
  

 

February 2019 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert, serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 

 

 

Step  
 
 

Came to believe that a Power  
greater than ourselves could  

restore us to sanity. 

 
 

Tradition  
 

For our group purpose there is  
but one ultimate authority -  

a loving God as He may  
express Himself in our group  
conscience.  Our leaders are  

but trusted servants;  
they do not govern. 

 
 

Concept  
 
 

The General Service Conference of 
A.A. has become, for nearly every 
practical purpose, the active voice 
and the effective conscience of our 

whole society in its world affairs. 

Hope  - The feeling that what is wanted can be had  
or that events will turn out for the best; to believe,  
desire, or trust. 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
           manager@aainthedesert.org 
           chairman@aainthedesert.org 

 
Intergroup Meeting 

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 
6:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Email: webmaster@dcypaa.com 

 
General Service, District 30 

4th Sunday of the month, 3:30PM 
Joshua Tree Fellowship Hall 

6430 Park Blvd. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Mailing Address: P O Box 1692 
Yucca Valley, CA 92286-1692 
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Meeting Info 35 

12 Step Calls 4 

Visitors 36 

Literature Sales 109 

Al-Anon 1 

Other 12 Step 4 

Miscellaneous  16 

Business 9 

December Office Statistics 
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 

Board of Directors 
 

Chairman: Jim B. 
Vice Chairman: Kathleen A. 

Treasurer: Kenneth J. 
Secretary: Duane H. 

 
Directors 
Tanya H. 
Kathie P. 
Mark D. 
Allan G. 
Joe A. 

Desert Lifeline Editor: Bill T. 
Office Manager: David M. 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 

 

 

Danyal F. 1 yr. 
Melaney 1 yr. 

Chase C. 1 yr. 

Justin D. 2 yr. 

Jim Z.  2 yr. 

Alex L. 3 yr. 

Jann D. 11 yr. 

  

Jerry H. 21 yr. 

Chris C. 23 yr. 

Jim D. 24 yr. 

Tony S. 24 yr. 

Madeleine R. 46 yr. 
Nick T. 48 yr. 
  

2019 MAAD Dog Daze  
COME AND BE PART OF THE COMMITTEE!!! 

3rd Sunday of Each Month 4:00 PM 
 

Meetings are held at Fellowship Hall 
45940 Portola Ave, Palm Desert, CA 92260 

 

 

Final Walk-Through July 28th 4:00 PM @ Hotel 
 

For more Information email: 

MaadDogDazeConvention@gmail.com  
 

Convention August 9, 10 & 11 , 2019 

 
DOUBLE TREE BY HILTON RESORT | 67967 Vista Chino | Cathedral City, CA 92234 

mailto:MaadDogDazeConvention@gmail.com


3 

 

Desert Lifeline, February 2019 

Unscramble the letters to 
find the appropriate word 

Tradition Two 
 

For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority - a loving God as He may ex-
press Himself in our group conscience.  Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not 
govern. 
 
Tradition Two was, and is, intended to remove ego and personal authority from the day to day operation of the A.A. Group.  
Each group is a fellowship of equals.  No matter what an individual member's background, education, or professional exper-
tise, no member has authority "over" the group.  In this way, the fellowship reaches out to all who would seek comfort.  The 
group should provide an atmosphere or a sense of "being a part of" to all members who seek relief from the disease of alco-
holism.   
 
Tradition two clearly states that “Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern” Therefore we are required to 
have leader’s for each group, and these leader’s or committee’s should be made up of members from the group, elected by 
members of the group and should rotate on a regular basis, lest problems of authority rear up among the members of 
group. 
In my personal experience, I have been of service in the A.A. Group on many different levels from greeter to cookie person, 
secretary, treasurer, and so on. I have always been nominated, elected or took the “A.A. Express” into each position in 
which I have been of service, and at the end of that term I have graciously stepped down in the sprit of Tradition Two 
(whether I wanted to or not).  In my humble opinion, it is rotation at the level of leadership or committees that keeps the A.A. 
Group from becoming stagnated and preventing growth at the personal level of both trusted servant and member. 
 
Being of service as a trusted servant has been the ride of my life, and one that I hope to continue for many years into the 
future.  However I always need to remember that as a trusted leader I am only a servant here, one day at a time, participat-
ing to ensure my sobriety. It is my actions as a member of A.A., the will of God, and the conscience of the groups I serve, 
that I continue to be a trusted servant.  
 
As members of A.A. we are to share our personnel experience strength and hope with one another that we may solve our 
own problems and help another member stay sober.  As a trusted servant and a participating member of Alcoholics Anony-
mous, I wish you service in sobriety. 
 
