
  

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
 
            manager@aainthedesert.org 
 

 
Intergroup Meeting 

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m. 
 Fellowship Hall 

 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 

45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

dcypaa@gmail.com 
Facebook.com/groups/DCYPAAround2 

May 2015 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 
 

 

Step  
 
 

Admitted to God, to ourselves, 
and to another human being the 

exact nature of our wrongs. 
 

 

Tradition  
 

Each group has but one primary 
purpose—to carry its message to 

the alcoholic who still suffers. 
 
 
 

Concept  
 

Throughout our structure, a  
Traditional “Right of Appeal" 

ought to prevail, so that minority 
opinion will be heard and  

personal grievances receive 
careful consideration. 

Truth - the state or character of being true; 

honesty; integrity; truthfulness.  
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March Office Statistics 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for The Desert Lifeline must 

be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of  
publication in the following month’s issue. 

 
Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 

Chairman: Traci N. 
Vice Chairman: Carole C. 

Treasurer: Mike M. 
Secretary: Rosemary H. 

 

Directors 
 

Ainslie M. 
Russell J. 
Geoff M. 

 

Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 
Office Manager: David M. 

Manuel C. 1 yr. 

Michael S. 1 yr. 

Karen B. 5 yr. 

Jessica H. 6 yr. 
Ken S. 15 yr. 

Zenny H. 16 yr. 

  

  

  

  

Paul K.  17 yr. 
Paul R. 30 yr. 
Renada P. 30 yr. 

Tony C. 32 yr. 

  

  
  

  

  

TeleService Report 

Our TeleService calendar is being kept current by 
Central Office volunteers. Your new Board member, 
Russell J., has diligently coordinated scheduling for 
new members willing to be of service,  
enhancing our ability to be responsible to any alcohol-
ic who calls after office hours. Please think about ei-
ther yourself or a willing sponsee taking a shift to keep 
this vital service available to the Fellowship and any 
alcoholic in need of support in recovery.  
Paul A. continues to be available to train new 
members who sign up. Thanks, Paul, for continu-
ing to help make this a functioning project for us 
all! 

Meeting Info 143 

12 Step Calls 4 

Visitors 55 

Literature Sales 182 

Al-Anon 2 

Other 12 Step 2 

Miscellaneous  75 

Business 42 
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Concept Five 

 
Throughout our world service structure, a traditional “Right  

of Appeal” ought to prevail, thus assuring us that the minority  
opinion will be heard and that petitions for the redress of  

personal grievances will be carefully considered. 
 

 When the Group Conscience has voted according to Tradition Two, that’s the end of 
the discussion, right? Not in Alcoholics Anonymous if your Group is using the 12 Concepts.  
According to Bill Wilson’s writings about our 12 Concepts “… it is also true that during a 
time of great disturbance the Group Conscience is not always the best possible guide, be-
cause temporarily, such an upset may prevent it from functioning efficiently or wise-
ly.” (Quoted from the 12 Concepts for World Service, page 23). So, we continue to listen.  
 Just last evening in my Home Group’s business meeting, there was a vote on our lat-
est issue. (Bill Wilson’s writings also suggest that groups that have differences of opinion 
are some of our healthiest groups, as long as mutual respect is paramount.) The vote was 
overwhelming, yet our Chair asked the small minority if they wanted to further address the 
entire group. It doesn’t matter if the minority opinion is held by 49% or just one person, 
their opinions matter. They may have new information to present that would change the 
opinions of a majority of the voting members. This simple act can remind us that our group 
unity is more important than any decision we may make affecting only our group. The spirit 
of this Concept allows the minority to bring up the subject again, and again, and again, as 
long as they have new information to present to the Group.  
 This Concept’s principle protects Alcoholics Anonymous from both the “tyranny” of 
the majority as well as the minority.  
 So, go ahead and bring it up in your Home Group – yours may be the voice that our 
Higher Power will be using to inform the Group conscience. 
 
