
  

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
            manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 

Intergroup Meeting  
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

3rd Thursday of the month,  
6:30 p.m. 

 
General Service, District 9  
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 6:00 
p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 

Palm Desert, CA 92261 
 

Mid-Southern California Area 
(MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 

45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Email: 
webmaster@dcypaa.com 

March 2017 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 

 

Step  
 
 

Made a decision to turn our will  
and our lives over to the care of  

God as we understood Him. 
 

 

Tradition  
 

The only requirement for A.A.  
membership is a desire to  

stop drinking. 
 

Concept  
 
 

To  insure effective leadership, we 
should endow each element of  

A.A. - the  Conference,  the General 
Service Board and its service  

corporations, staffs, committees,  
and executives - with a traditional 

“Right of Decision.” 

Commitment   -  a pledge or promise; obligation; 
engagement; involvement; the act of committing, 
pledging, or engaging oneself. 
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January Office Statistics 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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Robert A. 1 yr. 

Michelle B. 1 yr. 

Kristin S. 1 yr. 
Gene3 B. 4 yr. 

David. 5 yr. 

Anita T. 6 yr. 

Michelle S. 6 yr. 

Scott N, 9 yr. 

  

  

  

  

Cody K. 10 yr. 
Regina B. 13 yr. 
Donnie 13 yr. 

Lisa  13 yr. 

Angela L. 20 yr. 

Debrah U. 24 yr. 

Danny M. 29 yr. 

Nick T. 46 yr. 

  
  

 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Desert Lifeline 
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of  

publication in the following month’s issue. 
 

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Russell J. 

Vice Chairman: Geoff M. 
Treasurer: Ainslie M. 

Secretary: OPEN 
 

Directors 
 

Lobo Mc G. 
David T. 
Duane H. 
Dennis B. 
John G. 

 
Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 

 
Office Manager: David M. 

TeleService Report 
Upon evaluation of the process recently, and an 
upgrade to our phone service, we have reduced 
the amount of technological training necessary 
for Teleservice Volunteers! Each day the volun-
teer taking the phones that evening will be re-
minded of their shift by our office staff and in-
formed that the phones from Central Office will 
be automatically forwarded to their phone at the 
close of day. The necessary information needed 
to follow-up with 12 Step Calls, and the monthly 
calendar is available on the website as before, 
but the logging on and disconnecting from a sep-
arate number is no longer necessary. This puts 
more volunteers involved personally with  each 
other, and makes the access more convenient. 

Meeting Info 32 

12 Step Calls 11 

Visitors 37 

Literature Sales 94 
Al-Anon 0 
Other 12 Step 3 

Miscellaneous  34 

Business 14 
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Step Three 
Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God  

as we understood Him. 
 

 If this “God talk” is making you squirm, here’s the really good news…this step lets you off the 
hook and removes the pressure. I discovered the word God was just an umbrella word covering 
things like universe, nature, spirit, entity, higher power, the fellowship of AA, or whatever I wanted “it” 
to be. My sponsor had me write a classified ad “Sober Woman looking for God of her understanding 
and must have the following:” (then fill in whatever you want). 
 “The wording was, of course, quite optional so long as we expressed the idea, voicing it without 
reservation.” (Big Book pg 63). It was important at this juncture to just understand I needed to believe 
that some power greater than me was in charge.  
 My sponsor used to say that I have nothing to lose to work this step because God certainly 
couldn’t make a bigger mess of things than I already had. She reminded me all I had to do was “Make 
a decision…” it was that simple. She had me create a “God Box” to put all my resentments, dilemmas, 
problems, and decisions in. Over time, that shoe box suddenly turned into a God drawer, which 
turned into a God trunk, which 15 years later is a God Storage Unit.  All I had to do was be willing. 
This step has the words “will, willing, willpower, willingness” in it 24 times (yes, she had me count 
them one day when I was whining about something).  This would be my first attempt at learning about 
faith and how “well and earnestly I have tried to come to a decision. In the beginning, even the 
smallest amount of willingness, is all that is needed…to open the door ever so slightly.” 
          I was one of those they write about in the 12 X 12, Step 3 (pg 39) “that was soon convinced that 
I had more problems than alcohol…and my life was unmanageable even though I was sober. I was 
desperately unhappy…victimized by remorse….guilt over yesterday…bitterness…envy or hatred…
and panic takes over…and my lone courage and unaided will cannot do it. Surely I must now depend 
upon Somebody or Something else.” This thinking was killing me, and my sponsor said I would 
probably be in a lot less pain if I tried to give up the hope of a better past. 
        I was always waiting for the other shoe to drop, and she reminded me that God doesn’t wear 
shoes. Self-sufficiency wasn’t paying off, and I discovered I couldn’t fix self will with self will. And 
every time I’d go to her in yet another meltdown from my will, she’d casually say, “And how’s that 
working out for you dear?”   The pattern I saw was: if I knew the beginning, middle and end of a plan 
or story it was probably my will. If I just knew just the beginning of the plan or story, it was probably 
God’s will. 
        “This was only a beginning, though if honestly and humbly made, an effect, sometimes a very 
great one, was felt at once (Big Book Pg 63).”    
 