Jerald W. 
DHS Primary Purpose Group  
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Don’t Eat the Seed 
Plant the Seeds and Enjoy the Harvest 

By Rick R 
 Step two doesn’t seem to get a lot of attention but coming from a way of life that was rid-
dled with fear and insecurity; I wanted all of the good things to happening right now. In the begin-
ning, I was drawn towards the men who talked about character building and living by principles 
but, as we all come to terms with the idea that wellness takes time and there are no shortcuts when 
it comes to rejecting our old habits and replacing them with unselfish principles that have been 
around for centuries. These ideas were the seeds of my recovery in the program. I was reintro-
duced to these principles in the beginning of my A.A. journey and have been putting them to good 
use ever since and the results have turned out to be better that I ever could have expected. I believe 
that every person that surrenders to the A.A. program and attends meetings on a regular basis starts 
getting results immediately simply because he/she has stopped drinking and making many of the 
mistakes that are the result of their alcoholic behavior. Understanding the recovery process is more 
than just changing our behavior as the result of abstaining from the use of alcohol. But without that 
abstinence, the rest of the process cannot be accomplished. Most of our behavior is the direct result 
of our thinking and as alcoholics; we have done a terrible job of getting it right. A life driven by 
fear and insecurity (thoughts) drove us to be takers (actions) just to try to get equal with the world 
around us but our faulty perception of that was never enough, and this would go on forever had we 
not surrendered and accepted new ideas on how to correct our thinking. Being willing to take the 
risk and test out the principles we learn in A.A. sets us on a path of revisiting all of our motives for 
the decisions we’ve made in the past and put a principle in place to govern our behavior. In time, 
the newly discovered solutions simplify the decision making process and relieve us the responsi-
bility to form our own principles or to modify existing principles. We often try to illustrate these 
concepts using analogies or comparisons and the way I try to describe the principle of unselfish-
ness is as follows: I was talking to a young man in his early twenties about economics and the 
need to keep up with the Jones’s and suggest that he hold off on spending any money on things 
that he wanted unless those were things he absolutely needed and get in the habit of spending less 
that he earned. ( A simple principle )I then suggested that he get ahead of the curve so that he al-
ways had money left over and put it into a savings account. Soon he could purchase a home. The 
equity in the home would grow and would increase his net worth without any effort on his part, 
and that economic cushion would be the beginning of what leads to financial peace of mind. To 
simplify that process I said to him: Don’t eat the seeds, plant the seeds and enjoy the harvest. In 
A.A. we have to look at the principles, as we understand them, and plant them in our minds today 
if we want to enjoy their results later down the road.  
 If, however we postpone planting these spiritual seeds we will continue to be saddled with 
the insecurities that caused us the need to drink in the first place. If we can get ahead of the curve 
and be persistent, and every time we find an unselfish principle that makes sense to us, plant that 
seed in our consciousness, the results will overcome our fears and insecurities and we will sleep 
well when our head hits the pillow at night. The time it takes to achieve this peace of mind varies 
depending on how dedicated we practice these principles, but it will not begin until we plant the 
seed and then patiently prune the plants until they reach maturity. The more seeds we plant, the 
bigger the harvest. As a friend of mine once said,”  If you are praying for potatoes, you better grab 
a hoe”. 
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Service opportunities! If you want to give back to the fellowship...keep reading! 
 

District 9 General Service 

 
WHEN WE MEET? We hold a regular meeting every third Sunday of the month at 4pm. 
 
WHERE WE MEET?  Regular meetings are held at Fellowship Hall- 45940 Portola Ave. Palm De-
sert 
 
WHO WE SERVE? Serving the communities of Bermuda Dunes, Blythe, Cathedral City, Coachella, 
Desert Center, Desert Hot Springs, Eagle Mountain, Indian Wells, Indio, La Quinta, North Palm 
Springs, Palm Desert, Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, and Whitewater. 
WHAT DO WE DO? It's our mission to provide A.A. Service information and resources to the com-
munity. All lengths of sobriety are welcome at our monthly meetings. There is no need for any previ-
ous service experience, just a willingness to be part of and give back. 
Committee positions for service: 

 
 
 DCMC (District Committee Member Chair) 
 Alt. District committee member chair 
 DCM's (Multiple Positions available) 
 Registrar 
 Archivist 
 Grapevine 
 Literature 
 PI (Public Information) 
 Webmaster 
 
 
We are the General Service Representatives. We are the link in the chain of communication for our 

groups with the General Service Conference and the world of A.A." 

Aaron C. 
Alan S. 

Alyssa C. 
 

 
 

 
Bill T 

Brad L. 
Eileen C. 

 

 
Greg C. 
Jim B. 

 
 
 

 
 

Kristin V. 
Kathie P. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Kanani 
Mary Anne C. 

Nikki C. 
Richard M. 

