Then I looked at the long form of tradition three and found that there was more, it states,” our 

membership ought to include all who suffer from alcoholism.” That tells me that no-one can be 

excluded, that A.A. will accept anybody, if they have the desire to stop drinking. A.A. does not 

want to deny anyone their chance to recover. 

 

Also stated in our third tradition long form, that A.A. membership ought not to depend on money 

or conformity. Bill W. wrote a wonderful article for the Grapevine in November of 1948. In the 

article he makes reference to the troubles a lot of the groups were experiencing. Who do we accept 

as members? What kind of alcoholics do we want in A.A.? Democrat? Republican?  Impoverished?  

Professional? No, the membership was splitting itself apart. Though it was agreed that most of our 

membership were outcasts and rebels and A.A. had to drop any conditions. 

 

 

Finally, it was decided that any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety may call 

themselves an A.A. group, that as a group they have no other affiliation. So through all the trials 

and tribulations, A.A. has persevered through many hard times. As I progress through my sobriety, 

I hope to better understand the glue that holds us together. I am aware we have a chapter in our 

book titled “How it Works” but as I learn from our traditions I see WHY it works. 

 

 

 

                                                                                   Jay A. Tue. Men’s Big Book  Palm Desert 
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January Volunteers at Central Office 

  Bob M. 
  Brad L 
Dallas E. 

  Dennis H. 
  Diane D 

  Ed J. 
  Emil M  
  Heidi A. 

John G. 
Joey W. 
Lori S. 

Mary Ann C. 
Mary Ann Mc L 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Michael W. 
Molly B. 
Patrick L 
Paul A. 

Peggy M. 

 
Roger F. 
Peggy M 
Roger F 
Steve P 
Tom O’M 
Traci M. 
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Book of the month 

As Bill Sees It  

(Soft Cover) 
 

Normally $7.75—This month $7.00 

Please note there are two meetings at 

Sunny Dunes that are in need of support: 
 

Living With Pain in Sobriety 
Fridays 2:00 to 3:00 PM 

 

Illness In Sobriety 
Thursdays 5:00 to 6:00 PM 

 

There are over 40 Gay AA Meetings held at 

Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Group  

each week.  
@ 

4711 E. Palm Canyon Dr. 

Rimrock Shopping Center 

Palm Springs, CA 92264 
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.   
You can also find them on our web site  —  www.aainthedesert.org 

 

Desert Lifeline, March 2014 

March Puzzle 
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Concept Three 
 

To insure effective leadership, we should endow each element of  
A.A. - the Conference, the General Service Board and its service  

corporations, staffs, committees, and executives –  
with a traditional “Right of Decision." 

  

Long Form: 
As a traditional means of creating and maintaining a clearly defined working relation  

between the groups, the conference and the AA general service board and its several  
service corporations, staffs, committees and executives, and of thus ensuring their effective  

leadership, it is suggested that we endow each of these elements with a traditional  
“right of decision”. 

 

At the heart of Concept Three is the right of decision. One could say that it is rooted in Tradition Two. So if we 

read the Long Form of Tradition Two it would read. For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority - a 

loving God as He may express Himself in our group conscience.  Well that doesn’t seem to say much in support 

of Concept Three. We come to accept that God – As we understand him is already making all the decisions. It 

just so happens that the Short Form of Tradition Two is longer than the Long Form. In the Short Form a second 

sentence is added. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern. And it is there, that we find the roots 

for Concept Three. The servants of AA, at all levels of service, we put our trust into.  You may have seen or 

heard of the Upside Down triangle that demonstrates the architecture of AA. My sponsor explained to me, that we 

as members of AA  are  the Presidents, the Groups are the Vice Presidents, the Districts are the Secretaries, and 

so on all the way down to the point. Where, our most trusted servants of AA World Service and The Grapevine 

work for us. I learned that, the deeper we get into Service. The less power and more of service we become to our 

fellows.  So when your group elects a GSR (General Service Rep). They become the servants to the Groups. 