Mari B. 
Tuesday, Women’s 10 am, Fellowship Hall 

Stepping Stones      

Come get involved!  The Gratitude Dinner will be held Saturday,  
April 22nd at Xavier Prep. 34200 Cook St, Palm Desert, CA 92211   

We need volunteers to help put on this event.   
If you are interested, please call Central Office @ 760.324.4880  

to volunteer.  
Planning meetings are ongoing until the event. 
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Tradition Three 
 

The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking 
 
 The path for me to any continuous length of sobriety has been long and has consisted of 
several relapses over the last 20 years. Each one became more incomprehensibly demoralizing 
than the last. They all took me further down the ladder of contemptible acts and behaviors. Had it 
not been for Tradition Three -- because of my overwhelming guilt and embarrassment - I might not 
have felt so compelled and welcome to return to AA once again. 
 
But I always knew that this program, God and all of you were here waiting with loving, open-arms 
to see me take another 24 hour chip. I knew I would not be judged by you but accepted by you as 
a member of AA because I had the desire to stop drinking. I had the desire and I declared myself a 
member of Alcoholics  Anonymous. 
 
And then, the "miracle” happened! I finally honestly admitted I was an alcoholic, and my life was 
unmanageable. I let you embrace me, and I embraced you back for the first time. I followed your 
suggestions and became teachable.  I also came to believe that a power greater than myself could 
restore me to sanity. Thus, I was blessed with having the obsessive compulsion to drink removed! 
 
Because of God, this program and all of you, I will be celebrating 2 years of continuous sobriety in 
a couple of months! My life is now full of love, joy, and acceptance of life as it is and others as they 
are. I am so very grateful to AA and for Tradition Three that states that anyone may be a member 
of AA because they have a desire to stop drinking. 
 
Kara S. 
Fearless and Thorough Book Study 
Rancho Mirage 

Dyana S. 
Darlene M. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Eileen C. 
Emil M. 
Jane Y. 

Jay A. 
Jim B. 

Kristin V. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Kathie P. 
Lobo Mc G. 

Mary Anne C. 
Mike J. 

 
 

 
 

Paul A. 
Rivers V. 
Sarah C. 

Steve P. 
Steve S. 

 
Tiffany M. 
Tonia B. 

 
Tracy M. 
Trish H. 

 
Vickie G. 

Zebra Mark 

January Volunteers at Central Office 
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March Puzzle 
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Demons 
I feel the demon in my head 

The God-damn fool wants me dead 

He tells me it’s OK to drink 

And he raises quite a stink 

 

When I listen to his message 

My life becomes full of wreckage 

The horrors that come my way 

Haunt my dreams to this day. 

But a man came into my life, 

He spoke of a life with no strife 

He told me “I NEVER HAD TO DRINK AGAIN!” 