Marita H. 
Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Group 

Q: What did the sponsor say to the sponsee after he told his story to the group the first time? 
A: Your I's are too close together. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 
It was a discussion meeting, and the topic was whether one sees life as being a glass that's half-empty or 
half-full. Finally, the sharing came around to the group's old-timer, whom we all wanted to hear. Here's 
what he said: "Some days I see life as a glass that's half-empty; other days it's half-full. On other days, I 
am grateful that I have a glass." 
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 
I don't know what I want, but I want a lot of it. 
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STEP 5 
 

“Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact 
nature of our wrongs.” 

In Step Five, we take our story from Step One, combine it with our defects from Step Four and take it to two 

others: God (from Step Two) and another person. It’s a Step some of us might try to skimp on. We might say, 

“God knows all this stuff anyway!”, but we have to be thorough. When it comes to admitting these things to 

another person, we might be afraid of judgment. After all, what might this person do with all this shocking 

information??  

Well, fear is the whole point. Fear can stop us from progressing. It can stifle our admission, our confession. If we 

let fear get the upper hand, we might not bring these defects completely into the light, where our Higher Power 

can go to work on them. We have to get over that, and when we do, we experience a release and relief like no 

other in sobriety. We begin to experience “The Promises” at this point because - after an effective Fifth Step – 

we find that “fear of people … leaves us.”  

In surgery, which is where I make my living, we often remove things from the human body. To do that, the 

organ, tumor or whatever it is, must first be “isolated.” That means separating it from all its attachments. Only 

then can it be removed. Admitting the exact nature of our wrongs to ourselves and to another human being 

separates our defects from us, where God can do the rest. All we need to do is find a trustworthy person, even a 

stranger (preferably one that is experienced in receiving Step Five), to get it done. I have done this with three 

different people, and the best one was with a man I barely knew. In a way, there was less fear for me choosing to 

do it that way.  

Human admission, deflation and confession go back a long way, way back before A.A. existed. We didn’t invent 

it. But we can benefit from it, and benefit we must, to prepare for Steps Six and Seven. The best way to do it is to 

just do it.             Rob L.  

NEW MEETINGS  
 

Palm Desert, 7:00 PM Fri. “Rule 62 Group” Speaker Meeting is sponsored by a group of our dedicated  
young people from our local DCYPAA Group (see page 1) located at the University Baptist 
Church 72700 Fred Waring Dr.  

 

Twentynine Palms, 12:00 PM Wed. “3rd, 7th, 11th Step Meeting” at St. Martin-in-the-Fields 72348 Larrea 
Ave. D 

 

MEETING LOCATION CHANGES 
 

Twentynine Palms, All meetings at the MAGCC location (6PM Mon. Tue. Thur. Fri. and 7:30 PM Thurs.) 
are now at the Village Center Bldg. 1517  

(the corner of Del Valle & 6th St. behind the Exchange) 
 

Palm Desert, the 6:30AM Mon-Fri Attitude Adjustment Meeting has moved from the Gateway Meeting 
location to their new location: 43585 Monterey Ave. Suite #4  
 

Palm Desert, the 7:30PM Tue. Fearless & Thorough Book Study Is no longer being held @ Christ Church 
of the Desert Suite #1 73441 Fred Waring Dr. and has yet to find another location 
 

Palm Desert, the 9:00AM Sunday Serenity Group has moved from Cathedral City to Palm Desert in 
Morning Star Plaza suite 100 @ 73-733 Fred Waring Dr. 
 

Location & Time Change 
 

Palm Desert, the 9:00AM Sunday 3rd 7th 11th Step Meeting has moved from the Gateway Meeting 
location to Palm Desert in Morning Star Plaza suite 100 @ 73-733 Fred Waring Dr. and now meets at 
10:30AM 
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes  
since the printing of the newsletter. 

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

     5/1   -   Butch       -     Palm Desert/Minn. 
 5/8    -  Jim S.       -    San Fernando Valley 
 5/15   -  Brian A.    -    Woodland Hills 
 5/22   -  Lydia W.   -    Woodland Hills 
 5/29   -  Ruben C.  -    Ventura 
 

Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
 

 5/2      -  Gwen F.         -      Palm Springs 
 5/9      -  Clancy I.        -      Santa Monica 
 5/16    -  Alan H.           -      Rancho Mirage 
 5/23    -  George O.      -      Palm Desert 
 5/30    -  Jimmy W.       -      Newport Beach 

Cornfield Meeting  -  Palm Springs 
 

Friday Night, 7 p.m. 