When group GSR’s elect a DCM (District Committee Member). The DCM’s becomes the servants of all the 

Groups in the Districts. Then all the GRS’s and DCM’s elect Delegates to be of service to all the Districts in the 

Areas. Finally the Delegates gather at The General Service Conference in New York. To have a group conscience 

on what decisions our Trustees should make for AA as a whole.  Our Area 09 Delegate represents over 60,000 

Alcoholics in over 2,000 Groups. It’s no wonder why our Delegates sometimes feel overwhelmed with the 

amount of information that must be gone through. They want to be of maximum service to us, so they must prior-

itize. Concept Three acts as a reminder that the job of the Conference is to set policy, not set practices. Right of 

Decision is a great responsibility, carrying with it the importance of providing reasons why a decision was made. 

Then explaining the “reasoning” behind conclusions reached at the Conference, back throughout the Fellowship. 

An importance of Concept Three is to make distinction between sharing experience and lobbying at The Confer-

ence.   I am grateful for our Panel 62 Delegate. Because at my first Area 09 meeting. He took the time to explain 

to all of us how he exercised his “Right of Decision”.  At the Conference there was a proposal to add the words 

“No Soldier Left Behind” to one of our AA Pamphlets. It was our Areas conscience to agree with the proposal.  

We informed our Delegate to vote accordingly. However our Delegate voted opposite of our wishes and against 

the proposal. He had obtained new information from other Delegates, at the Conference, representing Canada.  

They explained how “No Soldier Left Behind” did not carry the same emotional weight and meaning in Canada, 

as it does in the US. It was his belief with other Delegates but not all of them. The addition was not needed to bet-

ter serve the still suffering Alcoholic.  The proposal did not pass. He was unable to return back to the Area, with 

the new information. Therefore, he used his Right of Decision to vote against the proposal as our trusted servant.  

Thank you to our Central Office for allowing me to share my experience and understanding of this Concept with 

you.  

Casey D. - Monday Nights Men’s Marauders Group, St. Margaret’s Church, Palm Desert  
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes  
since the printing of the newsletter. 

Unique visitors:  3,063 

Avg. visits/day:   190 

Avg. hits/day:   5,191 

Highest # of visits in a day:  225 

Highest # of hits in one day:   13,321 

Total visits:   5,904 

Visits per visitor 1.92 

Total hits:   160,940 

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

      3/7 -  Doug R.  -  San Fernando Valley, CA 
 3/14-  Phil U.      -  Banning, CA 
 3/21 -  Katya G. -  Woodland Hills, CA 
 3/28-  Joe F.      -  Venice, CA 
 

 January Website Usage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit: A series of  hits to the website over a specific period of time  
by one visitor. 

Hit:  A successful request to your web server from a visitor's browser 
for any type of file, i.e. an image, HTML page, an MP3 file, or any oth-
er type. A single web page can cause many hits - one for each image 

included on the page, etc. 

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
 

 

New Meetings 
 

Monday 6:30 PM Men’s Stag Christ Church of the Desert, 
Palm Desert, 73441 Fred Waring (room 1) MCSD 
 

Monday 5:45 PM 12&12 Coachella Valley Rescue Mission 
47-470 Van Buren St. Indio W B/S 
 

Tuesday 6:00 PM Village Ctr./Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center, 29 Palms D 
 

Wednesday 6:00 PM Village Ctr./Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center, 29 Palms D 
 

Friday 6:00 PM Village Ctr./Marine Corps Air Ground Com-
bat Center, 29 Palms D 
 

Tuesday 4:45 PM Fifth Tradition Group Sunny Dunes Hall 
4711B E. Palm Canyon Dr. Palm Springs W/D 
Meeting Changes 
Tuesday night 12 & 12 Study in Cathedral City Cove has 
changed it’s meeting time to 7:00 PM  
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Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:30 p.m. 
 

    3/1 -  Rick C. -  Palm Desert 
   3/8 -  Ernestine M. -  Redlands 
 3/15 -  Diana P. -  Rancho Mirage 
 3/22 -  Rhea T. -  San Bernardino 
 3/29 -  Michael K. -  Palm Desert 
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February Puzzle Solution 
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Great Gift Idea!! 
 

Do you ever struggle to find just the right gift for your sponsor, sponsee or friend in the program?  
How about a book and a card?  Both are available at Central Office.  Come browse  

our wide selection of books and cards, or go online at www.aainthedesert.org. 
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http://www.desertpowwow.com 
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