I would no longer have to pretend. 

 

He walked with a gentle grace, 

No care or worry showed on his face. 

I took the Steps and was showered 

With a sense of Hope and Power 

Today I have a life beyond my wildest dreams 

Where I can  live life as it seems! 

Doug D, 

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
New Meetings  
Joshua Tree, “Way Of Life Newcomer’s 12 & 12 Group” meets at 4:30 PM at the Hi Desert Alano Club 

57637 Yucca Tr. 
Joshua Tree, “Young People in AA” Meeting Sunday 3:30 P.M. Fellowship Hall 6430 Park Blvd. 
Palm Desert, there is a new “Closed” Women’s Book Study at 74-130 El Cortez Way on Mondays at 

7:00 PM called “Lisa’s Ladies Book Study” 
Palm Springs, a new Young People’s Meeting that was started by our local DCYPAA service group, 

aptly called “”Young At Heart” meets on Wednesdays at 8:30 PM at the Alano Club 463 
Dominquez Rd.  

Meeting no Longer in Existence 
Palm Springs, “6:00 AM Crack of Dawn Meeting” that met 5 days a week at St. Teresa Church 2800 E. 

Ramon and also met at the 559 S. Palm Canyon suite 105 on the weekends, dark. 
Meeting Updates 
Indio, the 7:00 PM Men’s Stag meeting that started many years ago at Sloan’s, moved briefly to La 

Quinta’s “El Ranchito” restaurant has now settled and officially called the:  
  IHOP Men’s Stag and meets at the IHOP  restaurant 42-150 Jackson St. Indio. 
Palm Springs, 8:15 AM that met at the 559 S. Palm Canyon suite 105 now meets at 9:00 AM 
Palm Springs, the Sunday “Living Sober” 12:30 PM Meeting at Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Meeting 

Hall 4711 B East Palm Cyn. Dr. is no longer meeting 
Palm Springs, the Sunday “Luck of the Draw” 11:15 AM Meeting at Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition 

Meeting Hall 4711 B East Palm Cyn. Dr. is now meeting at 11:30 AM 
Joshua Tree, the 8:00 PM meeting at the Fellowship Hall 6430 Park Blvd. that had been a 

“Discussion” meeting is now an “As Bill Sees It”  
Thousand Palms, The 6:30 AM Meetings at Clubhouse @ Shenandoah Springs 32-700 Desert 

Moon Dr. now only meets only on Wednesday and Thursday 
There are 3 American Sign Language assisted meetings in the Coachella Valley so far: 
 2 at the Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Meeting Hall: 

Tuesday at 8:00 PM Discussion and Sunday at 10:00 AM “As Bill Sees It”  
            1 in Rancho Mirage on Wednesday nights at 07:00 PM Black Sheep Group 

(Speaker, Discussion) at the St.  Garabed Armenian Apostolic Church of 
the Desert 38905 Monterey Ave  
please let any hearing impaired Alcoholics you  know this is available 
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes  
since the printing of the newsletter. 

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

     3/3   -  KT Knoles.   -    Newport Beach 
 3/10  -  Brian B.        -    La Quinta 
 3/17  -  Erik G.         -     San Diego 
 3/24  -  Jose A.        -     Pasadena 
 3/31  -  Patt O.        -     Fullerton 

Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
 

 3/4    -  Don B.           -     La Quinta 
 3/11  -  Al S.               -     Palm Desert 
 3/18  -  John R.          -     Palm Desert 
 3/25  -  Jerry M.          -     Cathedral City 
 

Cornfield Meeting -   

City Council Chambers, Palm Springs 

Friday Night, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 3/3    -  Larry C.        -     Riverside 
 3/10  -  Yvonne F.     -     Indian Wells 
 3/17  -  Jackie E.      -     Laguna Niguel 
 3/24  -  Dakota F..    -     Palm Desert 
 3/31  -  Mike S.        -     Riverside 

Our Website has a new look!!  
When you go to aainthedesert.org you will find an updated site that is more user-friendly for 

phone and tablet use, especially the Meeting List that no longer needs manipulation or zooming in 
to view the meeting information, address and map when away from your computer. 