     5/1    -  John L.       -      Culver City 
 5/8     -  Vicky L.      -      Rancho Mirage 
 5/15   -  Rich P.        -     Cathedral City 
 5/22   -  Bree B.       -      Los Angles 
 5/29   -   Art N.         -      Los Angeles 
 

Book of the month 

AA Comes Of Age 
A brief History of Alcoholics Anonymous and the development of the  

Three Legacies (Unity Recovery & Service) 

 

Normally $9.50  -  this month $8.00 
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Central Intergroup Office of the Desert Call Forwarding Program Needs Volunteers!!  
 

GET INTO SERVICE FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME - 0R EVEN WHEN YOU’RE OUT TO DINNER! 
 

The pay may be nothing, but the return is priceless!  
 

“Our primary purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.” 
 

 

The Call Forwarding Program was designed so that any call for help would be answered by an actual 
recovering alcoholic and not an answering service. Our aim is to help as many alcoholics as possible.  

 
 

How It Works: After hours, you call and have the phones forwarded to any number that you want.  It is 
as simple as that!! 
 
Sign up at: http://aainthedesert.org and click on the TeleService link on the left side of the screen. 
 

Shift Dates/Times:  
Monday – Thursday  8pm – 9am (following morning) 
Friday     8pm -10am (following morning) 
Saturday 1st  shift  2pm -10pm 
Saturday 2nd shift  10pm – 10am 
Sunday 1st shift  2pm – 10pm 
Sunday 2nd shift  10pm – 9am 
 
 

Note: we average less than one call per day, so each shift should NOT be an inconvenience! 

March Volunteers at Central Office 

Alan S. 
Brad L. 

Dallas E. 
Darlene M. 
Dyana S. 
Eileen C. 
Emil  M. 

Jimmy Who? 
Kathy P. 

Ken L. 
Leslie H. 
Lobo M. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Mary Anne C. 
Mary-Ann Mc L. 

Michael W. 
Patrick L. 

Peggy M. 
Roger F. 
Rivers V. 
Ron D. 
Steve P. 
Susan B. 
Tracy M. 

http://aainthedesert.org/index_new.htm
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.   
You can also find them on our web site  —  www.aainthedesert.org 
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May Puzzle 
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http://www.desertpowwow.com 
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Tradition Five 
 

Each group has but one primary purpose—to carry  
Its message to the alcoholic who still suffers. 

 
A.A. came into existence because of Bill W.'s need to carry a message of recovery to Dr. Bob 
in order that he himself could continue to stay sober. Every alcoholic in recovery (and certainly 
THIS alcoholic) knows that EVERY attempt to carry the message is successful, in that it keeps 
the bearer of that message sober by his willingness to transmit it.  So it is with each A.A. 
group. 
 
Collectively, the combined experience of us A.A.s is that for the group to continue to survive, 
its main focus must be on carrying a consistent message of recovery to those looking for a  
solution to their disease. 
 
Tradition 5 follows logically from the ideas of common welfare (Tradition 1) , one authority/
group conscience (Tradition 2), and the sole requirement of our membership (Tradition 3).  
 
Conversely, if the group loses the focus of Tradition 5, not only does the newcomer die, but 
the group dies as well. This sad fact  has been borne out time and again in our history as pow-
er-driven alcoholics have fought (and died) over personalities, money, and property or over 
"bright ideas" to expand A.A. into enterprises or institutions. ( Anyone hear of an Oxford Group 
lately?)  So follows next our Tradition Six. 
 
Tradition Five helps us each and severally "keep our eye on the ball" of simply "laying the kit 
of spiritual tools" at the feet of the newcomer or the returning member, so that we ourselves 
may continue to grow and prosper. 
 
