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Step 
 

Sought through prayer and meditation to 
improve our conscious contact with God, 
as we understood Him, praying only for 

knowledge of His will for us 
and the power to carry that out. 

 

Tradition 
 

Our public relations policy is based on    
attraction rather than promotion; we need 

always maintain personal anonymity at the 
level of press, radio, and films. 

 

Concept 
 

The trustees should always have the best 
possible committees, corporate service   

directors, executives, staffs, and            
consultants. Composition, qualifications, 

induction procedures, and rights and duties 
will always be matters of serious concern. 

 
 

Spirituality - predominantly spiritual character as shown 
in thought, life, etc.; incorporeal or immaterial nature. 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
 
            manager@aainthedesert.org 
 

 
Intergroup Meeting 

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9  
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 6:00 
p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 

Palm Desert, CA 92261 
 

Mid-Southern California Area 
(MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 

45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Email: 
webmaster@dcypaa.com 
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September Office Statistics 

Meeting Info 43 

12 Step Calls 5 

Visitors 36 

Literature Sales 114 

Al-Anon 1 

Other 12 Step 3 

Miscellaneous  31 

Business 26 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Desert Lifeline 
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of  

publication in the following month’s issue. 
 

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Heather 1 yr. 

Kelly 1 yr. 

Sean G. 2 yr. 

Marquis B. 2 yr. 

James V. 2 yr. 

John John the 
2nd.  

3 yr. 

Vickie D.. 3 yr. 

Christopher G 4 yr. 

Augie  6 yr. 

Barbara W. 9 yr. 

Steven N. 9 yr. 

Kathy P 11 yr. 

Ron D. 17 yr. 

David 17 yr. 

Gary P. 22 yr. 

Pio D. 23 yr. 

Mike G. 24 yr. 

Reese M. 24 yr. 

Joe T. 33 yr. 
Jim B. 35 yr. 

Sherali J. 41 yr. 

Ronnie N. 45 yr. 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Traci N. 

Vice Chairman: Russell J. 
Treasurer: Ainslie M. 

Secretary: Lobo Mc G. 
 

Directors 
 

Geoff M. 
OPEN 
OPEN 

David T. 
Carlos M. 

 
Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 

 
Office Manager: David M. 

TeleService Report 
Our TeleService calendar is being kept current by 
Central Office volunteers. Your new Board mem-
ber, Russell J., has diligently coordinated sched-
uling for new members willing to be of service,  
enhancing our ability to be responsible to any al-
coholic who calls after office hours. Please think 
about either yourself or a willing sponsee taking a 
shift to keep this vital service available to the Fel-
lowship and any alcoholic in need of support in 
recovery.  
Paul A. continues to be available to train new 
members who sign up. Thanks, Paul, for con-
tinuing to help make this a functioning project 
for us all! 
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September Volunteers at Central Office 

Brad L. 
Char A. 
Carol F. 

David Mar. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

David T. 

 
Dyana S. 
Eileen C, 

Jay A. 
Jim B. 

 
 
 
 

Kristin V. 
Kathie P. 

Lobo Mc G. 
Mary Anne C. 

 
 
 

 
 

Paul A. 
Rivers V. 

 

 
Sharmala B. 

Steve P. 
Teresa H. 
Tonia B. 

Tracy M. 
Val M. 

Vickie G. 
Zebra Mark 

Step Eleven 
 

Sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God,  
as we understood Him, praying only for knowledge of His will for us  

and the power to carry that out. 
  

For me, Step 11 is a pathway to serenity. Life before AA was a terrible nightmare of selfish pursuits 
which ended up in oblivious ruin. My prayers to God were more like greedy demands which cen-
tered around my will, and with an alcoholic mind it was pretty egotistical. 
 
Nowadays in my sobriety, I can grasp the good feeling of God working in my life and feel the positive 
effects of His will enlightening my soul. There is peace and serenity in my life today. There is con-
tentment, and the promises of AA have come true and still keep coming true. It's truly an amazing 
journey. 
 
My prayer life today centers on the Higher Power's will, and as a result, I'm beginning to appreciate 
the people and things I have in my life and not wander off into the greedy nature of things I want. For 
me that's true Freedom. 
 
Dave K 
Joshua Tree Fellowship 

Want to get the Desert Lifeline delivered directly to you via email each month??  