Steve P. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Terry S. 
Tracy M. 

Zebra Mark 
 

December Volunteers at Central Office 
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January Puzzle Solution 

Concept Two 

The General Service Conference of A.A. has become, for nearly every practical 
purpose, the active voice and the effective conscience of our whole Society in 
its world affairs. 

“The groups of Alcoholics Anonymous are the ultimate authority. In order for all groups 
to he heard at the General Service level, General Service Representatives (GSR) are 
elected for each group so that they can take the voice of their group to Area Assem-
blies several times a year. From there, an appointed Delegate for the Area takes the 
voice of all the Area groups and represents us yearly at the General Service Confer-
ence in NYC where the spirit of A.A. Traditions are observed and kept in tact.”  

Linda D. 
Sunny Dunes 5th Tradition Group 
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Step Two 

Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity. 
 
 
When I attended an AA meeting for the first time three and half years ago, it was my own decision and I 
went alone. The place was at the Joslyn Senior Center in a local city park. I had sat in on an AA meeting 
almost 8 years previously, only to go out and try once again to prove to myself that I really could control my 
drinking. I tried every plan I could think of to “drink normally” but failure piled upon failure. More alcohol was 
always better and my daily alcohol consumption kept increasing until I found myself passing out night after 
night. Sneaky behavior and broken promises to myself ate at my self-esteem. I didn’t like who I saw in the 
mirror.  My father had died of the disease and I saw myself following in his footsteps. My best thinking and 
will power were not working and I became desperate to get help. 
 
At this meeting, a small group of people were sitting in a circle, reading aloud and whenever a paragraph 
meant something significant to an individual, that person shared what those words meant to them. I was 
welcomed and given a book with which to read along. I was comfortable immediately.  Deep inside I felt 
safe and hopeful. My strongest feeling was a willingness to take direction. I didn ’t think of myself as insane 
but I was helpless about wanting alcohol. My repeated decisions to keep drinking knowing the conse-
quences were insane. My blackouts resonated with insanity. There was hope in this group of strangers. 
There was direction I could take. I was sure that I, by myself, could not stop drinking and these people in 
the room had succeeded for various lengths of time not to pick up a drink. And they seemed much more 
joyous and comfortable with themselves than I was. For the first time in years I felt like I was in the right 
place and making a good, reasonable decision. 
 
During the break, I said something about wishing I had stopped drinking years ago and I was quickly 
shushed and told to accept the present as being just what it should be. That sounded freeing to me. I was 
welcomed by a woman with 25 years of sobriety who assisted me in purchasing my own copy of the book 
being studied at this meeting. I was encouraged to keep coming back and told about other meetings near-
by. 
 
Why am I writing about all this? The second step states “came to believe….” This step is a process: an op-
portunity for growth and a change in perception. One “comes to believe” by going to lots of meetings, and 
being honest and vulnerable with a sponsor. There was Power in the group of simple, honest people who 
shared success, strength and hope. For me there is a Power within every single person and I experience 
that in every honest story, every vulnerable revelation, and each unselfish service extended to others. I be-
came willing to trust in their success, their wisdom. I decided to “drink in” and be a part of their Power. That 
Power has made all the difference. I am not the same person I used to be when I was drinking. I have been 
delivered from an obsession and I go to meetings regularly and willingly because more of that Power keeps 
revealing itself in new and marvelous ways. 
 
The idea of sanity has changed for me too. I used to connect insanity with people in asylums, which meant 
this step didn’t apply to me. I have come to see that the way I lived life was insane. My insanity was in not 
taking responsibility for my choices, using people and things destructively, my lying to look better than I 
was, cheating and hurting others. But I always had my excuse. The sanity I learned in AA is a way of life 
that is giving, honest, right-sized, humble, loving, and growing. It is always willing to learn and accept life 
on life’s terms. It’s the way my sponsor, Dave, lives his life and hundreds who have taught me a better way 
of life in simple AA sharing one alcoholic to another, one day at a time. That’s how this Power continues to 
reveal itself. I am so blessed. 
 
Mike C. 
La Quinta Roadrunners 
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Book of the month 
Alcoholics Anonymous Facsimile  

First Printing of the First Edition 
 

Normally $12.00— This month  $10.75 

Overheard in a meeting:  
 

At my first meeting, I said I had no money. A man gave me a Big Book for free and said, 
'Here, if you're lucky, that's the last thing you'll get on your own terms.' 

———–————————————————————–——————————————- 
As a result of working the Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous, my life can be lived a whole 

lot differently than it was being ended. 
—————————————————————————————————————— 

When I'm down to nothing, God's up to something! 

