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Humility   -  The quality or condition of being not 
proud or arrogant; modest opinion or estimate of one's 
own importance, rank, etc.  

Tradition Seven 
 

Every A.A .group ought to be fully  
self-supporting, declining outside contributions 

Concept Seven 
 

The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board  
are legal instruments, empowering the trustees to  

manage and conduct world service affairs.  The Conference 
Charter is not a legal document; it relies upon tradition  

and the A.A. purse for final effectiveness. 

Step Seven 
 

Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  107 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
           manager@aainthedesert.org 

 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

3rd Thursday of the month,  
6:30 p.m. 

 
General Service, District 9  
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 
6:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 
Palm Desert  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Email:webmaster@dcypaa.com 

 
General Service, District30  

4th Sunday of the month, 2:15PM 
Joshua Tree Fellowship Hall 

6430 Park Blvd. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Mailing Address: P O Box 1692 
Yucca Valley, CA 92286-1962 
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May Office Statistics 

Meeting Info 136 

12 Step Calls 10 

Visitors 61 

Literature Sales 212 

Al-Anon 0 

Other 12 Step 9 

Miscellaneous  49 

Business 11 

What does Central Office Do for Me??? 
 
1. We carry the message to the still-suffering alcoholic via telephone calls and 12-step work. 
2. Insure a steady supply of literature for our groups at an attractive price. 
3. Provide a telephone contact service for AA meeting information and other information 

such as recovery places, other 12-step contact information, other Central Office numbers, 
etc. 

4. Publish a monthly newsletter by and for our local fellowship with local events and articles 
by local AA members on the Steps, Traditions and Concepts. 

5. Assist in forming new groups or help existing groups in carrying out our purpose. 
6. Help in any way to carry out the sole purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
7. Attempt to unify our efforts to achieve this purpose. 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Allan G. 

Vice Chairman: Joe A 
Treasurer: Kathy F. 
Secretary: Blake H. 

 
Directors 
Alex K. 
Bill T. 

Kenneth J 
Daphne F. 

Alyssa C. Outreach Chair 
 

Desert Lifeline Editors: Bill T. 
Office Manager: David M. 
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Step Seven 
 

Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 
 
 

Having made a thorough moral inventory and discovering our defects of character, it would seem that the 
next step would be to have a plan to work on them. Just start with a collection of carefully chosen self-
help books. If that had been the case I’m sure that I would have never finished the seventh step. Nor 
would I have known where to begin. It would probably be much worse than cleaning out the garage filled 
with a lifetime of collecting. So we ask our God to do it for us. I don’t mean to make this sound like “Here 
God, you do it,” rather, it seems, that only God can do it. And we do ask humbly because we have 
discovered that the nature of the things collected are similar to finding things in the garage such as: a non
-working freezer full of meat, boxes full of once fresh fruit, that bag full of dirty diapers that got set  
down for a moment long ago, a box half full of old rags that a rat family had lived in for a really long time, 
et cetera. Reminds me of the show “Hoarders”, where the workers start to gag with some of the findings. I 
know you couldn’t pay me enough to clean out a place like that. Yet we ask our Higher Power to take 
away these things that putrefied our lives. If we have done a thorough inventory, I should think that there 
could be no other way to ask than humbly, and we begin to discover the depth of the love of our God. 
 
Toni T 
10 Step Meeting, Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Concept Seven 
 
 

The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal instruments, empowering 
the trustees to manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference Charter is not a 

legal document; it relies upon tradition and the A.A. purse for final effectiveness. 
 
 

The Conference recognizes that the Charter and the Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal 
instruments: that the Trustees are thereby fully empowered to manage and conduct all of the world 
service affairs of Alcoholics Anonymous. It is further understood that the Conference Charter itself is not 
a legal document: that it relies instead upon the force of tradition and the power of the A.A. purse for its 
final effectiveness. 
 
