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of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 
 

 

Step  
 
 

Were entirely ready to have God  
remove all these defects of character. 

 
Tradition  

 

An A.A. group ought never endorse, 
finance, or lend the A.A. name  
to any related facility or outside  

enterprise, lest problems of money, 
property, and prestige divert us  

from our primary purpose. 

 
Concept  

 

The Conference recognizes that  
the chief initiative and active  

responsibility in most world service 
matters should be exercised by the 
trustee members of the Conference 

acting as the General Service Board. 

Willingness   -  disposed or consenting; inclined; 
cheerfully consenting or ready 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  134 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
           manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

3rd Thursday of the month,  
6:30 p.m. 

 
General Service, District 9  
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 
6:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Email:webmaster@dcypaa.com 

 
General Service, District 30  

4th Sunday of the month, 2:30PM 
Joshua Tree Fellowship Hall 

6430 Park Blvd. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Mailing Address: P O Box 1692 
Yucca Valley, CA 92286-1962 
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April Office Statistics 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 
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Mark  1 yr. 

Michelle F. 2 yr. 

Paul K. 3 yr. 

Shawn S. 3 yr. 

Kristen V. 8 yr. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
Tim H. 25 yr. 
Norma M. 30 yr. 
Harvey D. 44 yr. 
  
  
  
  

 Message from the Manager: The month of June marks our fiscal year end. 
There will be many projects, including a complete count of our inventory while the office is 
closed the last weekend of the month (volunteers are welcome to assist, and pizza will be 
served for lunch), creating a budget for the next year, as well as reflecting to the Fellowship 
our state of the office to date.  
 Speaking of volunteers; we had an overwhelming support at the Literature table last 
weekend at the Desert Pow Wow! Many thanks to Bruce K. especially, for his almost 
continual attendance, as well as Bonnie E., Robert C., John H., Loucinda A., Jim B., Nikki J., 
Jodee H., Jim L., Carlos M., Steve C., and Amelia F. who made it a joyous and successful 
presentation at this event.  
 The office will be looking for volunteers to be at the literature tables at the next two 
events this year...MAAD Dog Days, Aug. 9-11 at the Double Tree Hotel 67967 Vista Chino, 
Cathedral City, and again Sept. 27-29 at the 68th annual Southern California Convention, 
again held here at the Westin Mission Hills Resort, 71333 Dinah Shore Dr. Rancho Mirage 

Meeting Info 54 

12 Step Calls 1 

Visitors 54 

Literature Sales 200 

Al-Anon 0 

Other 12 Step 2 

Miscellaneous  41 

Business 23 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Jim B. 

Vice Chairman: Kathleen A. 
Treasurer: Kenneth J. 
Secretary: Duane H. 

 
Directors 
Tanya H. 
Mark D. 
Allan G. 
Joe A. 
Kim B. 

 
Desert Lifeline Editor: Jodee H. 

Office Manager: David M. 
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Not the poem you 
may think it is . . . . 

 
 
One night I had a wondrous dream, 
One set of footprints there was seen, 
The footprints of my precious God, 
But mine were not along the shore. 
 
But then some stranger prints appeared, 
And I asked God, "What have we here? 
Those prints are large, and round, and neat, 
But Lord, they are too big for feet." 
 
 

 
"My child," He said in somber tones, 
"For miles I carried you along. 
I challenged you to walk in faith, 
But you refused and made me wait." 
 
"You disobeyed, you would not grow. 
The walk of faith, you would not know. 
So I got tired. I got fed up. 
And there I dropped you on your butt." 
 
I've found in life, there comes a time, 
When one must fight, and one must climb, 
When one must rise and take a stand. 
Or leave their butt prints in the sand. 
. 
 
 

Concept Six 
 

On behalf of AA as a whole, our General Service Conference has the principal responsibility for the 
maintenance of our world services and it traditionally has the final decision respecting large matters of 
general policy and finance.  But the Conference also recognizes that the chief initiative and the active 
responsibility in most of these matters should be exercised primarily by the Trustee members of the 

conference when they act among themselves as the General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 
The General Service Conference and the Trustees are organized very much like a modern corporate structure.  It is 
necessary to have qualified and dedicated people to maintain AA’s Twelve Traditions at a global level.  The reason the 
corporate model was chosen  is because it has proven to be the most effective in matters of policy, business and finance. 
 
One of the reasons that the Conference exists is because individual groups would not be able to manage it on their own, 
unless they are willing to spend a great deal of time and responsibility on the matters at hand.  Anyone who has ever been 
to a business meeting or steering committee meeting knows that the process is sometimes slow and awkward; that 
combined with the fact that a lot of us don’t really have a concept of global perception. 
 
