
  

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 

 

            manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m. 
 Fellowship Hall 

 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

May 2014 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 
 

 

Step  
 
 

Admitted to God, to ourselves, 
and to another human being the 

exact nature of our wrongs. 
 

 

Tradition  
 

Each group has but one primary 
purpose—to carry its message to 

the alcoholic who still suffers. 
 
 
 

Concept  
 

Throughout our structure, a  
Traditional “Right of Appeal" 

ought to prevail, so that minority 
opinion will be heard and  

personal grievances receive 
careful consideration. 

Truth - the state or character of being true; 

honesty; integrity; truthfulness.  
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March Office Statistics 

Meeting Info 85 

12 Step Calls                                                                  7 

Visitors 137 

Literature Sales           223 

Al-Anon 2 

Other 12 Step 8 

Miscellaneous  49 

Business 41 

  

TOTAL: 552 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Desert Lifeline must 

be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of  
publication in the following month’s issue. 

 
Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 

Chairman: Ginny P. 
Vice Chairman: Traci N. 

Treasurer: Mike M. 
Secretary: Joe A. 

 

Directors 
Carole C. 
Carol C. 

Garrett D. 
 

Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 
Office Manager: David M. 

Thanks to all who are of service.  
You make a difference! 

Shawn R. 1 

Simi V. 1 

Joel H. 2 

Kyrie 2 
Karen B. 4 

Susan J 5 

Patricia R 5 

  

  

  

Zenny H 15 
Glen S. 18 
John E 30 

Tony C 31 

Harvey 39 

  
  

  

  

Special Notice 

My friend Rick S. had good reason to feel left out 
last month. The notification of his 32nd AA  

Anniversary on February 28th was something the 
was overlooked in the February Birthday list of 

celebrants!  The Editorial Staff here at the Desert 
Lifeline sincerely apologizes and are grateful for 
the chance to wish him a belatedHappy Birthday! 
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Tradition Five 

 

“Each group has but one primary purpose – to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers” 

 

 The 12 Steps and 12 Traditions say “the very life of our Fellowship requires the preservation of this 

principle”.   This implies singleness of purpose, that for our sake and the sake of the new person we confine our 

discussions and sharing to recovery from alcoholism.  And yet it seems we hear about everything but recovery.  

There is a fixation with drunk-a-logs, with members trying to out bottom each other with how bad they were. 

There’s the “all addictions are the same”, so talk about whatever you want.   There is very little observance of the 

rules of a closed meeting (don’t want to hurt anyone’s feelings?  How about the real alcoholic looking for a safe 

place to discuss recovery from alcoholism?) And there seems to be a new train of thought being expressed that 

“relapse is a part of recovery”.  Where in the big book is that? 

 Chapter 7 of the Big Book tells us to carry this message.  Not only because we must pass on what has 

been so freely given us, but to insure our immunity from drinking.  If this is what I am directed to do as a sober 

member of Alcoholics Anonymous, then it would seem to me that is what every meeting should be carrying, the 

message.  What is the message your home group carries, or meetings you attend carry?  Is it the message of 

recovery from alcoholism through the spiritual principles embodied in 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous? 

Perhaps each one of us needs to look at our meeting(s) and see if we are living up to, and abiding by Tradition 5.  

The threats to the life of Alcoholics Anonymous are not the treatment centers, the media, etc.  The threat comes 

from within by allowing people to ignore the traditions in general, and tradition 5 in particular, and talk about 

everything except recovery. 

 

BenP.Rancho Mirage 

Ebby’s Miracle Was Ours 

 

 Ebby T. was in lukewarm water with the Manchester, Vermont, law officials.  He had caused noticeable 

commotion in January of 1929 when  he and Bill W. hired a barnstormer pilot to fly them into the local Equinox 

airport.  Airplanes were a big deal in those days, so they informed city officials their time of arrival.  A large  

gathering awaited in anticipation, only to observe both Bill and Ebby stumble and fall to the ground as they 

disgracefully and drunkenly  disembarked.   On a later occasion, Ebby slammed his car into the side of his terrified 

neighbors house.  Upon exit he asked the lady for a cup of coffee.  She called the 

constable instead.    Such hi-jinks certainly heated the legal waters for Ebby.  But 

Ebby’s  legal temperature was raised to boiling when he was reported for drunkenly 

shooting pigeons off the roof of his beautiful home in a very prestigious 

neighborhood—he faced six months incarceration!   