Tommy D. 
Sunday Serenity, Palm Desert 

Sponsee: "I've never done anything in moderation." 
Sponsor: "Except maybe the steps." 
——————————————————————————————————————– 
When I stop to think about how challenging it is for me to change something about 
myself, I can get an entirely different perspective on how difficult it would be for me to 
change someone else (but somehow, that doesn't stop me from trying --- another thing 
I'm trying to change!   ;-) 
——————————————————————————————————–———— 
I have quit hitting the snooze button on my alarm. Why would I want my first decision of 
the day to be putting something off??? 
——————————————————————————————————————— 
The seven deadly sins are like having seven flaming garbage cans and six lids . . . 
something is always going! 
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Q: What did the sponsor say to the sponsee after he told his story to the group the first time? 
A: Your I's are too close together. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 
Hope is the feeling you have that the feeling you have isn't permanent. 
———————————————————————————————————————–——–————— 
Alcoholics seem to burn their bridges in front of them. 
———————————————————————————————————————–——————— 
I am glad I have my Higher Power and the program of AA to guide me--there are times when it seems like 
everything is falling apart, when actually it's all falling together. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————–- 
I came to AA because of back problems--my wife was on my back, my boss was on my back, my creditors 
were on my back . . . 

Heard in a meeting:  “We have a 24-hour “desire chip” which signifies your commitment to join  
his way of life.  It is silver in color, also the international color of handcuffs.  Take your pick.” 

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

I used to know so much about everything that was wrong that I was clueless about what was right. 
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Faithful Fiver Contributors   
  Through March 2013 

We’ve had a total of 35 contributions  

to the Faithful Fivers  

so far this fiscal year,  

Totaling $7,370.69!! 
 

THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!! 

You can also contribute to the Faithful Fivers via credit card on the web site! 

JOIN THE FAITHFUL  FIVERS! 
 

“When we meet and defeat the temptation 

to take large gifts, we are only being prudent. 

But when we are generous with the hat, we give 

a token that we are grateful for our blessing 

and evidence that we are eager to share what 

we have found with all those who still suffer.” 

 Bill W.   

 Reprinted from The Language of the Heart with 

permission from the AA Grapevine, Inc.  

What are Faithful Fivers? 

 

Faithful Fivers are A.A. members who graciously pledge to 

contribute at least five dollars each month to support 

Central Office in its efforts to carry the A.A. message of hope 

and recovery to those alcoholics who still suffer in the 

Coachella Valley. As a Faithful Fiver, your personal 

contribution can and will make our vital services possible. 

 

The Faithful Fiver idea came about when we remembered 

that we wasted much more than five dollars each month 

during our drinking days. Your contribution will help Central 

Office provide the services necessary to carry the message 

of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 

Faithful Fiver members who pledge at least $5.00 per 

month annually will receive, if they so choose, a 

subscription to our monthly newsletter, The Desert 

Lifeline . 

 

Contributions are limited to $3,000 per member per year* 

and are tax deductible under Internal Revenue Code: § 501 

(c)3 

*Page 9—Self-Support Pamphlet 

Yes! Please enroll me as a 

Faithful Fiver! 
I agree to pledge! 

Here is my contribution of 
$ _____ for _____ months 
 

Name ___________________________________ 

Address ________________________________ 

City ________________ State_______ Zip ____  

Phone _________________________________ 

Email : ________________________________ 

Please make your checks payable to: 

Central Office 

And mail to: 

35-325 Date Palm Drive 
Suite 134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
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The Harder They Come 
 

I used to think I was a hard man 

But I really didn't understand 

What’s the measure of a man 

It isn’t how much booze he can drink 

Nor how well he can think 

It’s his actions towards others, 

His love for his fellow man. 

Now I finally understand 

What it is to be a man 

And that the harder they come 

The harder they fall… 

One and All 

   Doug D, 

The Trail of Tears 
 

I trudged along for many years 

On an endless trail of tears 

For endless tortured miles 

There were no smiles. 
 

Alcohol was my Master 

My life, nothing but disaster 

I never had any goals 

All I crushed were souls 
 

A caring man changed my life 

His world wasn’t filled with strife 

He spoke to me from his heart 

His words soothing from the start. 
 

He told me I was just like him 

And the I never had to drink again 

He suggested I take the Steps 

And at them I leapt 
 

Now, my path seems sure 

This life I can endure 

   Doug D, 
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