It is important, however, to carefully consider how much authority and responsibility must be granted.  It is not only for the 
direction they choose today, but how that will impact the future integrity of AA throughout the world.  It is very important 
that the Trustees clearly demonstrate professional and financial skills that will ensure that we are capable of true present 
and future leadership. 
 
The decision to appoint Trustees is based on a great deal of experience.  This is important; matters affecting us on this 
level can not be made by people who do not have a full understanding of the groups Statement of Purpose.  Again, this is 
not only important for today, but also to maintain the structural integrity so that alcoholics seeking recovery in the future 
may share the singleness of purpose that we have. 
 
We all know that it is important to grow and change.  This is true not just on a personal level.  In the present, we have the 
ability and the responsibility to ensure that the organization of Alcoholics Anonymous not only endures, but continues to 
grow and thrive.  That is the responsibility we have to the alcoholic who still suffers.  And to do this we need dedicated, 
experienced people doing the kind of service which is required. 
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What does Central Office Do for Me??? 
 
1. We carry the message to the still-suffering alcoholic via telephone calls and 12-step work. 
2. Insure a steady supply of literature for our groups at an attractive price. 
3. Provide a telephone contact service for AA meeting information and other information 

such as recovery places, other 12-step contact information, other Central Office numbers, 
etc. 

4. Publish a monthly newsletter by and for our local fellowship with local events and articles 
by local AA members on the Steps, Traditions and Concepts. 

5. Assist in forming new groups or help existing groups in carrying out our purpose. 
6. Help in any way to carry out the sole purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
7. Attempt to unify our efforts to achieve this purpose. 

Step Six 
 

Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character. 
 
 

After the tears and laughter of the fifth step came the hugs and more instruction.  "Follow the direction on 
step six in the book, read the 12&12 on step six, and live in six and seven for a while."  
 
With relief I went home to follow the plan.  On the way, it seemed like a good idea to do some shopping,  
or to make a phone call,  or stop to see a friend....   My "old ideas" were loudly whispering "Run!" 
     
That time I went straight home and spent time in reflection of the goodness of a Creator filling me again 
with hope and light and a desire to do what would be His plan for me.  It had become exceedingly obvious 
that my own ways of acting and thinking had not produced the results I thought they would.  Once again 
willing to live emotionally in the utter defeat of my alcoholism followed by a committed surrender to seek 
and do His will, I began to live again on a new premise.  With God as my director, the quiet voice within 
would suggest I do something.   
 
Here was the real measure of my willingness. Did I do it, stuff it, or talk about it ?  I had often heard "tell on 
yourself" with reference to doing "behaviors", but now I understood the power of telling on myself about 
my ideas, thoughts, and plans.  In fact as I learned to run these past someone whose judgment I trusted 
more than my own I acted better and felt better.  I began to have some integrity; my actions and my 
feelings began to match.  It was "a brand new venture into open-mindedness." (12&12, p68.) 
 
When something came up I really didn’t want to change, I had been instructed to "pray for the willingness 
to be willing to be willing to be willing."  Usually that worked... eventually.  
 
Today, the simple directions work just as they did the first time I used them.  And today the step has 
endless applications in my life.  I continue to find that staying close to other recovering alcoholics works as 
a mirror and reminder that alone I am deluded that my ideas work.  With close friends in Alcoholics 
Anonymous as God's emissaries of living the steps I am able to continue to grow "until they put the tag on 
my toe" in happy, useful sobriety.. 
 
Denice W 
Ladies Night Out, Rancho Mirage  
 



5 

 

April Volunteers at Central Office 
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Alyssa C. 
Amelia  
Bill T. 

 

 
 

Brad L. 
Bridget P. 
Eileen C. 

 

 
Emil M. 
Gary H. 

Glen P. 
 
 

Greg C. 
Jim B. 

Jodee H. 
Kristin V. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Kanani 
Nikki C. 

Richard M. 
 
 

 
 
 

Robert C. 
Steve C. 
Terry S. 
Tracy M. 

Zebra Mark 
 

Tradition Six 
 

An A.A. group ought never endorse, finance, or lend the A.A. name to  
any related facility or outside enterprise, lest problems of money,  

property, and prestige divert us from our primary purpose. 
 

 
We in Alcoholics Anonymous must constantly remind ourselves that we can’t be all things to all men.  
Because we have found an answer to the alcohol problem, doesn’t mean that we have the answer to a 
lot of the other problems of the world.   Our focus must remain on our primary purpose – to carry the 
message to the alcoholic who still suffers.  Whenever we align ourselves with any outside entity we run 
the risk of confusing those who may need help as to what we really stand for, as well as what our 
motives are.  As a program of attraction we let others do the promoting, allowing us to concentrate on 
helping those who come to A.A. seeking a solution to their drinking problem. 
 
