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Humility   -  The quality or condition of being not 
proud or arrogant; modest opinion or estimate of one's 
own importance, rank, etc.  

Tradition Seven 
 

Every A.A .group ought to be fully  
self-supporting, declining outside contributions 

Concept Seven 
 

The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board  
are legal instruments, empowering the trustees to  

manage and conduct world service affairs.  The Conference 
Charter is not a legal document; it relies upon tradition  

and the A.A. purse for final effectiveness. 

Step Seven 
 

Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
           manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

3rd Thursday of the month,  
6:30 p.m. 

 
General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 
6:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Email:webmaster@dcypaa.com 

 
General Service, District 30 

4th Sunday of the month, 3:30PM 
Joshua Tree Fellowship Hall 

6430 Park Blvd. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Mailing Address: P O Box 1692 
Yucca Valley, CA 92286-1962 
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May Office Statistics 

Meeting Info 32 

12 Step Calls 4 

Visitors 14 

Literature Sales 95 

Al-Anon 1 

Other 12 Step 4 

Miscellaneous  34 

Business 18 

 
 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 

David K. 2 yr. 

Neil  2 yr. 

Paul P. 9 yr. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Clarence O. 19 yr. 
Jim B. 33 yr. 

  

  

  

  
  

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Russell J. 

Vice Chairman: Geoff M. 
Treasurer: Ainslie M. 

Secretary: Jim B. 
 

Directors 
 

Carlos M. 
Duane H. 
Dennis B. 
Allan G. 
Joe A. 

Desert Lifeline Editor: David M. 
Office Manager: David M. 

 Message from the Manager: The end of June closed out our fiscal year. This 
required closing the office for the weekend and completing a complete physical inventory of 
everything we have in the office. With the help of Ainslie M., Jim B. and Alan S. we were able to 
count all books, medallions and other items in stock on Saturday, then the information was input 
all day Sunday and part of Monday and Tuesday. The coming year will be another challenge met 
by filling the many shifts that are constantly changing of available volunteers to answer phones 
and handle sales in the front office. If you are interested in a service commitment here, please 
come in and fill out the application, or use the online application form in the “form” page of our 
website. We also have ongoing projects for any Newcomers that you may be working with to 
assemble newcomer packets or put together our in-house meeting directory, so send down any 
new members that have too much time on their hands to stay sober by being of service. Another 
consideration the Board is facing is the projected budget affected by fewer group contributions 
over the last year. As you may know, there has been a string of burglaries at local meeting halls, 
as well as one hall in particular needing to relocate. All of which have an effect on the ability of 
groups of meetings ability to support the monthly expenses of this office with group contributions.  
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Step Seven 
 

Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 
 
After getting sober, going to meetings and working the steps, I learned that solely by my own 
intelligence and labor, I had shaped my own destructive, alcoholic destiny. It also started to 
become clear to me that I had been demanding more than my share of security and personal 
satisfactions. These words in our twelve and twelve rang true - Instead of regarding the 
satisfaction of our material desires as the means by which we could live and function as 
human beings, we had taken these satisfactions to be the final aim and end of life. 
 
Humility had no function in my existence, it was not even in my vocabulary. I thought that just 
because I mouthed a few words in prayer I was relying on God. The program has taught me 
that even though I had religious beliefs, they remained barren because I was still playing God 
myself. My fear, which I didn't know I had, would not allow me to step aside. 
 
Today I know that I as an alcoholic must continue the practice of step seven to develop 
greater humility in  order to have a chance of becoming truly happy. I am learning (still) that 
humility must become a way of life, because it is a necessary aid to my survival. 
 
Priscilla 
Women’s Book Study, ABC Recovery, Indio 

Tradition Seven 
 

 Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.  
 

It was one of the things that struck me when I first came to AA.  I saw it as a boast.  Worse yet, a 
pitch for me to fork over some money.  I thought of church.  Were the people who gave bigger bucks 
more likely to go to heaven?  Was AA like a church?  It seemed like a religion, soliciting money from 
me, who had little to spare (after legal expenses)?  
 
Well, it’s been a while since then and since I thought in such a self-centered manner. Here AA was, 
offering me the keys to the kingdom, a life free of the tyranny of alcohol and all I was worrying about 
was a buck or two.  The fog cleared.  AA didn’t need me, I needed AA.  In a life or death kind of way.  
The fog cleared more and attending step meetings where traditions were read and discussed helped.  
AA is not beholden to anyone.  Not even God.  Our group conscience, guides us.  Every member 
votes.  At every level up to and including World Services, AA does not play politics by getting 
entangled with financial favors from institutions.  Supporting ourselves is a novel idea for us, because 
we have been such “users” in our former lives.  It gives me a warm fuzzy feeling to carry the 
message of AA.  I do it by being sober, putting my hand up to sponsor, staying after the meeting for 
group conscience votes, taking commitments and yes, forking over a dollar or two when the basket 
comes around.  AA’s seventh tradition is just one more way AA makes me free. 
 
