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A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
            manager@aainthedesert.org 
 
 

Intergroup Meeting  
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

3rd Thursday of the month,  
6:30 p.m. 

 
General Service, District 9  
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month,  
6:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 

Palm Desert, CA 92261 
 

Mid-Southern California Area 
(MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 

45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Email: 
webmaster@gmail.com 

 

Step Eight 
 

Made a list of all persons we had harmed  
and became willing to make amends to them all. 

 

Tradition Eight 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional,  
but our service centers may employ special workers. 

Concept Eight 
 

The trustees are the principal planners and  
administrators of  overall policy and finance.  

They have custodial oversight of the separately  
incorporated and constantly active services,  
exercising this through their ability to elect  

all the directors of  these entities. 

Step Nine 
 

Made direct amends to such people wherever possible,  
except when to do so would injure them or others. 

 

Tradition Nine 
 

A.A., as such, ought never be organized; but  
we may create service boards or committees  

directly responsible to those they serve. 

Concept Nine 
 

Good service leadership at all levels is indispensable  
for our future functioning and safety. Primary world  
service leadership, once exercised by the founders,  

must necessarily be assumed by the trustees. 
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We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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Angela M. 1 yr. 
Lindsay W. 2 yr. 

Papa Bear 2 yr. 

Missy 13 yr. 

Robert W. 24 yr. 

Bill G. 29 yr. 

Doug R.. 30 yr. 

Tom O’M. 46 yr. 

  

  

  

  

Janette H. 1 yr. 
Janelly 1 yr. 

Mike C. 1 yr. 

Mari C. 3 yr. 
Bear  4 yr. 

Travis G. 5 yr. 

Perry H. 8 yr. 

Jeff C. 14 yr. 

Duane H. 16 yr. 

Bill W. 30 yr. 

 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Desert Life-
line must be received by the 15th of the month for considera-

tion of publication in the following month’s issue. 
 

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Russell J. 

Vice Chairman: Geoff M. 
Treasurer: Ainslie M. 

Secretary: OPEN 
 

Directors 
 

Lobo Mc G. 
David T. 
Duane H. 
Dennis B. 
John G. 

 
Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 

 
Office Manager: David M. 

July Office Statistics 

Meeting Info 31 

12 Step Calls 3 

Visitors 48 

Literature Sales 78 

Al-Anon 2 

Other 12 Step 3 

Miscellaneous  47 

Business 11 

Want to get the Desert Lifeline 
delivered directly to you  
via email each month?? 

Well…… you can!  Just go to 
the Central Office web site, 
www.aainthedesert.org, and 

follow the link to sign up!  
It’s just that easy!!   

And …….. It’s FREE!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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THIS SUMMARY MAY BE DUPLICATED AND DISTRIBUTED AT A.A. MEETINGS.  
 

The Challenge of the Seventh Tradition  
A Summary A.A. World Services  

Bill W. said, "There was a place in A.A. where spirituality and money would mix, and that was in 
the hat!" (Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions - page 163) The General Service Board is con-
cerned about the problem of using publishing income to support the group services of the General 
Service Office and the work of the General Service Board. Historically, the sale of literature has 
produced income to help support service activities since 1940. At one time we could say that mon-
ey came from the A.A. member, either as contributions or through purchase of books. In recent 
years, an increasing amount of publishing income has come from sale of literature to outside agen-
cies. We welcome this wider distribution of our message but can no longer overlook the fact that 
outsiders are providing financial help for our Twelfth Step work. When members put money in the 
basket they do Twelfth Step work. This Twelfth Step work includes carrying the A.A. message 
through literature, audiovisual materials and information, as well as with direct action with other 
countries worldwide, Loners, the public, the media and friends in the professional community. 
When A.A. services become fully supported by contributions, literature can be sold at cost — 
making our message more readily available and thus enabling us to fulfill our primary purpose. 
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Concept Eight  
 

The trustees are the principal planners and administrators of over-all  
policy and finance. They have custodial oversight of the separately  

incorporated and constantly active services, exercising this through their  
ability to elect all the directors of these entities. 

 
 

This concept basically defines the responsibilities and influence that were outlined in the earlier  
concepts. It sets a boundary of the trustees in the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. and A.A. World Services, Inc. to 
the sort of oversight accomplished by electing the directors of these separate companies, but essentially 
discouraging them from assuming the daily role of executives or administrators of these entities.  For 
me, this concept opens my mind to thinking how I should back off from trying to fix others and stay  
focused on what I need to accomplish in my life. I would be better off taking care of my own  
responsibilities than being too concerned on others affairs. 
  