At first glance, this concept may seem contradictory.  In reality, it is further insurance that the Trustees 
and the Conference cooperate in the spirit of Service and Fellowship.  Although the Conference has the 
“real” power of the traditions and the fellowship behind it, the trustees have the legal and financial power, 
bestowed by the conference.   
The way I understand this Concept is simply this:  Our founders had the foresight to protect the future of 
the fellowship by creating a Board of Trustees to handle financial and legal matters, similar to giving the 
purse strings and power of attorney to “Mom and Dad”.  And there the power rests, unless revoked by the 
Conference, i.e. Delegates elected by the general fellowship.   
Bill’s goal, in this and all of our concepts, was to keep AA safe from ANYONE who would try to “break it”.  
But we are always reminded that the ultimate responsibility and power lies with us, the members. 
 
Brian C 
Sunny Dunes Fifth Tradition Group, Palm Springs 
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       Book of the month 

     Big Book Large Print 
(4th Edition Soft Cover) 

Normally $10.30 - this month $9.30 
Known as the "Big Book," the basic text of Alcoholics Anonymous has helped millions of 

people recover from alcoholism since the first edition appeared in 1939. Chapters describing 
the A.A. recovery program — the original Twelve Steps — and the personal histories of 

A.A.'s co-founders remain unchanged since the original, while new stories have been added 
to the personal histories with each edition. 

Fourth Edition (2001). 
General Service Conference-approved. 

Desert Lifeline, July 2021 
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Tradition Seven 
 

Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting,  
declining outside contributions  

 
 This tradition, for me, is about doing what I can to ensure that an A.A. meeting is 
around for the next alcoholic that needs it as much as I do. I put what I can in the basket 
when it passes. I am not perfect about it because cash goes fast! However, it does re-
mind me about how much I was willing to spend on alcohol every day, and the finan-
cial security I have in my life today is only because my life was saved by A.A.  
 
 I also consider my volunteer work at Central Office a form of 7th Tradition be-
cause I am donating my time. I have purchased books, chips, and snacks for meetings I 
attend without requesting reimbursement, with this tradition in mind. I am grateful I am 
secure enough in my finances to do those things, because there was a time in my life 
where I could not, and I could never do enough for A.A. that would be the equivalent of 
what A.A. has done for me.  
 
 This tradition also relates to my life outside of A.A. in the sense that I can be self
-supporting by being the best employee I can, learning  how to manage my finances 
and not have to ask for handouts the way I did when I was drinking.  
 

 For me, the seventh tradition at meetings became more difficult during COVID, 
because the transition to digital forms of pavement was a hurdle for many of the meet-
ings I attended. I procrastinated making a seventh tradition donation, or just did not do 
it at all. Regardless of the circumstances, I have found truth in the quote from the chap-
ter on Tradition Seven in the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions that reads “there [is] 

a place in A.A. where spirituality and money mix, and that [is] in the hat! I feel so 
much better about myself, my relationship with my Higher Power, and with A.A. when 
I give a little back to what was so freely given to me.  

Alyssa C. 

My experience when I was still out there is that I would hit a bottom, then pick up a shovel and 
start digging. And you know what you have to do when you start digging, don't you?  

Have a beer! 
 

It wasn't until I came to Alcoholics Anonymous and hit a bottom in sobriety that I learned that I 
could pick up the phone and call my sponsor or a friend in the program and hear a solution! 
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Alcohol 
 
Alcohol, Alcohol, You’re making me Mad. 
You’re driving me crazy...CRAZY! 
 
I met you when I was in High School, 
And you made me feel like a King. 
You make me not remember 
Now I’ll never forget. 
 
You treat me like an ocean 
You swim in my blood like a storm. 
 
I wanted a definite answer 
And A.A. stepped in with a clue. 
 
I lived in a world of illusion 
 
Now I live again...in the Steps. 
 

Doug D. 
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One of the miracles of my sobriety is that today I am better at doing for others than  
I am at letting others do for me . . .  
that's not always been the case . . .  

I used to  
EXPECT others to do for me! 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
What we have in common is NOT that we are all alcoholic. There are a whole lot of 

alcoholics out there. What we have in common is that we are all in the solution. 

Sponsee: "God is working too slowly!" 
 

Sponsor: "God is old. He's slow. Get used to it. If you were that old, you'd be slow, too." 
——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

When I was still drinking, I constantly had this odd feeling. It was a weird sense of impending doom.  
 

I eventually found out what was causing it. It was impending doom. 