Ben P 
Just The Black Print Big Book Study, Rancho Mirage 

I have wings, but you're the one in full flight from reality." — Anonymous  

“All my sponsor ever says is do the next right 
thing; now what?!"-Mike R., Chicago, Ill.  
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May Puzzle Solution 
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Santa Rosa Messengers - Coachella 
 

Saturday Night, 7 p.m. 
   

 6/01     -  Dee                 -    Palm Desert 
 6/08     -  Nicki S.           -    Palm Desert 
 6/15    -  Jackie              -    Palm Desert 
 6/22    -   Joanne           -    Indio 
 6/29    -   T.B.D. 

Sobriety Capital of the World Group  

ABC Club 44359 Palm St. Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

     6/07  -   Delia D.      -     Palm Desert, CA 
 6/14   -   Jerome S.  -     La Quinta, CA 
 6/21   -   Pej Man     -     Los Angeles, CA 
 6/28   -   Patrick S.   -     Costa Mesa, CA 
 

Palm Desert Group -  

Fellowship Hall,  

Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
     

 6/01     -  Coleen K.          -    Palm Desert 
 6/08     -  Participation Meeting 
 6/15    -  Terry B.            -    Santa Monica 
 6/22    -  Luther W.         -    Palm Desert 
 6/29    -   Wyatt             -     Venice, CA 

When I got to A.A., it wasn’t whether or not I believed 
in God that caused me problems with the steps—it was 

what I believed ABOUT God. 

Book of the month 
Alcoholics Anonymous Facsimile  

First Printing of the First Edition 
 

Normally $12.00— This month  $10.75 
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES 
New Meetings: 
 

Blythe, there  is a new meeting on Monday at 187 N. 7th St. called the “Primary Purpose Group” 
Blythe, there now daily meetings at noon Mon-Sat. @ the ERU Bldg. 135 N. Broadway and on Sunday at 1:00 PM at the same 

address 
Cathedral City, there is a new noon meeting at the Perez Meeting Hall at the new address 34116 Date Palm Dr. Units 5&6. 

the “Friday Noon Discussion Meeting” . 
Cathedral City, there is a new meeting at the Perez Meeting Hall at the new address 34116 Date Palm Dr. Units 5&6. the 

“Big Book Quotes” discussion meeting meets at 1:00 PM 
Cathedral City, there is a new Women ’s Meeting “One Day at a Time” that meets at 10:00 AM at the new Perez Meeting Hall 

34116 Date Palm Dr. Units 5&6  
Cathedral City , there is a new “Big Book Awakening” Meeting at the  new Perez Meeting Hall at the new address 34116 Date 

Palm Dr. Units 5&6 on Thursday at 12:15 P.M. 
Indio, the “5th Tradition Group” meets at Martha’s Village 83791 Date Ave. at 7:00 PM on Thursday 
Palm Desert, the new “Meet & Potatoes 12 & 12” Meeting is on Saturday at 7:30 AM Christ Church of the desert church 73441 

Fred Waring Dr. 
Palm Desert, the women’s meeting “Acceptance is the Answer” meets Thursdays at 6:30 PM at Serenity Hall, 74-350 Alessandro 

Dr. Suite A 
Palm Springs, the new “Big Book Personal Stories” meeting at 559 S. Palm Canyon meets on Monday at 5:30 PM 
Palm Springs, the new “Daily Reflections” meeting takes place on Fridays, 7:00 AM  on the 3rd floor at the LGBT Community 

Center of the Desert 1301 N. Palm Canyon Dr. please note the door is locked at 7:00 sharp, please make sure to get there 
before 7 

Palm Springs the new “Relationship Meeting in Sobriety” at Sunny Dunes 5th Traditions Group Meeting Hall, is at 7:00 PM 
Sunday 

Thousand Palms  the new “Rush Hour Group” meets on Thursday at 5:30 P.M.  at Club Shenandoah Springs in the Art’s & Crafts 
room, 32700 Desert Moon Dr. 

 
Meeting Change of Location 
 
Cathedral City, the Perez Meeting Hall has a  new address 34116 Date Palm Dr. Units 5&6. 
Palm Desert, all of the meetings that were at Freedom Hall on Fred Waring are now meeting at the new: “Serenity Hall” 

74350 Alessandro Dr. Palm Desert 
Rancho Mirage, ”Solid Solutions” Tuesday nights @ 7:30 PM (Discussion, Young People)  now meets at ABW 74050 Alessandro  

Dr. suite B. 