Concept Nine   
 

Good service leadership at all levels is indispensable for our future  
functioning and safety. Primary world service leadership, once exercised  

by the founders, must necessarily be assumed by the trustees. 
 

What at first look seems to be a contradiction of 12th Tradition, which reminds us to place principles  
before personalities. It seems to recognize that AA members, will allow themselves to lead, but  
generally do not like being told what to do. As Bill Wilson said, it is like saying to our leaders, “Act for us, 
but don’t boss us.” We members of AA must survive in order to help the other alcoholics still suffering. 
Thus said, we must support the best General Service Representatives (“GSR’s”) we can find, for it is 
these people that ultimately select District Committee Members (DCM’s) who in turn select the  
Delegates to the Conference. So being, do we appreciate our current GSR’s and all the effort they put 
forth? Do we get on the bandwagon when asked? Do we have the talents or gifts when asked to be of 
further service to AA without compensation? 
  
Joe A. Monday Marauders Stag , St. Margaret's Church, Palm Desert  
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Step Eight 
 

Made a list of all persons we had harmed and became  
willing to make amends to them all.  

 
I was told to use the list I had written in my fourth step to do my eighth step, so, this step went fairly 
quickly. In the fourth step I had told of all of family, bosses, and all of the people who had done me 
wrong and later in step four realized the one at fault was me.  
 
This is a great place to begin work for the eighth step. I got out my list again and asked GOD for 
the willingness. After all, this step does say “be willing”. This isn’t always possible to do, however 
the step does say “willing to make amends to them all.  
 
I suggest to open your heart when doing all of the steps, invite GOD to direct your thoughts and  
actions. Stay out of the results and pray. By this time in your journey God has already showed you 
the person you can be. When you stroll off course, ask GOD to steer you back and great things will 
begin to happen. Please don’t make this step confusing; it is a real basic step. Make a list and be 
willing to …… ask GOD for wisdom . See you on the road of happy destiny.  
 
And remember that if nobody has told you they love you today….. Paul Does! 
 
Paul G  
Monday Men’s Marauders 
St. Margaret’s, Palm Desert 

My favorite part is when we hear from the minority opinion. Where else do I get to share MY  
opinion and YOU might change your mind --- of course, where else am I open enough to hear 

YOUR opinion, and maybe change MY mind!?!?" 
 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

When I took a look at why I had taken those unprincipled actions, I realized that I still had fear of  
financial insecurity. When I looked at why I have financial insecurity, I realized that it's because  

I've been trying to fill a God-sized hole with something other than God!" 

 

Forgiveness  -  compassionate feelings that support  
a willingness to forgive. 

 
Freedom  -  the right to frequent, enjoy, or use at will. 
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Step Nine 
 

Made direct amends to such people wherever possible,  
except when to do so would injure them or others.  

 
I believe that each Step has a gift for me.  Throughout my sobriety, as I “worked” the Steps and learned how 
to incorporate the principle of each Step into my life, I found I received a gift from each one.  The gift I  
received from each step was unique and especially what I needed most at that time. A spiritual awakening, a 
freedom of some kind, a new awareness, shedding another piece of my armor and letting in a little more 
light.  Maybe you could relate to some of my experiences maybe yours were completely different.  This, I 
think, is the miracle of the Steps.  Same Steps, yet each of us has our own personal experience with them. 
 
Amends are not just about saying, “I am sorry”.  How many times have I said that! I like Webster’s New 
World Dictionary definition of amends: “Something given or done to make up for injury, loss etc. that one has 
caused”. 
 
After I had completed my Fifth Step I thought I had done the hardest thing I would have to do in the  
program of Alcoholics Anonymous.  Then I came to Steps 8 & 9. Yikes! I felt like everything was my fault.  
How could I ever climb this mountain?  I reviewed my list with my sponsor.  After some deletions and  
additions and lots of praying for willingness, I was ready to go into action. The gifts and miracles I had  
received so far and the friendships and trust I had formed with my sponsor and others in the fellowship gave 
me the courage to press on.    
 
The “Big Book” of Alcoholics Anonymous spends more time on step nine than on any other step.   Several 
specific directions and scenarios are depicted. I found it helpful to reread that section before each attempt.  I 
am reminded to be humble but not to grovel, to focus on my own errors and not on those I perceive were 
made by others. The book reminds me that all people may not be receptive, but not to be discouraged.  
Most of all it is stressed that we must not cause any harm in the process of making our amends.   
 
