
  

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 
35-325 Date Palm Drive  

Suite  134 
Cathedral City, CA 92234 

 
Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 
Fax 760.324.4851 

Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 
 

            manager@aainthedesert.org 
 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 
Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 6:00 
p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area 

(MSCA) 
PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
The General Service Office, PO Box 459, 
Grand Central Station NY 10163 

Web site: www.aa.org 
 

DCYPAA 
Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 
45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  
Email: 

webmaster@dcypaa.com 

March 2018  

! ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ LƴǘŜǊƎǊƻǳǇ hŶŎŜ  
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀŎƘŜƭƭŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ 

 

 

 

Step  
 
 

Made a decision to turn our will  
and our lives over to the care of  
God as we understood Him. 

 
 

Tradition  
 

The only requirement for A.A.  
membership is a desire to  

stop drinking. 
 

Concept  
 
 

To  insure effective leadership, we 
should endow each element of  

A.A. - the  Conference,  the General 
Service Board and its service  
corporations, staffs, committees,  
and executives - with a traditional 

ñRight of Decision.ò 

Commitment   -  a pledge or promise; obligation; 
engagement; involvement; the act of committing, 
pledging, or engaging oneself. 
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We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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Keith L. 1 yr. 

Michelle B. 1 yr. 

Hillary B. 1 yr. 
April C. 1 yr. 

Cody F. 1 yr. 

Brian O. 5 yr. 

Gene B. 5 yr. 

Anita T. 7 yr. 
Christopher H. 7 yr. 

Scott N. 10 yr. 

  

  

Lesa A. 11 yr. 
Lisa C. 14 yr. 
Charles M. 19 yr. 
Terry F. 20.yr. 

Kristen  24.yr. 

Daniel M. 30 yr. 

Lauren A. 31 yr. 

Terry M 40 yr. 

Dennis B. 47.yr. 

Nick T. 47 yr. 

Maurice V. 48 yr. 

 Message from the Manager: The need for Office Volunteers changes monthly, it seems, 
and although I had 5 open shifts last week, and as of today, only two shifts are left to fill (every other 
Sat. & Sun. 10:00 AM ï2:00 PM) My gratitude for the response from the Fellowship is most fulfilling. As 
many of you know, we have a very active and enthusiastic Committee organizing the upcoming April 7th 
annual Gratitude Dinner. Ticket consignment is available at Central Office if anyone is interested in 
helping us raise funds for this important fundraiser that helps insure our ability to serve our local 
Fellowship. Each of the last three years have brought together 700 to 800 of our local members for a 
time of fellowship, food and Speaker Meeting that showed the over 40 Newcomers we were able to 
donate a ticket to that ñWe absolutely insist on enjoying life!ò Our Bridging the Gap program is still 
moving forward with presentation teams meeting with local In-Patient Treatment facilities letting their 
clients know that returning to treatment is not the only option for long-term sobriety. Our phone 
coordinator , Jesse G. is doing a wonderful job hooking up applicants from these presentations with local 
and national AA members who can show Newcomers how AA works on a personal level that can provide 
a sense of Hope for any who are ready to take the action that will bring long-term sobriety to their life. 
The generosity of our Board of Directors in supporting this very important arm of service has been a 
very uplifting an gratifying experience for me and those on our Bridging the Gap Committee. 

January Office Statistics 
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 

Board of Directors 
 

Chairman: Russell J. 
Vice Chairman: Geoff M. 
Treasurer: Ainslie M. 
Secretary: Jim B. 

 

Directors 
 

Duane H. 
Dennis B. 
Allan G. 
Joe A. 

 

Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 
Office Manager: David M. 

Meeting Info 29 

12 Step Calls 1 

Visitors 22 

Literature Sales 69 

Al-Anon 3 

Other 12 Step 9 

Miscellaneous  25 

Business 6 
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Sponsee: "How many really great AA speakers do you think there are?" 
 
Sponsor: "I really don't know, but I'm guessing that it's at least one LESS than you think!" 
 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
 
"I didn't really understand the full impact of the first step until after I had done Step Nine." 
 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
 
Heard at the end of a meeting: 
 
"Don't leave before the miracle happens! 
 
But, don't leave AFTER the miracle happens, either!" 
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January Volunteers at Central Office 

February Puzzle Solution 

Aaron C. 
Brad L. 
Brian H. 

 

 
Darren P. 
Eileen C. 
Emil M. 
Gregg C. 

Hillary B. 
Hugh W. 
Jay A. 
Jim B. 

 
 

Kristin V. 
Kathie P. 
Lobo Mc G. 
Mary Anne C. 

 

 
 

 
 

Michael K. 
Michael S. 
Patti N. 
Shawna M. 

 
 

 
 

Steve C. 
Steve P. 
Steve S. 
Terry S. 
Tracy M. 
Vickie G. 
Zebra Mark 
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2018 
COME AND BE PART OF THE COMMITTEE!!! 