Note: 

If you get an error message when first loading this new site, because the new pages  are not  

identified by your browser cache, you may have to refresh your browser to load the new page! 

Please be patient with me, as this project will be further developed in addition to my  

daily routines and I will be updating it over the next few weeks with calendar information,  

archived Desert Lifelines and more! If you have any feedback,  please email me  

with suggestions at :  manager@aainthedesert.org 
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February Puzzle Solution 
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Book of the month 

 

Voices of Long-Term Sobriety 
 

Normally $9.50—This month $8.00 
 

In this collection of stories from AA Grapevine,  
old-timers share their wealth of experience in  

staying sober through good times and bad.  
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Concept Three 
 
As a traditional means of creating and maintaining a clearly defined working 
relation between the groups,  the Conference, the A.A. General Service Board 
and its several service corporations, staffs, committees  and executives, and 
thus insuring their effective leadership, it is here suggested that we endow 
each of these elements of world service with a traditional “Right of Decision.” 
 
For all levels of service from groups up to World Services, the authority and ability to 
make decisions in each position is found in Concept Three.  We elect GSR’s, Committee 
Members and Delegates whom we feel will make well-informed decisions on behalf of 
those they serve while upholding the Twelve Traditions which bind Alcoholics Anonymous 
together and adhering to the Twelve Concepts.   
 
It HAS been my experience that this concept relates to Tradition Two.  Within Tradition 
Two, we speak of trusted servants who do not govern.  Not every decision must be taken 
back to the group each and every time an issue is voted on.  Therefore, we elect those we 
think possess a decision-making ability sufficient to serve us effectively.  We trust these 
leaders to decide how to handle group dealings and when to bring a matter back to the 
groups for discussion and resolution. 
 
When I was in my first year of service, I became the GSR for two groups.  Within the 
District I was of service, an issue of how to handle drug addicts sharing solely about their 
drug history in meetings was taken back to the group.  One group I represented had no 
problem with it at all and in fact, did not discourage that type of sharing within their 
meetings.  The other group that I represented as GSR held a strong belief in the 
Traditions and did not allow ‘drug-a-log’ sharing.  I being an alcoholic who experimented 
very little with drugs and found them rather lacking then stuck merely to alcohol 
throughout my drinking career had my own view of how the issue should be handled.  At 
the next GSR meeting I, being very new in service, did not realize that one cannot vote for 
two groups simultaneously and consequently my decision making abilities had been 
compromised due to the two groups I was representing having conflicted ideas on an 
issue while having my own view on the matter at hand.  It was a lesson learned and a 
mistake I will not repeat.  
 
Many Districts and groups have by-laws that they have established through a group 
conscience, though they cannot anticipate everything that will happen within their 
fellowship.  Similarly, life cannot be dictated by an instruction manual.  So we trust each 
other, a God of our understanding as he may express himself in our group conscience and 
those we elect to represent us, meanwhile remembering that we are merely humans trying 
to have a spiritual experience while stumbling through this thing called life. 
 
Reese N. 
Speak Easy Group 
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Registration is available now at http://www.desertpowwow.com 
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What does Central Office Do for Me??? 
 
1. We carry the message to the still suffering 

alcoholic via telephone calls and 12-step 
work 

2. Insure a steady supply of literature for our 
groups at an attractive price. 

3. Provide a telephone contact service for AA 
meeting information and other information 
such as recovery places, other 12-step 
contact information, other Central Office 
numbers, etc. 

4. Publish a monthly newsletter by and for our 
local fellowship with local events and articles 
by local AA members on the Steps, 
Traditions and Concepts. 

5. Assist in forming new groups or help existing 
groups in carrying out our purpose 

6. Help in any way to carry out the sole 
purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

7. Attempt to unify our efforts to achieve this 
purpose 
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