The largest amends I felt I owed was to my family.  I made direct amends to them when they were willing to 
listen. I told them of the wrongs I felt I had done to them, asked if there was anything I could do to make it 
right and became the best sister and daughter I knew how to be. I understood that I had to let them be who 
they were and not what I expected them to be.  I understood that my mother would never be the “Mommy” I 
had always resented her for not being. The gift I received from that is a feeling of being a  
member of my family instead of a visitor. I saw my mother in a different light. I came to understand her as a 
woman who had also survived much and I was able to honor her. When my mother passed away last year I 
was truly grateful that I had completed Step 9 with her and that we had several years of a respectful peace-
ful relationship. 
 
Step Nine is about cleaning house and healing.  When I have caused “ injury or loss” to someone I have al-
so harmed myself.  I have created guilt and fear and alienated myself.  So as I make the amends, I am also 
healed. The healing I experienced in those relationships spills over into all my relationships. The gifts from 
working this step are many. Remember that this Step is on the threshold of the “Promises”.  If you are new 
and may be wondering “what’s in this program for me?” I suggest you grab a Big Book and go to the end of 
Step nine and read the “Promises”.   Many of them have come true for me. I thank God for the  
program of Alcoholics Anonymous and the many gifts and miracles I have received from working the Steps. 
 
Daria S. 
Ladies Night Out 
Foundation for the Retarded, Palm Desert 
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September 29th-30th, October 1st 2017 
 

66th Annual Southern California AA Convention 
“GET YOUR KICKS at SO CAL 66” 
Westin Mission Hills Resort & Spa 

71333 Dinah Shore Dr. 
Rancho Mirage, California 92270 

(877) 253-0041 
 

http://www.aasocal.com 

Book of the month 
 

Little 12 & 12 Dictionary 

And Concordance 
        Normally $6.00 - this month $5.00 

July Volunteers at Central Office 

Abe T. 
Bob S. 
Brad L. 

David B. 
 
 
 

Eileen C. 
Jan S. 
Jan V. 
Jane Y. 

Jay A. 
Jim B. 

John K. 
Karen B. 

 
 

 
Kristin V. 
Kathie P. 
Lauren A. 

Lobo Mc G. 

 
 

 
 

 
Mary Anne C. 
Maureen K. 
Michael K. 

Nina S. 
Patti N. 

 
 

Rich W. 
Steve P. 
Steve S. 
Tonia B. 
Tracy M. 
Trish B. 
Vickie G. 

Zebra Mark 

http://www.aasocal.com/favicon.ico
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Tradition Eight 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional  
but our service centers may employ special workers. 

 

Throughout the world A.A.s are "12th stepping" with thousands of new prospects a month. Between one 
and two thousand of these stick on our first presentation; past experience shows that most of the 
remainder will come back to us later on. Almost entirely unorganized, and completely non-professional, 
this mighty spiritual current is now flowing from alcoholics who are well to those who are sick. One 
alcoholic talking to another; that's all.  
 
Could this vast and vital face-to-face effort ever be professionalized or even organized? Most 
emphatically, it could not. The few efforts to professionalize straight "12th Step" work have always failed 
quickly. Today, no A.A. will tolerate the idea of paid "A.A. Therapists" or "organizers". Nor does any A.A. 
like to be told just how he must handle that new prospect of his. No, this great life-giving stream can never 
be dammed up by paid do-gooders or professionals. Alcoholics Anonymous is never going to cut its own 
life lines. To a man, we are sure of that.  
 
But what about those who serve us full time in other capacities -- are cooks, caretakers and paid 
Intergroup secretaries "A.A. professionals"?  
 
Because our thinking about these people is still unclear, we often feel and act as though they were such. 
The impression of professionalism subtly attaches to them, so we frequently hear they are "making money 
out of A.A.", or that they are "professionalizing" A.A. Seemingly, if they do take our A.A. dollars they don't 
quite belong with us A.A.s any more. We sometimes go further; we underpay them on the theory they 
ought to be glad to "cook" for A.A. cheap.  
 
Now isn't this carrying our fears of professionalism rather far? If these fears ever got too strong, none but a 
saint or an incompetent could work for Alcoholics Anonymous. Our supply of saints being quite small, we 
would certainly wind up with less competent workers than we need.  
 
We are beginning to see that our few paid workers are performing only those service tasks that our 
volunteers cannot consistently handle. Primarily these folks are not doing 12th Step work. They are just 
making more and better 12th Step work possible. Secretaries at their desks are valuable points of contact, 
information and public relations. That is what they are paid for, and nothing else. They help carry the good 
news of A.A. to the outside world and bring our prospects face to face with us. That's not "A.A. therapy"; 
it's just a lot of very necessary but often thankless work.  
 
So, where needed, let's revise our attitude toward those who labor at our special services. Let us treat 
them as A.A. associates, and not as hired help; let's recompense them fairly and, above all, let's absolve 
them from the label of professionalism.  
 