4th Sunday of Each Month  
 

All meetings are held at fellowship hall unless otherwise noted 
Fellowship Hall- 45940 Portola Ave, Palm Desert, CA 92260 

 
4:00pm 

 

Committee Meetings Will Be Held:  
3/25, 4/29, 5/27, 6/24,  

Final Meeting at the Hotel 7/22/18 
 

Convention August 3ï 5th, 2018 

Double Tree Hotel    67967 Vista Chino Cathedral City, CA 92234  

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
New Meetings: 
 Rancho Mirage ñLiving Sober ñ(Closed, Book Study)  meets on Saturday 10:30 AM @ The Colony   
   (Upstairs in the Library)70377 Gerald Ford Dr.  
 Palm Springs, The ñTag Team Reflectionsò meeting meets at the LGBT Community Center new   
   location 1301 N. Palm Canyon.7:00 PM Friday  
 Palm Springs, The ñGod is With Usò Book study meets at 9:00 AM at 559 S. Palm Canyon. Dr. #B105 
 
Meeting Change of Location 
 Palm Desert, the meeting ñPlaying with a  Full Deckò womenôs meeting  has moved to Fellowship Hall on  
   Thursdays at 6:30 PM and is now a closed meeting for women only. 
 Palm Springs, the 7:00 PM Friday night Cornfield Meeting that has been meeting at the Palm   

 Springs Chamber is now meeting at the Demuth Community Center 3601 E. Mesquite Ave. 

 Rancho Mirage, òSolid Solutionsò Tuesday nights @ 7:00 PM (Discussion, Young People)  

  now meets a the Sovereign Health Restaurant  69-640 Highway 111 

 
Meeting Change of Name or Time 
 Indio, the Womenôs Candlelight meeting  at the ABC Recovery Center 44359 Palm Dr.  
  has been changed to ñOpen Candlelightò and is now an LGBTQ Discussion meeting. 
 Rancho Mirage, the Thursday Cigar Meeting at the River now meets at 8:00 P.M. 
 Bermuda Dunes, the name of the church that the Alkies Only meeting has been meeting has   
 changed itôs name from Pathfinder Church of the Risen Christ to St. Clare of Assisi. 
 Bermuda Dunes, the Wednesday Night Womenôs Meeting that met at Washington St. Apts. Rec. Rm. 
 42800 Washington St. will be meeting at the Administration Building 44291 S. Heritage Palms Dr.   
 (south gate-of of Fred Waring Dr.) starting March 7th 2018 
 Joshua Tree, the ñBlue Magic ñ Meeting a the Joshua Tree Fellowship, 6430 Park Blvd. on Wednesday is  at 
10:00 AM allows smoking 
 
Meeting no Longer in Existence 
 Palm Springs, The 2:00 PM Wednesday Meeting at Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Hall no longer meets 
 Desert Hot Springs, The 7:30 PM Sunday meeting is no longer there. 
 Rancho Mirage, òYoung @ Heart Meetingò Monday nights @ 7:00 PM that met at the Sovereign Health  
   Restaurant  69-640 Highway 111 no longer meets 
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes  
since the printing of the newsletter. 

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

     3/2   -  Kelly J.      -     Los Angeles 
 3/9   -  Ginny P.     -     Palm Springs 
 3/16  -  Manny V.   -     Oxnard 
 3/23  -  Kenny W.  -     Northridge 
 3/30  -  Patt O.      -     Fullerton 

Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
 

 3/3    -  Tom R.           -     Palm Desert 
 3/10  -  Destiny W.     -     Palm Desert 
 3/17  -  Cole C.          -     Desert Center 
 3/24  -  Michelle H.    -     Thousand Palms 
 3/31  -  Nick F.           -      Palm Desert 

Santa Rosa Messengers -   

Coachella Valley Christian Church 

Indio 

Saturday Night, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 3/3    -  Rick S.         -     Palm Desert 
 3/10  -  Suzi A.         -     Palm Desert 
 3/17  -  Kathleen B.  -     Palm Springs 
 3/24  -  Richard        -     Indio 
 3/31  -  Jett T.           -     Palm Springs 

What does Central Office Do for Me??? 
 
1. We carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic via telephone calls and 
12-step work 

2. Insure a steady supply of literature for our groups at an attractive price. 
3. Provide a telephone contact service for AA meeting information and other 
information such as recovery places, other 12-step contact information, other 
Central Office numbers, etc. 

4. Publish a monthly newsletter by and for our local fellowship with local events 
and articles by local AA members on the Steps, Traditions and Concepts. 

5. Assist in forming new groups or help existing groups in carrying out our 
purpose 

6. Help in any way to carry out the sole purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
7. Attempt to unify our efforts to achieve this purpose 
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Book of the month 

 

Came to Believe (Lg. Print) 
 

Normally $5.25ðThis month $4.25 
 

A 120-page collection of stories by A.A. members who 
write about what the phrase "spiritual awakening" means 

to them. (Large-print edition)  

Tradition Three 
 

The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking. 
 

Back in the good old days when A.A. was founded, groups had a very hard time accepting people into 
the A.A. membership. Page 102 of Alcoholics Anonymous Comes of Age states ñA.A. members must 
have a Sincere Desire to stop drinking.ò They worried about members coming in that were ódifferentô 
people, criminals and social undesirables.  
 