Well…… you can.   

Just go to the Central Office web site, www.aainthedesert.org,  

and follow the link to sign up!  

It’s just that easy!!   

And …….. It’s FREE!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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     Book of the month 
 

    As Bill Sees It  
      Soft Cover 

 
 Normally $8.60-  this month $7.00 

Concept Eleven 
 

“While the trustees hold final responsibility for A.A.’s world service administration, they 
should always have the assistance of the best possible standing committees, corporate 

service directors, executives, staffs and consultants.  Therefore, the composition of these 
underlying committees and service boards, the personal qualifications of their members, 
the manner of their induction into service, the systems of their rotation, the way in which 
they are related to each other, the special rights and duties of our executives, staffs and 
consultants, together with a proper basis for the financial compensation of these special 

workers, will always be matters for serious care and concern.” 
 
Dry…dry…dry!  And yet… 
 
The 12 Concepts are Bill W.s way to explain “the spiritual principles that undergird A.A.’s structure and 
how the parts work together.”  In reading the booklet that illustrates the 12 Concepts I found a 
framework for what I’ve come to know as the AA meeting!  This particular concept describes the 
relationship of the services and how they work together. 
 
This concept “describes the composition, functions and relationships of the standing committees of 
General Service Board.”  The status of the executives, paid workers and how they are compensated, 
rotation of leadership and full “participation” of workers is highly important says the basic text of Concept 
XI.  For me, this translates as the “offices” held at each meeting, convention, round-up or any AA event.   
 
The executive would be like the secretary of our meeting or the convention chairperson; paid workers 
are the other service commitments, we get paid in sobriety (our compensation), rotation of leadership, 
that’s why we have lengths of time to serve, i.e. six months for secretary/treasurer, etc. (and how no one 
is around long enough to become ‘King or Queen.’)   And the last component, ”FULL PARTICIPATION” 
means that I am participating in my sobriety when I share in a meeting, ask for clarification from other 
members to help me or them, or take a service commitment, i.e. keeping current/accountable to my 
Home Group, sponsors, sponsees and fellow members.  The basic principles I’ve been taught all along 
mirror the basic structure of the General Service Board in New York, the hub of activities and the 
guardians of traditions. 
 
Kathy G 
3rd & 11th Step Meeting, Palm Desert 
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Tradition Eleven 
 

Our public relations policy is based on attraction rather  
than promotion; we need always maintain personal anonymity  

at the level of press, radio, and films. 
  
What comes to mind is that Alcoholics Anonymous has to symbolize an idea. To most people, our 
organization and its structure is rather vague or undistinguished. Because people have a need to “label” 
or “categorize”, the temptation for others to watch us for preferred ideas, siding and advocacy is great. 
People may assume AA is based in medical practice and/or theory, others may assume we are a 
religious sect. We are neither. We are members of a recovery program based on spiritual principles. We 
offer membership to any person with a desire to stop drinking, regardless of social and/or economic 
stature, race, creed or religion. No one identifying as an AA member can be kicked out, asked to leave or 
refused what AA has to offer. 
 
Alcoholics Anonymous, as a whole, cannot publicly denounce or condone any outside issue in order to 
preserve the integrity of its primary purpose, to carry the message of recovery to the alcoholic who still 
suffers. AA must present itself as neutral in all matters not related to our program of recovery. We can 
only continue to grow and recover if AA keeps its side of the street clean…. by staying out of world affairs 
and keeping our focus on ourselves. We let others praise us and recommend us. We do not advertise or 
promote ourselves lest we drive those who would need us away. This is how our society grows and 
flourishes. We, in AA, carry the message of recovery by example and by leading purposeful and 
contented lives so that those who would seek us can  be given hope and a new way of life. 
 
Caroline D 
Fearless & Thorough Book Study, Palm Desert 

The “Ballad of A Newcomer’s A.A. Wisdom 
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October Puzzle Solution 

Desert Lifeline, November 2016 

I have had spiritual awakenings . . .  
but mostly after having rude awakenings! 
 

——————————————————————————— 
 

Losers do what they want and maybe get around to what 
needs to be done.  
 
Winners do what they must and then get to do what they 
want. 
 