Rob L 
Serenity Group, 
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Book of the month 

Came to Believe (Lg. print) 
Normally $5.25 - this month $5.00 

 

A 120 page collection of stories by A.A. members who write 
about what the phrase “spiritual awakening” means to 

them (Large print edition) 

September 21st - 23rd 2018 
 

67th Annual Southern California AA Convention 
“Courage to Change” 

Westin Mission Hills Resort & Spa 
71333 Dinah Shore Dr. 

Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
(877) 253-0041 

 
http://www.aasocal.com 

The compulsion to drink was lifted ---  

so I wanted to use that as evidence that I'm NOT an alcoholic ----  

how alcoholic is that!?!?!?!? 

 
————————————————————————————————— 
 

Working the steps is more than just giving a good book report.  

http://www.aasocal.com
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Sobriety is the best gift I ever got that I never wanted. 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Newcomer: How do I know how many meetings I should attend each 
week?  Old-timer: Gradually cut back until you drink.  Then you'll know.  
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Santa Rosa Messengers - Coachella 
 

Saturday Night, 7 p.m. 
   

 7/7      -  Jimmy G.     -    Indio 
 7/14    -  Elyiss L.       -    Indio 
 7/21    -  Amy L.         -    Palm Desert 
 7/28    -  Ron B.         -    Indio 

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

     7/6    -   David M.    -     Whitewater, CA 
 7/13   -   Joe G.       -     Long Beach, CA 
 7/20   -   Katya A.    -    Woodland Hills, CA 
 6/27   -   Wendi T.   -     Alisa Viejo, CA 
 

Palm Desert Group -  

Fellowship Hall,  

Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
 

 7/7    -  Karen F.          -     Carlsbad 
 7/14  -  Scott F.           -     Carlsbad 
 7/21  -  Maryann S.    -      Costa Mesa 
 7/28  -  Mark W.         -      Palm Desert 

COACHELLA VALLEY HOSPITALS & INSTITUTIONS 
 
 

As we hear in the AA Preamble at the start of every AA meeting, “Our primary 
purpose is to stay sober and to help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.”  It is listed as 
a single purpose: to stay sober AND to help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.  It was 
helping other alcoholics to achieve sobriety that kept Bill W. and Dr. Bob sober in the 
early days of Alcoholics Anonymous.  The two are inextricably linked:  carrying the AA 
message to those that are still suffering helps us stay sober. 
 
The purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous Hospitals & Institutions groups is to carry the 
message of Alcoholics Anonymous to the alcoholic who is confined.  The Coachella 
Valley H&I Committee offers a wide variety of opportunities to be of service.  There 
are panels for men and for women in jails and prisons, recovery facilities, a homeless 
shelter and mental health facilities from Desert Hot Springs to Indio. 
 
If you are interested in enriching your sobriety and serving on an H&I Panel, call the 
contact listed for the panel of your choice.  To find out more about all the panels, 
come to the monthly H&I meeting on the third Wednesday of the month at Fellowship 
Hall in Palm Desert at 6 pm.  All are welcome! 

Cornfield Meeting - Palm Springs 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

     7/6    -  Katie G .       -     Palm Desert, CA 
 7/13   -  Carlyn B.      -     Palm Desert, CA 
 7/20   -  Josh S.         -     Palm Desert, CA 
 6/27   -  Samantha G.-     Palm Desert, CA 
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes  
since the printing of the newsletter. 

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
New Meetings: 
 
 Rancho Mirage “Living Sober “(Open, Book Study)  meets on Saturday 10:30 AM @  
   The Colony  (Upstairs in the Library)70377 Gerald Ford Dr.  
 Palm Springs, The “Tag Team Reflections” meeting meets at the LGBT Community 
Center new  location 1301 N. Palm Canyon.7:00 PM Friday  
 Palm Springs, There is a new women ’s meeting on Monday at 5:30 PM at the “Our 
Savior's Church 1020 Ramon Rd called “Women’s Big Book and 12 & 12” 
 Desert Hot Springs, “An AA Big Book Group” Meets on Sunday at 7:00 PM , 
at the KISS Fellowship Hall 66735 Pierson Blvd.   
 Palm Springs, The “God is With Us” Book study meets at 9:00 AM at 559 S. Palm 
Canyon. Dr. #B105 
 La Quinta “The Way Out” meeting is a Book Study at 9:15 on Sunday in the park, just 
after the “No Rules” Group, Bring your own chair, Bring your own Coffee 
 Palm Desert, There is a new Women’s Meeting “Acceptance is the Answer” now meets 
at Fellowship Hall on Thursday evening at 6:30 PM“45-940 Portola Ave 
 
Meeting Change of Location 
 
 Palm Desert, all of the meetings that were at Freedom Hall on Fred Waring are now 
meeting at the new: “Serenity Hall” 74350 Alessandro Dr. Palm Desert 
 
 Rancho Mirage, ”Solid Solutions” Tuesday nights @ 7:00 PM (Discussion, Young 
People)  now meets at the Palm Desert Country Club Recreation Hall 77800 California Dr. 
 
