
  

 

January 2022 

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

  
 

 

Step  
 
 

We admitted we were powerless 
over alcohol  -  that our lives had 

become unmanageable. 
 
 

 

Tradition  
 

Our common welfare should 
come first; personal recovery  

depends upon A.A. unity. 
 
 
 
 

Concept  
 
 

Final responsibility and ultimate 
authority for A.A. World Services 

should always reside in the  
collective conscience of our 

whole Fellowship. 

Surrender  -  to give up, abandon, or                                                   
relinquish     

 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  107 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.aaintheDesert.org 

 
           manager@aainthedesert.org 
           chairman@aainthedesert.org 

 
Intergroup Meeting 

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9  
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 
5:30 p.m. via Zoom 

ID 811 1311 8052 
PW  109036 

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09A.A..org 

 
General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.A.A..org 

 
DCYPA.A. 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Email: webmaster@dcypA.A..com 

 
General Service, District 30  

4th Sunday of the month, 2:15 PM 
Joshua Tree Fellowship Hall 

6430 Park Blvd. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Mailing Address: P O Box 1692 
Yucca Valley, CA 92286-1692 
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November Office Statistics Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Alyss C. 

Vice Chairman: Daphne F. 
Treasurer: Kathy F. 
Secretary: Blake H. 

 
Directors 
Alex K. 
Bill T. 

Samantha W. 
Cyndi Y. 

 
Desert Lifeline Editor: Anna R. 

Crossword Puzzle-Master: Ali G. 
Office Manager: David M. 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 

 
 

Samantha W. 2 yr. 

Ed L. 26 yr. 

Denise H. 36 yr. 

Jana P. 37 yr. 

Faith R. 43 yr. 

Paulette Q 44 yr. 

  

Please note: The recent 
disruption of  normal 
channels of 
communication in our 
Fellowship has reduced 
the number of Celebrants 
we are made aware of. If 
you can, let the office 
know, (and/or contribute 
to the Birthday Club) we 
will be able to list you or 
those you know of here 
on a monthly basis. 

Central Office would like to thank the following outgoing Board Members 
for their dedication and service throughout their terms: 

 
Allan G. and Joe A. for their four years of service 

 
And we welcome the following new elected Board Members: 

 
Samantha W. and Cyndi Y. 

 
And , of course, we welcome our returning Board Members: 

 
Bill T., Kenneth J., Alex K, Blake H., Kathy F. and Alyssa C. 

Meeting Info 61 

12 Step Calls 5 

Visitors 39 

Literature Sales 179 

Al-Anon 0 

Other 12 Step 1 

Miscellaneous  48 

Business 12 

Zoom Attendance 110 
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Just when I got used to yesterday, along came TODAY! 
 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Having a resentment is like peeing your pants ---  
everyone can see it, but you are the only one that can feel it. 

I couldn't quit shaking as I detoxed in the rooms of Alcoholics Anonymous . . .  
but I'm grateful for the shaking, since it was the only exercise I was getting! 

 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Maintaining sobriety is like feeding a parking meter . . . It's all about change. 

. 

My story can be summed up this way ---  

'I went to a party when I was 17, and the next thing I knew, I was forty-one!' 

 
10 Alcoholics, all in a line.   

One got to thinking  
--then there were Nine. 

  
9 Alcoholics, one said, "Wait!  

A near beer can't hurt!" 
then there were Eight. 

  
8 Alcoholics, lookin' up to heaven.   

One cut out meetings  
--then there were Seven. 

  
7 Alcoholics, doing service for kicks.   

One started grumbling  
--then there were Six. 

  
6 Alcoholics, glad to be alive.   

'Til one smoked pot  
--then there were Five. 

  

5 Alcoholics, greeters at the door.   
One played the Big Shot  
--then there were Four. 

  
4 Alcoholics, for fun and for free.   

One's case was "different"  
--then there were Three. 

  
3 Alcoholics, knowing what to do.   

One rewrote the Big Book  
--then there were Two. 

  
2 Alcoholics, having some fun.   

One started lying  
--then there was One. 

  
1 Alcoholic, talking to HP,  

"If only one is sober  
--then I'm glad it's me." 

Ten Alcoholics 
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Book of the month 

75th Edition Big Book 
Normally $12.00 - this month $9.00 

 

This special edition of Alcoholics Anonymous is a reproduction of the first printing of 
the first edition of the Big Book as it was published in 1939. This faithful replica of the 
original — featuring red cloth binding, thick paper and the colorful "circus cover" — 

was published to commemorate the 75th  
anniversary of the Big Book. 

General Service Conference-approved. 
Hardcover 6" x 9" 

416 pages  

Tradition One 
 

Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity. 

 
The long form of tradition one states “we are small part of a great whole”. 
 
What a change to the old way of life, when we thought so much of ourselves, made drastic, dumb life 
changes without any help from another person. We did it all by ourselves which brought many of us 
close to death. 
 