 Luckily, his Oxford Group friend, State Senator, Cebra Graves (his father 

was the judge), got him off the hook if he only return to court—sober—the 

following Monday.  But it was only Saturday and Ebby had terrible shakes.  Here is 

a quote from his 1954 talk at Dallas:  “Once home, I remembered I had three cold 

bottles of Ballantine Ale in the basement.  I started thinking how I could nurse those three bottles over the weekend 

and still appear in court on Monday sober.   I went down stairs for a bottle but began to think what I was doing 

wasn’t being honest.  What the judge had really meant was “Don't drink.”   Ebby didn’t!  Amazingly, he experienced 

an alcoholic   release which lasted over two-and a half years, enough time to carry his message to drunken Bill W.  in 

1934 (pages 8 & 9 from the Big Book).   We are now the beneficiaries of this unlikely MIRACLE eighty years later.  

Thank God for those pigeons! 

 Bob S., Richmond, IN  
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IT’S FOR YOU, WHEREVER YOU ARE!!!!!! 
 

The online store is sending out orders on a regular basis  
Just follow the links on the web site  -   

www.aainthedesert.org. 
 

You can now order all of the literature that we sell and either have it shipped to  
you or prepared and waiting for you to pick up at Central Office. No more  

waiting at Central Office while your order is processed! 
 

Orders to be shipped MUST be charged to a credit card.  Orders to be picked up  
at Central Office can either be charged or paid for at time of pick-up. 

 
During the week, we will attempt to complete and ship, if necessary,  all orders  

within 24 hours of placement. On weekends, we will attempt to complete  
all orders by Monday afternoon. 

 
Want to save some money??  Check out the “Bundles” in the store. They are groupings  

of books sold at a reduced price.  They are available ONLY via the online store! 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert Call Forwarding Program Needs Volunteers!!  
 

GET INTO SERVICE FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME - 0R EVEN WHEN YOU’RE OUT TO DINNER! 
 

The pay may be nothing, but the return is priceless!  
 

“Our primary purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.” 
 

 

The Call Forwarding Program was designed so that any call for help would be answered by an actual 
recovering alcoholic and not an answering service. Our aim is to help as many alcoholics as possible.  

We need at least 40 volunteers to get started!! 
 

How It Works: After hours, you call and have the phones forwarded to any number that you want.  It is 
as simple as that!! 
 
Sign up at: http://aainthedesert.org and click on the TeleService link on the left side of the screen. 
 

Shift Dates/Times:  
Monday – Thursday  8pm – 9am (following morning) 
Friday     8pm -10am (following morning) 
Saturday 1st  shift  2pm -10pm 
Saturday 2nd shift  10pm – 10am 
Sunday 1st shift  2pm – 10pm 
Sunday 2nd shift  10pm – 9am 
 
 

Note: we average less than one call per day, so each shift should NOT be an inconvenience! 

http://aainthedesert.org/index_new.htm
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March Volunteers at Central Office 

Alan S. 
  Ann K. 
Bob M. 
Brad L. 

Darlene M. 
Dallas E. 
Dennis H. 
Diane D. 

Dyana S. 
Eddie  

Emil M. 
Heidi A. 

Gabriella  
Mary Ann C. 

Mary-Ann Mc L. 
 

 
 
 
 

Michael W. 
Mollie B. 
Pat W. 

Patrick L. 

Paul A. 
Peggy M. 
Roger F. 
Steve P. 

Tom O’M. 
Tracy M. 