Let us also distinguish clearly between "organizing the A.A. movement" and setting up, in a reasonably 
business-like manner, its few essential services of contact and propagation. Once we do that, all will be 
well. The million or so brother alcoholics who are still sick will then continue to get the break we 60,000 
A.A.s have already had.  
 
Let's give our "service desks" the hand they so well deserve.  
 
Bill W.  
The A.A. Grapevine, July, 1948 
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Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

09/01 – Pat Y.       –     Palm Desert 
09/08 – Victor M.  –     La Canada 
09/15 – Steve G.  –     El Centro 
09/22 –  Ben F.      –     Huntington Beach 
09/29 – Participation Meeting  
         (So. Cal. AA event)  

Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall,  

Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
 

09/02 – Don M.      –     Palm Desert 
09/09 -Rhonda T.    –     La Quinta 
09/16 – Joe A.         –     Palm Desert 
09/23 – Jackie D.    –     Palm Desert 
09/30 – Tom M.      –     Los Angeles  

Thank God It’s Saturday,  
Temple Isaiah 332 W. Alejo Rd.  
Palm Springs 
 

Saturday  8:00 PM 
09/02  – Mary M. 
09/09  – David D. 
09/16  – Scott W. 
09/23  – Arturo G. 
09/30  – Scott C.  

Tradition Eight 
 

 Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional,  
but our service centers may employ special workers. 

 
This tradition cuts to the very core of A.A. To me it simply says that Alcoholics Anonymous is just one drunk 
talking to another to stay sober. This to me is the very essence of A.A. I have held many positions in my  
almost sixty years on this planet but above all I am first and foremost an Alcoholic.  
 
Professionals in A.A. would probably destroy this program as we know it. As an Alcoholic, I need a level  
playing field. I need to be able to walk into a meeting (no matter where I am) and feel at home. 
 
I went to Laughlin last weekend and attended the morning meetings at the “Bullhead City Alano Club”. I only 
go there a couple times a year with the bowling league but the friends that I have made there remember me 
and I am at home there. 
 
No professionals, just people like you and me, and of course “Whiskers”, the neighborhood dog, who shows  
up on time and stays quietly through the whole meeting. I personally would be a lost soul without this  
program and the friends that I have in it. It is a gift from God and I will always try to respect that. 
 
Alcoholics Anonymous will always be a safe haven to us as long as we respect and operate within the  
traditions and concepts of this program. 
 
Randy H.,  Thursday Night Big Book, Yucca Valley 

A few ex-drunks are telling war stories after a meeting …. 
“There was this bar in Japan where they bring you warm 
Saki and massage your shoulders while you drink as 
much as you want,” said the first. 
“Oh, that’s nothing. I was at a Hotel in Mumbai where 
you’d buy one whiskey and they’d refill the glass twice 
more – all while pretty girls danced for you.” 
“Heck,” said the third, “There’s this bar in Dublin where as 
soon as they find out you’re a foreigner, they pay for all 
your drinks and then, after you’re tipsy, invite you into the 
back room where you get naked and have sex all night 
with the staff.” 
“No way! Did that actually happen to you?” 
“Well… not me. But it happened to my sister.” 
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September Puzzle 



14 

 

Desert Lifeline, August/September 2017 

MEETING UPDATES  
Meetings have moved: 
Palm Springs, The Mixed Nuts Meeting at 5:30 P.M. has moved to the LGBT Community Center 1301 
N. Palm Canyon  Dr.  
Palm Springs, the 7:00 PM Friday night Cornfield Meeting that has been meeting at the Palm Springs 
Chamber is now meeting at the Demuth Community Center 3601 E. Mesquite Ave. 

Palm Springs, the 7:00 PM Saturday night T.G.I.S. Speaker Meeting that has been meeting at the 
Palm Springs Chamber is now meeting at the Temple Isaiah Library 32 W. Alejo Rd. 

 
Meetings time Change 
Palm Desert, The Meditation Meeting at the Spiritual Center 45-630 Portola Ave. now meets at 7:00 P.M. 
 
