
  

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
           manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

3rd Thursday of the month,  
6:30 p.m. 

 
General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 
6:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Email:webmaster@dcypaa.com 

 
General Service, District 30 

4th Sunday of the month, 2:30PM 
ST Joseph of Arimethia Church 

56312 Onaga Trail 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

Mailing Address: P O Box 1692 
Yucca Valley, CA 92286-1962 

April 2018 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 
 

Honesty   -  
uprightness and fairness: truthfulness, sincerity, or 
frankness; freedom from deceit or fraud. 

Step Four 
 

Made a searching and fearless  
moral inventory of ourselves.  

Tradition Four 
 

Each group should be autonomous  
except in matters affecting  

other groups or A.A. as a whole. 
 

Concept Four 
 

At all responsible levels, we ought to maintain a 
traditional “Right of Participation,” allowing a  

voting representation in reasonable proportion to 
the responsibility that each must discharge. 
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February Office Statistics 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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Tristan B. 1 yr. 
Lee A, 1 yr. 
Elisa O. 1 yr. 

Amy J. 2 yr. 

Chris M. 4 yr. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Glenn S. 22 yr. 
Glenda W. 34 yr. 
Rick S. 36 yr. 

Jerry Mc D. 41 yr. 

  

  

  
  

  

  

 Message from the Manager: The Gratitude Dinner Committee is doing a wonderful job 
planning the event this Saturday! We have ordered dinner for 700, and the dessert donation volunteers 
will again outdo each other with a variety of delicacies to delight us all. The office has been quite active 
lately, as you might imagine, and the volunteers at the sales desk were of great support following up on 
all of you selling tickets, in addition to fielding calls, stocking the shelves, and assisting the many 
customers we have each day. Thanks to you all for your support! 
 For those of you who haven't heard about the upgrade of our website database of meetings here in 
the valley, let me introduce our addition to the nation-wide “Meeting Guide”. When this application is 
installed in a smart phone, the closest meeting to your location on the time of day is listed, including a 
description and directions. The creator of this app donated his valuable time to revamp our website 
database to allow our local area to be included in this generous project benefiting Alcoholics around the 
country access to a meeting wherever they are, as long as the local Central Office is compliant, which 
we now are one of the over 150 Central Offices in the US and Canada! The link to the app can be found 
on our website, and downloaded from the App Store or Google Play.  
 
 
      Go to our Homepage & look for the icon: 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 

Chairman: Russell J. 
Vice Chairman: Geoff M. 

Treasurer: Ainslie M. 
Secretary: Jim B. 

 

Directors 
 

Duane H. 
Dennis B. 
Allan G. 
Joe A. 

Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C. & David M. 
Office Manager: David M. 

Meeting Info 26 

12 Step Calls 0 

Visitors 31 

Literature Sales 82 

Al-Anon 2 

Other 12 Step 2 

Miscellaneous  30 

Business 2 
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TRADITION FOUR 
 

Each group should be autonomous except in matters  
affecting other groups or A.A. as a whole. 

 
 
Thank God for the Traditions. Only after trial and error do we know what not to do. That 
leaves us a lot of space to continue with trial and error. Autonomous— in those days they 
called it a Ten Dollar word, today we might say a Thousand Dollar word.  It’s pretty simple.  
Each group can make up their own format, give the group a name (there are some doozies) 
find a place to have it, get two or more drunks that want to stay sober, bring the coffee, col-
lect the money from the group to cover expenses, and there you have it.  
 
Now, let’s not be specialists, or authorities.  Oh ya— we are talking about a bunch of “Ego 
Driven (hopefully want to be sober) Drunks” so the trial began years ago, we have been 
taught to learn from our mistakes, and sometimes we do. They all got carried away made it 
too big, with too much authority and control. At least we got the General Service Board and 
General Service Office out of the forerunner’s ego trips. They had good intentions, and 
some good ideas. In fact they had 61 rules, too much, too much. So the “Good News” out 
of that experience was good ole Rule 62. “Don’t take yourself too damn seriously.” 
  
Now today we do have specialty groups, i.e. Men, Women, Closed, Gay, Non-Smoking, &  
Smoking, seems to work OK here.  I have only been sober 13 years, but I always hear the 
Traditions read at every meeting. That is a good “Tradition” at least in Southern California.   
 
Some of my experience is once one has their “favorite” meeting, they can’t stand to see 
changes. I was in one group, with the treasurer saying we are having a hard time paying 
the rent here, we need something less expensive. The majority of the group just could not 
change the room they got sober in, too many memories. So they figured it out, had to ask 
for more donations. My thought is, don’t get too attached to one place or one way of doing 
things. After all, if it weren’t for the willingness to change, none of us would be here. Thank 
God I am, and you are. 
 
Kathleen C. 
Women’s Book Study 
ABC Club, Indio 

If you can’t be grateful for what you have,  
what makes you think you’d be happy with more? 
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March Puzzle Solution 

Traditions Checklist  
 

Tradition Four: Each group should be autonomous except in matters affect-
ing other groups or AA as a whole.   