Desert Lifeline, May 2014 

Book of the month 

Experience, Strength and Hope 
Stories from the First Three Editions of Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

Normally 5.50 -  this month $4.75 

July 4  -  7 
 

29th Annual South Bay Family Roundup 
“Building a New Life” 

Torrance Marriott 
 

http://www.southbayroundup.org 
 

———————————————————————
—————————————————————— 

 
October 3  -  6 

 
62nd Annual Southern California AA Convention 

“The Sunny Side of the Street” 
Westin Mission Hills Resort 

Rancho Mirage 
 

http://www.aasocal.com 

Sobriety Capital of the World 

Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

        5/2 -  Steve W.  Yucaipa, CA 
  5/9 -  Butch D.  Minnesota 
 5/16 -  Ray J.  Rancho Mirage 
 5/23 -  Cyndi C.  Laguna Hills 
 5/30 -  Louise J.  Los Angeles 
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.   
You can also find them on our web site  —  www.aainthedesert.org 

 

Desert Lifeline, May 2014 
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STEP 5 

 

“Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs.” 

 

This step was the beginning of what has become, and becoming more so, my “sweet” life. As I write this 

I am filled with gratitude. Thankful to have met this, my first contrary action.  After discloser and discussion 

with my sponsor relief and pace followed.  I soon adopted a new strategy to relieve my regret and guilt. I now 

try to “drop the rock” and practice acceptance. I feel much better when I am here. This new strategy is not 

automatic yet but can be summoned.  This “tool” (acceptance) is a present from Step 5. 

Writing/preparing my 5th step to share with another was important to the process.  The writing provided a 

reference to refer as I shared and it has also served me upon reflection. I feel my ability to stay sober has been 

increased by admitting (and writing) my wrongs and sharing them with another. By being entirely honest and 

forthcoming I shed many fears, lost some ego, and gained humility. 

 Sharing my disturbing, embarrassing, and dark secrets with another delivered me from my self-made 

cage. I feel safe from the need to drink. Honestly admitting my wrongs, to God, myself, and my sponsor has 

taken away my pain and allowed me to see my defective thinking. I was now able to “look the world in the eye 

and be alone at perfect peace and ease”. 

This powerful step was the preface to a true kinship with God and man. A safe feeling remains. God will 

always forgive, accept and love me no matter what I’ve done.  Because I have willingly exposed my wrongs I 

find I am less judgmental of others. I am more tolerant. (Another present). 

I am no longer isolated. I feel forgiven and understood. I hide no more. Thank you AA and Step 5. 

 

Kim W. 

Concept Five  
 

Throughout our world service structure, a traditional “Right of Appeal” ought to prevail, thus 
assuring us that minority opinion will be heard and that petitions for the redress of personal 

grievances will be carefully considered. 
 
What this means in simple terms is that any ONE person can ask to be heard at the General Service 
Conference (GSC) and present an objection or petition to be heard on any issue.  In Tradition Two, it 
states “our leaders are but trusted servants”, so this Concept insures that all will be heard; our Trustees 
and the 100 or so General Service employees must uphold this Concept.   
 
This would also prevail at the meeting level when our groups have the periodic ‘business meeting’; that the 
minority opinion is always heard and considered, fully discussed, tabled and/or voted on several times, if 
necessary.  In the GSC Charter’s Third Legacy, it states that “unless the majority candidate can poll a two-
thirds vote of his State or Provincial Assembly, he must place his name in a hat with one or more of the 
choices of the Assembly minority.  By thus drawing lots, the minority candidates have an equal chance with 
the majority’s choice”.  I am learning that the Concepts can gear down to guide what we do in our 
respective meetings, that all can be heard whether our “long timers” or majorities agree or not, the Group 
Conscience can serve to insure a “Right of Appeal/Petition” for our members. 
 
Kathy G 
3

rd
 & 11

th
 Step Meeting, Palm Desert 
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http://www.desertpowwow.com 
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Unique visitors:  4,454 

Avg. visits/day:   278 

Avg. hits/day:   2,108 

Highest # of visits in a day:  317 

Highest # of hits in one day:   2,876 

Total visits:   8,623 

Visits per visitor 1.93 

Total hits:   65,351 

 March Website Usage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit: A series of  hits to the website over a specific period of time  
by one visitor. 

Hit:  A successful request to your web server from a visitor's browser 
for any type of file, i.e. an image, HTML page, an MP3 file, or any oth-
er type. A single web page can cause many hits - one for each image 

included on the page, etc. 

NEW MEETINGS  
 

Blythe, Book Study, 7:00 P.M. WED B/S 
  187 N. 7th St.  
 