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio 
 

     Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

2/01 Andrea C. Ventura, CA 

2/08 Anya A. Long Beach, CA 

2/15 Manny V. Oxnard, CA 

2/22 Meghan A. Los Angeles, CA 

     Santa Rosa Messengers -   

CV Christian Church 50100 Jackson St  

     Saturday Night, 7:00 p.m. 
 

2/02   -  Mike B.  Ft. Bragg 
2/09   -  Jim D.  Palm Desert 
2/16   -  Paulette Q. Palm Desert 
2/23   -  Rick M.  La Quinta 

Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:30 p.m. 
 

02/02   - Don G.  Indio 
02/09   - David B. Thousand Palms 
02/16   - Vicki B.  Thousand Palms 
02/23   - Lexi R.  Apple Valley 
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
New Meetings: 
 
 Blythe, there  is a new meeting on Monday at 187 N. 7th St. called the “Primary Purpose Group” 
 Blythe, there now daily meetings at noon Mon -Sat. @ the ERU Bldg. 135 N. Broadway and on 
Sunday at 1:00 PM at the same address 
 Cathedral City, there is a new noon meeting at the Perez Meeting Hall at the new address 
34116 Date Palm Dr. Units 5&6. the “Friday Noon Discussion Meeting” is now there for you interested in a 
lunch meeting during the week in Cathedral City. 
 Cathedral City, there is a new meeting at the Perez Meeting Hall at the new address 34116 
Date Palm Dr. Units 5&6. the “Big Book Quotes” discussion meeting meets at 1:00 PM 
 Cathedral City, there is a new Women’s Meeting “One Day at a Time” that meets at 10:00 AM at 
the new Perez Meeting Hall 34116 Date Palm Dr. Units 5&6  
 Indio, the “5th Tradition Group” meets at Martha’s Village 83791 Date Ave. at 7:00 PM on Thursday 
 Palm Desert, the new “Many Paths” Meeting meets at Santa Fe Square, 43585 Monterey Dr. Suite 
1 on Sundays at noon 
 Palm Desert, the women’s meeting “Acceptance is the Answer” meets Thursdays at 6:30 PM at 
Serenity Hall, 74-350 Alessandro Dr. Suite A 
 Palm Springs, the new “Big Book Personal Stories” meeting at 559 S. Palm Canyon  
meets on Monday at 5:30 PM 
 Palm Springs, the new “Daily Reflections” meeting takes place on Fridays, 7:00 AM  on the 3rd 
floor at the LGBT Community Center of the Desert 1301 N. Palm Canyon Dr. please note the door is locked 
at 7:00 sharp, please make sure to get there before 7 
 Thousand Palms  the new “Rush Hour Group” meets on Thursday at 5:30 P.M.  at Club 
Shenandoah Springs in the Art’s & Crafts room, 32700 Desert Moon Dr. 
 Twentynine Palms, the new 7:00 AM Discussion meeting on Saturday at the  
St. Martin in the Fields Church, 72348 Lorrea Ave 
 
Meeting Change of Location 
 
 Cathedral City, the Perez Meeting Hall has a  new address 34116 Date Palm Dr. Units 5&6. 
 Palm Desert, all of the meetings that were at Freedom Hall on Fred Waring are now meeting at 
the new: “Serenity Hall” 74350 Alessandro Dr. Palm Desert 
 Rancho Mirage, ”Solid Solutions” Tuesday nights @ 7:30 PM (Discussion, Young People)  now 
meets at ABW 74050 Alessandro  Dr. suite B. 

 
Meeting Change of Name, Type or Time 
 
 Palm Desert, the Sunday night “Rebel Group” at Fellowship Hall, 45940 Portola, is now meeting at 
7:45 PM instead of 8:00 PM 
 Palm Desert, the 10:00 A.M. Monday Women ’s “As Bill Sees It” meeting at Fellowship Hall, 45940 
Portola, is now a closed meeting for Alcoholics only. 
 Palm Desert, the Wednesday 6:30 P.M. “Ladies Night Out” women’s meeting at Serenity Hall, 
74350 Alessandro Dr. suite A-1 is now a Closed meeting for Alcoholics only and meets from 6:30 P.M. until 
7:45 P.M.  
 Palm Desert, the  Thursday “Men’s Stag” at 5:00 PM is now a closed meeting 
 
Meeting no Longer in Existence 
 
 Coachella, The Friday 5:30 Santa Rosa Step Study meeting at the C.V. Christian church is no 
longer meeting 

 Desert Hot Springs, the 7:30 PM Thursday Step Study at the K.I. S. Fellowship Hall no longer 
meets 
 Palm Springs, the “Came To Believe” that was briefly held on Mondays ,7:00 AM on the 3rd floor at 
the LGBT Community Center of the Desert 1301 N. Palm Canyon Dr. is no longer meeting 
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Now available!  
online registration : 

www.desertpowowow.com 
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