 
Meeting Change of Name, Type or Time 
 
Idyllwild the Saturday  5:30 PM  meeting at the Spiritual Living Center, 54240 Ridgeview Dr. is now an “As Bill Sees It” 

meeting with Birthdays 
Joshua Tree the Tuesday 7:00 PM Meeting at the First Baptist Church 6740 Sunset Rd. is now a “11th Step Meeting” and 

meets at 6:00 PM 
Palm Desert, The Vets 4 Vets Meeting on Tuesday at the VA Clinic, 45940 Portola  is no longer a Men ’s meeting, but open to 

all genders 
Palm Desert, the Sunday night “Rebel Group” at Fellowship Hall, 45940 Portola, is now meeting at 7:45 PM instead of 8:00 PM 
Palm Desert, the Wednesday night “Ladies Night Out” at Serenity Hall, 74350 Alessandro, is a closed meeting and meets at 6:30 

PM to 7:45 PM 
Palm Desert, the 10:00 A.M. Monday Women ’s “As Bill Sees It” meeting at Fellowship Hall, 45940 Portola, is now a closed 

meeting for Alcoholics only. 
Palm Desert, the Wednesday 6:30 P.M. “Ladies Night Out” women’s meeting at Serenity Hall, 74350 Alessandro Dr. suite A-1 is 

now a Closed meeting for Alcoholics only and meets from 6:30 P.M. until 7:45 P.M.  
Palm Desert, the  Thursday “Men’s Stag” at 5:00 PM is now a closed meeting. 
Palm Springs, The Thursday 6:30 PM Meeting at 559  that was a Step Study is now a Promises Meeting  
Palm Springs, the Tuesday noon meeting at the Alano Club, 463 W. Dominguez , is now a closed “Came to Believe”  Step 

Study meeting 
 
Meeting no Longer in Existence 
 
Coachella, The Friday 5:30 Santa Rosa Step Study that met at the C.V. Christian church no longer meets.  

Desert Hot Springs, the 7:30 PM Thursday Step Study at the K.I. S. Fellowship Hall no longer meets  

Palm Desert, the “Many Paths” Meeting  that met at Santa Fe Square, 43585 Monterey Dr. Suite 1 on Sundays at noon had to 
close with the members who started it having life changes 

Palm Springs, the “Came To Believe” that was briefly held on Mondays ,7:00 AM on the 3rd floor at the LGBT Community Center 
of the Desert 1301 N. Palm Canyon Dr. is no longer meeting. 

Palm Springs, the 11th Step Meeting at 559 on Thursdays at 5:30 PM is no longer meeting  
Palm Springs, the Speaker Meeting at 559 on Saturdays at 7:00 PM is no longer meeting  
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LETTING GO AND LETTING GOD                                                                                                   
(Steps 6 & 7) 

 

Directly after sharing Step Five with my sponsor, Carl, I realized 

that I desperately needed to become willing to allow God remove 

whatever defects and shortcomings harmful to my sobriety. I notice 

the Big Book tells us “then” not “later” to do Step Six! (P. 76)   This could not be superfi-

cial, as many of my prayers had been, but must spring from my innermost self.  I couldn’t 

deny any of them because there they were written right out in front of me and my watchful 

sponsor, and of course God! Page 76 also suggests that if necessary: “We ask God to help 

us become willing.” However, that was not necessary for me in my state of fear and despair.  

 

    We are told to do Step Seven “when ready,” and I was certainly just that!  Carl helped 

me with the prayer by asking me direct questions: Was I willing that God have all of me, 

good and bad? (Yes!).  Was I now ready to allow God remove from me every single defect 

of character? (Yes!). Then, I was told to pray that God provide strength, as I go out from 

here, to do His bidding. (I did!)  We had then completed Step Seven. 

 

    It was pointed out that the “Amen” at the end of the Step Seven Prayer had great signifi-

cance—"Amen is generally uttered at the end of a prayer or hymn, meaning ‘so be it.” But 

there was no “Amen” at the ending of the Third Step Prayer, or in the many Fourth step 

Prayers or the Fifth and Sixth Step Prayers! Why? Because we asked in Step Three to be 

relieved of the bondage of self –but we didn’t even know what that bondage consisted of 

until we got to Step Seven. Only then, did we know what to ask for.  Only then could we 

meaningfully say “Amen”  

 

    Then, as a grand finale, Carl burned all my paperwork up in front of my eyes and said: 

“Bob. There goes your past up in smoke. You have become a brand-new different person 

than you were yesterday!  You can now begin to be rid of the guilt of your past life. But, if 

you take just one shot of whisky, you go right back where you started. I haven’t yet! 

 
Bob S  
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2019 
COME AND BE PART OF THE COMMITTEE!!! 

4th Sunday of Each Month  
All meetings are held at Fellowship Hall unless otherwise noted 

Fellowship Hall- 45940 Portola Ave, Palm Desert, CA 92260 

4:00pm 
 

Committee Meetings Will Be Held:  
6/22,  

Final Meeting at the Hotel 7/27/19 
 

Convention August 9– 11th, 2019 

Double Tree Hotel    67967 Vista Chino Cathedral City, CA 92234  