 

1. Do I insist that there are only a few right ways of doing things in AA?  
2. Does my group always consider the welfare of the rest of AA? Of nearby 
groups? Of Loners in Alaska? Of Internationalists miles from port? Of a group in 
Rome or El Salvador?   
3. Do I put down other members’ behavior when it is different from mine, or do I 
learn from  it?   
4. Do I always bear in mind that, to those outsiders who know I am in AA, I may 
to some extent represent our entire beloved Fellowship?   
5. Am I willing to help a newcomer go to any lengths—his lengths, not mine—to 
stay sober?   
6. Do I share my knowledge of AA tools with other members who may not have 
heard of them? 
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February Volunteers at Central Office 
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Book of the month 

Pass it On 
Biography of A.A.'s co-founder and the development  

of the Fellowship.  
  Including 39 photographs.  

 

    Normally $11.00  -  this month $10.00 

Aaron C. 
Brad L. 
Brian H. 

 

 
Eileen C. 
Emil M. 

Gregg C. 
Hillary B. 

 

 
Hugh W. 

Jay A. 
Jim B. 

 
 

Kristin V. 
Kathie P. 

Lobo Mc G. 
Mary Anne C. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Michael K. 
Michael S. 
Shawna M. 

 
 

 
 

 
Steve C. 
Steve P. 
Steve S. 
Terry S. 
Tracy M. 
Vickie G. 

Zebra Mark 
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2018 
COME AND BE PART OF THE COMMITTEE!!! 

4th Sunday of Each Month  
 

All meetings are held at fellowship hall unless otherwise noted 
Fellowship Hall- 45940 Portola Ave, Palm Desert, CA 92260 

 
4:00pm 

 

Committee Meetings Will Be Held:  
4/29, 5/27, 6/24,  

Final Meeting at the Hotel 7/22/18 
 

Convention August 3– 5th, 2018 

Double Tree Hotel    67967 Vista Chino Cathedral City, CA 92234  

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
New Meetings: 
 Rancho Mirage “Living Sober “(Closed, Book Study)  meets on Saturday 10:30 AM @ The Colony    
  (Upstairs in the Library)70377 Gerald Ford Dr.  
 Palm Springs, The “Tag Team Reflections” meeting meets at the LGBT Community Center new    
  location 1301 N. Palm Canyon.7:00 PM Friday  
 Palm Springs, The “God is With Us” Book study meets at 9:00 AM at 559 S. Palm Canyon. Dr. #B105 
 
Meeting Change of Location 
 Palm Desert, the meeting “Playing with a  Full Deck” women’s meeting  has moved to Fellowship Hall on   
  Thursdays at 6:30 PM and is now a closed meeting for women only. 
 Palm Springs, the 7:00 PM Friday night Cornfield Meeting that has been meeting at the Palm   

 Springs Chamber is now meeting at the Demuth Community Center 3601 E. Mesquite Ave. 

 Rancho Mirage, ”Solid Solutions” Tuesday nights @ 7:00 PM (Discussion, Young People)  

  now meets a the Sovereign Health Restaurant  69-640 Highway 111 

 
Meeting Change of Name, Type or Time 
 Indio, the Women’s Candlelight meeting  at the ABC Recovery Center 44359 Palm Dr.  
  has been changed to “Open Candlelight” and is now an LGBTQ Discussion meeting. 
 Bermuda Dunes, the name of the church that the Alkies Only meeting has been meeting has   
 changed it’s name from Pathfinder Church of the Risen Christ to St. Clare of Assisi. 
 Bermuda Dunes, the Wednesday Night Women’s Meeting that met at Washington St. Apts. Rec. Rm. 
   42800 Washington St. will be meeting at the Administration Building 44291 S. Heritage Palms Dr.  
     (south gate-of of Fred Waring Dr.) starting March 7th 2018 
 Joshua Tree, the “Blue Magic “ Meeting a the Joshua Tree Fellowship, 6430 Park Blvd. on Wednesday is at   
     10:00 AM allows smoking 
 Palm Springs, the “Sisters Under the Skin Meeting” at the Alano Club, Tues. at 5:30 P.M.  
      is now a closed women’s meeting 
 Rancho Mirage, the Thursday Cigar Meeting at the River now meets at 8:00 P.M. 
 