Over the years I believe we came to recognize ourselves as óthose peopleô mentioned above. Once our 
fears subsided, we finally said to ourselves, Who are we to keep anybody out? To many a desperate 
drunk, A.A. is the court of their last appeal. We cannot slam the door on anyone.  
 

ñYou are an A.A. member if you say so. No matter what you have done, or still will do, you are an A.A. 
member as long as you say so.ò 
 
John E 
Alky's Only Group, Palm Desert 

Come get involved!  The Gratitude Dinner will be held 
Saturday,  

April 7th at Xavier Prep. 34200 Cook St, Palm Desert, CA 92211   
We need volunteers to help put on this event.   

If you are interested, please call  
Central Office @ 760.324.4880 to volunteer, or attend 

the next Committee Meeting March 25th 2:00 PM @ Central Office 
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Concept 3 
 

To insure effective leadership, we should endow each element of A.A. - the Conference,  
the General Service Board, and its service corporations, staffs,  
committees, and executives - with a traditional "Right of Decision". 

 
Concept 3 is the "Right of Decision." As trusted servants (Tradition 2), our leaders are allowed to decide 
which problems they will dispose of themselves and upon which matters they will report, consult, or ask 
specific directions. We must trust our leaders to make the right decisions for A.A. as a whole. 
 
ñThis "Right of Decision" should never be made an excuse for failure to render proper reports of all 
significant actions taken; it ought never be used as a reason for constantly exceeding a clearly defined 
authority, nor as an excuse for persistently failing to consult those who are entitled to be consulted before 
an important decision is taken." Our ultimate authority is a loving God. If leaders are ineffective, 
inefficient, or abuse the 'Right of Decision', each group has the right to remedy the situation. 
 
ñOur entire A.A. program rests squarely upon the principle of mutual trust. We trust God, we trust A.A., 
and we trust each other. Therefore, we cannot do less than trust our leaders in service. The "Right of 
Decision" that we offer them is not only the practical means by which they may act and lead effectively, 
but it is also the symbol of our implicit confidence." 
 
(quotes from The A.A. Service Manual/Twelve Concepts for World Service) 
 
Rebecca K         6AM Sunrise Celebrators, Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 
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Step Three 
 

Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the  
care of God as we understood Him. 

 
This step was extremely difficult for me, because my inability to understand it. My capacity for surrender 
was of no avail at that time, even accepting that I was an alcoholic was difficult. My thinking was that if I 
did this step all of a sudden I was not going to have any will, I would just lay down and let my higher 
power do it all.  My relationship with my Higher Power at that time was not a very good one. YES, I knew 
there was a God, but I did not trust him, I blamed him for all the unmanageability of my life. I prayed and 
He did not do what I asked him, how could I trust him? Furthermore, now surrender to a God of my 
understanding.... not a Catholic God? Forget it. I was blind to the part of the step that reads MADE A 
DECISION. 
 
For many years I had been self-sufficient, as a matter of fact, I was self-sufficient since I left home when I 
got married. I made the decision to make my own decisions and consulting with God was not even in my 
mind. 
 
I told my sponsor I canôt turn my will over to a foreign God and become a nobody, so I do not know if I 
can do this step. My sponsor explained this step this way: she dropped her keys and said, ñI am making a 
decision to pick up my keys,ò and kept on repeating the same sentence over and over. I asked her, are 
you going to pick up your keys or not?, she said ñI will.ò Then she picked them up and said to me, ñfirst I 
made a decision and then took the action to pick them up, so it is with step 3, you make the decision and 
the action of the following steps will eventually make you turn your will and your life to the care of God.ò 
She told me that this step takes no action just acceptance and willingness. 
 
I thought MAKING A DECISION is not too bad, and I was willing to do whatever was necessary to 
continue, not because I wanted to do the steps, but because my sponsor was on my back and other 
women with the same amount of sobriety were already on their 6th and 7th. I did not want to be ñless 
than,ò so I made a decision to MAKE A DECISION. 
 
I read in the 12 and 12, faith of some kind is possible to any one. I told an old-timer that I did not have 
faith, and he told me this story: A man came to his priest and told him, ñI have no faithò and the priest told 
him, ñyou do have faith and I can prove it,ò the man asked ñhow?ò the priest asked him ñare you 
married?ò, he answered, ñYes,ò ñDo you have any children?ò, he said ñI have 3 children.ò Then he told 
him, ñthose are three acts of faith,ò the man said ñI do not understand it,ò the priest said ñyour wife keeps 
on telling you they are yours and you keep on believing her, that is faith.ò So I did have faith, I 
understood. 
 
Today I know that in the past my self will cut-off the light of the spirit and that my life was unmanageable 
by my own will power. Lack of power is my dilemma, so today I allow Godôs Power manage my life MOST 
OF THE TIME. But at times I take up my old job of being General Manager of the Universe, so my life 
and the lives of those around me become unmanageable. 
In a general way, this is what it was like, what happened, and what it is like now................ 
 
Bertha G. 
Alkyôs Only Group, Palm Desert 

". . . . and then my sponsor asked me to try to  
think of what an adult might do in the same situation!" 
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Registration is available now at http://www.desertpowwow.com 
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