Meeting Change of Name, Type or Time 
 Indio, the Women ’s Candlelight meeting  at the ABC Recovery Center 44359 Palm Dr.  
  has been changed to “Open Candlelight” and is now an  
  LGBTQ and Others, Discussion meeting and is open to all. 
 Joshua Tree, the “Blue Magic “ Meeting a the Joshua Tree Fellowship,  
  6430 Park Blvd.  on Wednesday is at 10:00 AM allows smoking 
 Palm Springs, the “Sisters Under the Skin Meeting” at the Alano Club,  
   Tues. at 5:30 P.M. is now a closed women’s meeting 
 Rancho Mirage, the Thursday Cigar Meeting at the River now meets at 8:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting no Longer in Existence 
 Palm Springs, The 2:00 PM Wednesday Meeting at Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Hall 
no longer meets 
 Desert Hot Springs, The 7:30 PM Sunday meeting is no longer there. 
 Rancho Mirage, ”Young @ Heart Meeting” Monday nights @ 7:00 PM that met at the  
 Sovereign Health Restaurant  69-640 Highway 111 no longer exists. 
 Palm Desert, The 6:30 AM Mon. Wed. & Fri. 11th Step Meditation Meeting  
  on Joni drive no longer meets. 
 Joshua Tree, the Primetime meeting that met on Tuesdays at  
      7:00 PM is no longer there 
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June Puzzle Solution 
 

I suddenly realized that today I pray over the same things I used to drink over! 
 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous has put people in my life that love me . . .  
and they don't even HAVE to! 

 
—————————————————————————————————————— 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous is not a self-help program. It is a help others program. 
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Concept Seven 
 

The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are  
legal instruments, empowering the trustees to manage and  
conduct world service affairs. The Conference Charter is  

not a legal document; it relies upon tradition and  
the A.A. purse for final effectiveness.  

 
Essentially what it is saying is that the charter and bylaws give the General Ser-
vice Board  
the power to manage affairs around the world.  The actual effective governance 
is by the  
conference (group conscience) and because it follows tradition it is eminently 
more powerful than the legal authority.  Plain speak, we don't do this because 
we have to, we do it  
because we want to. 
 
Robin A.   
Attitude Adjustment, Palm Desert  

It's not old behavior if you’re still doing it. 
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How an “Oldtimer” Greets a Newcomer 
 
 
His name is Bill. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes in it, jeans, and no shoes. 
This was literally his wardrobe for the past four years of life. He is brilliant. Kind of  
profound and very, very bright. He became an alcoholic while attending college. Things 
have only gone down hill since. 
 
Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative A.A. club. They 
want to develop a meeting for the students but are not sure how to go about it. 
 
One day Bill decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild 
hair. The meeting has already started and so Bill starts looking around the room for a seat. 
 
The room is completely packed and he can't find a seat. By now, the well-dressed people 
are really looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything. 
 
Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the front of the room, and when he realizes there 
are no seats, he just squats down right on the carpet. 
 
By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick. About this time, the 
evening's speaker realizes that from way at the back of the meeting, an "old timer" is slow-
ly making his way toward Bill. 
 
Now the "old timer" is in his eighties, and has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece suit. A 
spiritual man, very elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he 
starts walking toward this boy. Everyone is saying to themselves that you can't blame him 
for what he's going to do. 
 
How can you expect a man of his age and of his background to understand some college 
kid on the floor? 
 
It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy. The meeting is utterly silent except for 
the clicking of the old man's cane. All eyes are focused on him. You can't even hear  
anyone breathing. The speaker can't even continue the meeting until the "old timer" does 
what he has to do. And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With 
great difficulty, he lowers himself, sits down next to Bill, and welcomes him so he doesn't 
feel outcast and alone. Everyone chokes up with emotion. When the speaker gains  
control, he says, 
 
"What I'm about to say, you will never remember. What you have just seen, you will never 
forget."  "Be careful how you live. You may be the only Big Book some people will ever 
read". 
 

Pass this to People you want God to Bless with sobriety . 



12 

 

Desert Lifeline, June 2015 

2018 
COME AND BE PART OF THE COMMITTEE!!! 

4th Sunday of Each Month  
 

All meetings are held at fellowship hall unless otherwise noted 
Fellowship Hall- 45940 Portola Ave, Palm Desert, CA 92260 

 
4:00pm 

 

Final Committee Meeting  
at the Hotel 7/22/18 

 

Convention August 3– 5th, 2018 

Double Tree Hotel    67967 Vista Chino Cathedral City, CA 92234  
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What does Central Office Do for Me??? 
 
1. We carry the message to the still-suffering alcoholic via telephone calls and 12-step work. 
2. Insure a steady supply of literature for our groups at an attractive price. 
3. Provide a telephone contact service for AA meeting information and other information 

such as recovery places, other 12-step contact information, other Central Office numbers, 
etc. 

4. Publish a monthly newsletter by and for our local fellowship with local events and articles 
by local AA members on the Steps, Traditions and Concepts. 

5. Assist in forming new groups or help existing groups in carrying out our purpose. 
6. Help in any way to carry out the sole purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
7. Attempt to unify our efforts to achieve this purpose. 