 
Meeting no Longer in Existence 
 Palm Springs, The 2:00 PM Wednesday Meeting at Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Hall no longer meets  
 Desert Hot Springs, The 7:30 PM Sunday meeting is no longer there. 
 Rancho Mirage, ”Young @ Heart Meeting” Monday nights @ 7:00 PM that met at the Sovereign Health   
  Restaurant  69-640 Highway 111 no longer meets 

 Palm Desert, The 6:30 AM Mon. Wed. & Fri. 11th Step Meditation Meeting on Joni drive no longer meets. 
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Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

 4/6    -  Peter S.        -     San Pedro, CA 
 4/13  -  Rolando N.   -     Downey, CA 
 4/20  -  Rick M.         -     La Quinta, CA 
 4/27  -  Patrick S.     -     Costa Mesa, CA 
 

Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
 

 4/7    -  Tara M.         -    Rancho Mirage 
 4/14  -  Ira M.           -    Rancho Mirage 
 4/21  -  Maggie B..   -    Desert Hot Springs 
 4/28  -  Jim W.          -   1000 Palms 

 

Santa Rosa Messengers -   

Coachella Valley Christian Church 

Indio 

Saturday Night, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 4/7    -  Janie J.          
 4/14  -  Greg A.          
 4/21  -  Bertha G.   
 4/28  -  Francisco      
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ONLINE REGISTRATION:            DESERTPOWWOW.COM 
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CONCEPT FOUR 
 

Throughout our conference structure, we ought to maintain at all responsible levels a 
traditional “Right of Participation,” taking care that each classification or group of our 
world servants shall be allowed a voting representation in reasonable proportion to the 
responsibility that each must discharge. 
  
In world service there are certain individuals who have voting privileges.  The conference char-
ter specifically provides for those who are able to vote.  They are: Trustees; Directors of AA 
corporations (AA World services, Inc & the AA Grapevine, Inc), together with their respective 
executive staffs shall always be voting members of the general Service Conference. 
  
Of course all members of the conference are also voting members. Who are the conference 
members? They are our representatives, District Committee Members (DCM’s) who are elect-
ed by the General Service representatives, who in turn are elected by each group. 
  
The conference is held annually to make sure that AA world wide is carrying the message to 
the still suffering alcoholic. DCM’s get together in order to come up with the conference recom-
mendations to the Trustees and conference. They obtain their information from the GSR’s who 
obtain their information from their groups. 
  
When we elect individuals to represent us, we cannot tie their hands. Things come up at each 
conference and meeting where a vote is called for, they do not have time to return to the 
groups to find out if they should vote for those items on the ballot. We give them responsibility 
and they must vote on the spot. These representatives must take into consideration AA as a 
whole, not just their group’s views. 
  
When we bring this back closer to home, such as Central office or districts, we must also give 
rights of participation. This means each individual in AA has the same right. For many months 
now, Central Office and general service have been asking groups to send representatives to 
those groups so they will have their right of participation. We have many groups in the 
Coachella Valley and upper desert. Yet when I attend the Central Office meeting and the Dis-
trict meetings I have not seen much of an increase of participation. My home group is repre-
sented by me, and I make sure to show up for each meeting. I am responsible to make my 
group’s view known so that they are obtaining their right of participation in the whole process. 
  
My question is this. Is your group complaining about AA, Central Office, and District? Has your 
group elected a representative? Is your representative showing up to the meetings?  If you an-
swered no to some of these questions, I would suggest having elections in your group, so that 
your group obtains their right of participation. 
  
Do you desire to have your right of Participation?  The Central Office Intergroup meeting is 
held the first Thursday of the month at Central Office. GSR’s meet at the district level on the 
first Sunday of the month at Fellowship Hall in Palm Desert.   See you there. 
 
Dave H.  
Primary Purpose group DHS 



12 

 

Desert Lifeline, April 2018 

STEP FOUR 
 

 Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves. 
 

Sounds like a big order doesn’t it? Well lets break it down. Make a list that will include both good and not 
so good things that make up you as a person. Now this list, according to the way the step is written, says 
that it is to be searching. In other words, do some digging. The step also mentions fearless! Well for this 
alcoholic, that was not the case. I was afraid you might not think I was perfect, but hell—the pain of not 
being honest was killing me and, when I thought of how bad I felt, it seemed like the time had come to "tell 
all". 
 
The Big Book outlines the way the inventory is to be done. You may want to add a 4th column that is 
"where am I at fault'. If you do this as outlined, in columns, my experience has been the relief happened 
very quickly. 
 
Look, if you really desire change, ask God for help and get honest. You may even want to ask yourself, 
“How serious am I?” If the answer is serious, get your pencil ready, kick your ego to the curb and free 
yourself of the lies and guilt that has held God back and stopped you from becoming the person that God 
meant you to be. 
 
Paul G. 
Monday Night Men's Marauders 
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What does Central Office Do for Me??? 
 
1. We carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic via telephone calls 

and 12-step work 
2. Insure a steady supply of literature for our groups at an attractive price. 
3. Provide a telephone contact service for AA meeting information and 

other information such as recovery places, other 12-step contact 
information, other Central Office numbers, etc. 

4. Publish a monthly newsletter by and for our local fellowship with local 
events and articles by local AA members on the Steps, Traditions and 
Concepts. 

5. Assist in forming new groups or help existing groups in carrying out our 
purpose 

6. Help in any way to carry out the sole purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
7. Attempt to unify our efforts to achieve this purpose 
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