New Meetings: 
Cathedral City, a “Bare Bones discussion meeting has started at the Perez Plaza Meeting Hall every 
Saturday at 9:30 AM  68845 Perez Rd. Suite 25 
Palm Desert, a 9:00 AM Saturday Women ’s Meeting titled the “164” has just started meeting at  
  the University Baptist Church 72700 Fred Waring  (Across from Trader Joe’s) 
Palm Springs, there is a new discussion meeting called the “Positive Hour” that now meets at the 559 
Meeting Hall every Friday at 5:30 PM …  559 S. Palm Canyon Suite 105 
Palm Springs, a “Newcomers Meeting ” now meets at the 559 Meeting Hall every Saturday at 5:30 PM … 
     559 S. Palm Canyon Suite 105 
Twenty-nine Palms, Tuesday at 7:00 AM there is a new “As Bill Sees It” meeting at  
     the St. Martins-in-the-Fields Church 72348 Larrea Ave  

THE NEW AND IMPROVED 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The online store has been updated. 
Just follow the links on the web site  

www.aainthedesert.org. 
 

You can order all of the literature that we sell and either have it shipped to  
you or prepared and waiting for you to pick up at Central Office. No more  

waiting at Central Office while your order is processed! 
 

Orders to be shipped MUST be charged to a credit card.  Orders to be picked up  
at Central Office can either be charged or paid for at time of pick-up. 

 
During the week, we will attempt to complete and ship, if necessary,  all orders  

within 24 hours of placement. On weekends, we will attempt to complete  
all orders by Monday afternoon. 
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Quote of the Week 

 
“Does it feel sober?” 

 
When I first got sober, the only thing that changed for me 
was that I no longer drank. Most everything else, though, 
remained the same. I still stole money at my job, cheated 
in my relationships, and lied to my family and myself. I 
still remember when I heard at a meeting, “How do you 
know when a newcomer is lying? When his lips are 
moving.” That hit home in a very uncomfortable way.  
 

As I began navigating the new world of the Steps, I kept 
running into the phrase, “rigorous honesty.” At first I kept 
looking for ways around that, but as I did my various 
inventories – a fear inventory, a resentment inventory, a 
relationship inventory – I realized I had to finally get 
honest with myself if I was to have any chance at this 
recovery thing. It took a long time for me to overcome my 
tendency to be dishonest, but each time I told the truth, I 
felt much better.  
 
In recovery, they say that you “grow a conscience.” I sure 
did. After a while, it got harder and harder to live with 
even little white lies, and I soon saw and felt the wisdom 
of being rigorously honest. Today, I know the path to 
freedom isn’t in getting what I want by lying, it’s in 
speaking my truth and being accepted for who I am. 
These days when I have a decision to make, I just ask 
myself what feels the most sober.  
 
The answer that most resonates with my conscience is the 

right one. 
 

Today's quote was from 

Wisdom Volume I.   

July 1985 
Singleness of Purpose 

 
GSO has providing each AA group with the single-

ness of purpose card. When read, new comers hear the 
words but rarely do not understand its meaning and pur-
pose.  

 
I came into the fellowship in January of 1971 and 

have enjoyed continues sobriety do to the guidance of my 
sponsor Bob H and his brother Bud. They shared with me 
how they have recovered from the seemingly hopeless 
state of mind and body and how they arrested their disease 
of alcoholism one day at a time. Bob was just shy of 15-
years and Brother Bud had 20-years that January.  

 
In addition to the many solutions to recovery, they 

also shared with me the A. A.A. traditions, and meeting 
protocols. Their main admonition to me was not to change 
A.A. but to keep A.A. just as I found it.  

 
These were the days before the proliferation of 

treatment centers hit us here on the Central California 
coast. Our meetings were 1½ hours and mostly closed. 
The leader of the meeting did just that they lead the meet-
ing. They starting by asking does anyone have having a 
sobriety-threatening problem? The leader would start by 
sharing their experience in dealing with that or similar 
problem. Our leaders were selected from those attending 
who has substantial sobriety and they would then call on 
those they knew from our home group who would contrib-
ute what they did in a similar situation. Our meetings were 
learning sessions on how to maintain sobriety by living in 
the solution. We also said the universal “Our Father” Pray-
er at the end of each session. We were also encouraged to 
read Emmitt Fox’s “Sermon on the Mount “one of the 
books Bill W. used as a guide in writing the Big Book to 
better, understand how this Prayer dovetails with the pro-
gram.  

 
Robert S.             Sob. Date 01/20/1971 

TODAY  
Easy does it for today 

First things first is what they say 

A life time of happiness is on the way 

By finding happiness day by day 

To wish for tomorrow to live in tomorrow 

Is trouble and strife and  a lifetime of sorrow 

Accept yourself for what you are  

And not reach out for a distant star 

Our goals are here for us  today 

Not tomorrow and far away.  

 

 

Live each day as it comes your way 

And from time just stop and pray  

God is there for you to embrace 

Loving Him is no disgrace 

First things first is what they say 

Easy does it for today 

By: Robert S. 

Boerne Texas 

Formerly of 

San Luis Obispo, CA 
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