——————————————————————————— 
 

I recently shared that I'd had an epiphany about something 
and a delightful woman said to me, "It's been my experience 
that sometimes an epiphany is an 'ah-ha' moment, and 
sometimes it's an 'oh, crap!' moment. Which one was yours?" 
 

——————————————————————————— 
 

Overheard in a meeting on the Traditions: "I have no opinion 
outside of my own issues." 
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“Bridging the Gap”  
 

 A new Arm of Service for the Coachella Valley 
 
 Sunday, the 23rd of last month brought together 32 of the local Fellowship to 
consider the concept of a new way to be of service. It wasn’t just because pizza was 
provided, either! The announcement of a historic way to greet and provide service to 
those Newcomers soon-to-be released from the many treatment centers here in our 
local community brought about interest from these AA members in our Fellowship who 
are dedicated to service and interested in how to be more involved with Newcomers. 
  
 ANNOUNCING our SECOND Bridging the Gap meeting at Central office, Sunday, 
November 13rd at 2:00 pm.    
  
WHAT IS Bridging the GAP?     It's an opportunity to get involved and share your light!  
  
Bridging the Gap is a program in which AA folks volunteer to be a temporary contact to 
people who are newly released from Treatment Centers, Hospitals and Correctional 
Facilities.  
  
The temporary volunteer (You), would either meet the newly released person, or take 
them, to their first several meetings for the first week that they are out.  This is NOT a 
sponsorship program, but rather a program to assist a new comer  to get a little more 
familiar with what our amazing AA program is, meet new friends thru your introductions 
and come to begin understanding what we do at meetings.   (Service work, singleness of 
purpose etc.)  
  
I personally was in a treatment facility for 30 days.  I went to AA meetings for 3 weeks 
almost every day while there.  Yet, when I came out, I knew hardly anyone. I certainly 
had NO idea that this was even a spiritual program!  I had so much to learn and 
understand.  What I would have given for a temporary AA contact, like YOU!  
  
So... come to the meeting, learn more, be on the board...just come be a part.  Heck, you 
are going to meetings anyway right?  Talking to people at those meetings?  Why not 
introduce a very vulnerable new comer who needs you and more importantly NEEDS 
AA , while you are there?  Having been one, I can tell you...we really do NEED you!  
  
See you Sunday, 11-13-16 at 2:00!!  For questions or to get involved, call me:  

 Jana D-M. @ 727.288.1477 or  
 Central Office. @ 760324.4880 or  

 email Manager@aainthedesert.org.  
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
New Meetings  
 
Joshua Tree, “Way Of Life Newcomer’s 12 & 12 Group” meets at 4:30 PM at the Hi Desert 

Alano Club 57637 Yucca Tr. 
 
Joshua Tree, “Young People in AA” Meeting Sunday 3:30 P.M. Fellowship Hall 6430 Park 

Blvd. 
 
Palm Desert, there is a new “Closed” Women’s Book Study at 74-130 El Cortez Way on 

Mondays at 7:00 PM called “Lisa’s Ladies Book Study” 
 
Meeting no Longer in Existence 
Palm Springs, “6:00 AM Crack of Dawn Meeting” that met 5 days a week at St. Teresa 

Church 2800 E. Ramon and also met at the 559 S. Palm Canyon suite 105 on the 
weekends, is not meeting at all any more 

 
Meeting Updates 
Joshua Tree, the 8:00 PM meeting at the Fellowship Hall 6430 Park Blvd. that had been 

a “Discussion” meeting is now an “As Bill Sees It”  
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Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 

11/05 - Rhea T.       -  Desert Hot Springs 
11/12 - Luther W.    -  Palm Desert 
11/19 - Dorothy O.  -  Palm Desert 
11/26 - Enrique R.  -  Bellflower, CA 

Sobriety Capital of the World 

Indio 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

11/04 -  Jim H.        -  Chicago Il 
11/11 -  Michele L.  -  Tustin, CA 
11/18 -  Alanda D.   -  Yorba Linda CA 
11/25 -  Trenton H.  -  Yucaipa, CA 

Cornfield Meeting -   

City Council Chambers, Palm Springs 

Friday Night, 7:00 p.m. 

11/04 - George L.  -  Palm Desert 
11/11 -  Norma U.  -  La Quinta 
11/19 -  Frank P.    -  Palm Desert 
11/25 -  Sandi G.   -  Rancho Mirage 
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