Palm Springs, 11th Step 10:00 A.M. TUE & THUR.    
  P/D Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Group 
  4711B E. Palm Canyon Dr. 
 

Indio, Attitude Adjustment, NOON TUE  D  
  Daryl’s House 
  46080 Calhoun St.  
 
 

NEEDS SUPPORT: 
 

The 6:30 PM THURS Beginner’s Meeting Q & A 
  Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Group 
  4711B E. Palm Canyon Dr. 
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The drunken monkey hypothesis 
proposes that human attraction to 
ethanol may have a genetic basis due to 
the high dependence of the primate 
ancestor of Homo sapiens on fruit as a 
food source. Ethanol naturally occurs in 
ripe and overripe fruit and consequently 
early primates developed a genetically 
based attraction to the substance. 
This hypothesis was originally proposed 
by Dr. Robert Dudley of the University of 
California at Berkeley and was the 
subject of a symposium at the meeting of 
the Society for Integrative and 
Comparative Biology. Dudley believes 
that while most addictive substances 
have a relatively short history of use, 
ethanol attraction may have a long 
evolutionarily based history. He believes 
that fruit ethanol may have been a 
significant source of energy and that the 
smell of the ripening fruit would help 
primates locate it. Ethanol is a relatively 
light molecule and diffuses rapidly in a 
natural environment. Primates are known 
to have a higher olfactory sensitivity to 
alcohol than other mammals. The once-
beneficial attraction to ethanol may 
underlie human tendencies for alcohol 
use and alcohol abuse. 
 
From Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethanol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homo_sapiens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California_at_Berkeley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California_at_Berkeley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_for_Integrative_and_Comparative_Biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_for_Integrative_and_Comparative_Biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olfactory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcohol_abuse
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April Puzzle Solution 
 

Desert Lifeline, May 2014 

Convention - August 2 – 4, 2013 
 

Doral Desert Princess, Cathedral City, CA 
 

http://www.maaddogdaze.org 
 
 

COME AND BE PART OF THE COMMITTEE!!! 
2nd Tuesday of Each Month at St. Margaret’s Church (Palm Desert) at 5:30pm 

Committee Meetings Will Be Held on these dates:  5/14, 6/11, 7/9 
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Faithful Fiver Contributors   
  Through March 2013 

We’ve had a total of 35 contributions  

to the Faithful Fivers  

so far this fiscal year,  

Totaling $7,370.69!! 
 

THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!! 

You can also contribute to the Faithful Fivers via credit card on the web site! 

JOIN THE FAITHFUL  FIVERS! 
 

“When we meet and defeat the temptation 

to take large gifts, we are only being prudent. 

But when we are generous with the hat, we give 

a token that we are grateful for our blessing 

and evidence that we are eager to share what 

we have found with all those who still suffer.” 

 Bill W.   

 Reprinted from The Language of the Heart with 

permission from the AA Grapevine, Inc.  

What are Faithful Fivers? 

 

Faithful Fivers are A.A. members who graciously pledge to 

contribute at least five dollars each month to support 

Central Office in its efforts to carry the A.A. message of hope 

and recovery to those alcoholics who still suffer in the 

Coachella Valley. As a Faithful Fiver, your personal 

contribution can and will make our vital services possible. 

 

The Faithful Fiver idea came about when we remembered 

that we wasted much more than five dollars each month 

during our drinking days. Your contribution will help Central 

Office provide the services necessary to carry the message 

of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 

Faithful Fiver members who pledge at least $5.00 per 

month annually will receive, if they so choose, a 

subscription to our monthly newsletter, The Desert 

Lifeline . 

 

Contributions are limited to $3,000 per member per year* 

and are tax deductible under Internal Revenue Code: § 501 

(c)3 

*Page 9—Self-Support Pamphlet 

Yes! Please enroll me as a 

Faithful Fiver! 
I agree to pledge! 

Here is my contribution of 
$ _____ for _____ months 
 

Name ___________________________________ 

Address ________________________________ 

City ________________ State_______ Zip ____  

Phone _________________________________ 

Email : ________________________________ 

Please make your checks payable to: 

Central Office 

And mail to: 

35-325 Date Palm Drive 
Suite 134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
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