Then we walk through the doors of Alcoholics Anonymous and learn the ‘Great Whole’ is the brothers 
and sisters of Alcoholics Anonymous of which we become a part of. 
 
When so done, AA continues to grow and we learn as a group the AA design for living.  
 
John E 
Alkies Only, Sacred Heart Church, Palm Desert 

It's true that life is unfair. I have noticed, however, that it somehow does not bother me as  
much when life is unfair in MY favor! 

 
————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
My level of pain is often defined by the difference between how I  

want things to be and how they really are. 
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When I came back after a slip, a guy said to me: 'I have information for you that might be difficult for you 
to hear. You are NOT going to stay sober on the fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous. You are one of 
those people that is going to have to use the PROGRAM of Alcoholics Anonymous.' --- then he offered to 
show me the difference. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
My life is like one of those Jenga puzzles . . . I don't talk to my sponsor for awhile, so it's like taking out a 
piece of the puzzle and putting it to the side, then I cut back on meetings so I've taken out another piece 
of the puzzle and put it to the side . . . then I get to a place where my foundation is shaky and I don't know 
what else I can take out and put to the side without the whole thing following down around my ears! 
——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
I've learned that I can't always control my thoughts . . . . . but today I don't have to let my thoughts control 
me. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
Bill says in the Twelve and Twelve that Step Six is the Step that "separates the men from the boys." 
 
It has been my experience that Step Nine is the step that separates alcoholics who are willing to go to 
any lengths, from the alcoholic who is willing to risk drinking again. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
Today I am grateful that I don't need to laugh at others . . . I have my own entertainment center sitting on 
my neck! 

Step One 
 

We admitted we were powerless over alcohol  -   
that our lives had become unmanageable. 

 
  
Powerless over alcohol for me today has a definite meaning when I read The Doctors Opinion 
which was suggested to me early in my journey. The phenomenon of craving which happens in 
the alcoholic (ME) causes me to drink until my life is destroyed. Being restless, irritable and 
discontented most of my life, drinking gave me the sense of ease and comfort. Unaware of the 
disease the phenomenon of craving develops in me and once again alcohol becomes my 
Master. Powerless was my dilemma concerning alcohol. 
 
Powerless; devoid of strength or resources; lacking the authority or capacity to act, my allergy 
to alcohol removes my ability to stop drinking once I take that First drink. This is the definition of 
POWERLESS over alcohol for me today that I MUST admit daily. Alcohol ceased to be a luxury; 
it became a necessity and gradually things get worse never better and my life becomes 
unmanageable. 
 
Admitted means no possibility of misunderstanding that I am powerless over alcohol, This Is A 
Must. 
Grateful for the rooms of alcoholics anonymous  
 
Darryl P 
Primary Purpose, 7:30 PM Sundays DHS 
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Alyssa C. 
Ali G. 

 
 

 
 

Amelia F. 
Anna R. 

Bill T. 
 

 
Bob B. 
Cindy H. 
Doug H. 

 
 
 

Eileen C. 
Greg C. 

James L. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Jack Z. 
Jim B. 

Jody B. 
John B. 

 

 
 

 
Mark L. 

Robert S. 
Shannon K. 
Steven St. L. 

Vicky P. 

Concept One 

 

Final responsibility and ultimate authority for A.A. world services should always reside in 
the collective conscience of our whole fellowship. 

 

I have heard mention of the St. Louis International Convention of 1955. I wondered at the time what was 
so special about that convention. Now I know. It was at that time that Bill W. (on behalf of Dr. Bob, the 
Trustees and A.A.’s old-time leaders) transferred responsibility of world service of A.A. over to the entire 
fellowship. 
Before that time, World Services was maintained by a trusteeship that was called The Alcoholic 
Foundation until 1954 when it was renamed The General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous. This 
trusteeship and the groups of that time looked mainly to Bill W. and Dr. Bob for advice. Realizing their 
immortality and the vital role that world services played in A.A., they knew that it was necessary for the 
groups of A.A. to take the responsibility for their world services and for the trustees of that board have 
accountability to someone. But who would have the final authority? Tradition Two gives us the answer. 
From the experience and trials of thousands of groups, the principles of The Twelve Traditions worked. 
The first world group was called in 1951, an experimental General Service Conference. Tradition Two 
was applied which states, “For our group purpose, there is but one ultimate authority – a loving God as 
He may express Himself in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not 
govern.” After five years it was clear that this tradition would work with the world group. The General 
Service Conference was the representation of the conscience of A.A. world-wide. The final authority is 
the A.A. groups and their leaders are entrusted with delegated responsibilities.  The long and short forms 
of Concept 1 are the same, “The final responsibility and ultimate authority for A.A. world services should 
always reside in the collective conscience of our whole fellowship.” 
 
Toni T 
Ladies Night Out, Rancho Mirage 
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CONCEPTS CHECKLIST  
 

A service piece for home groups, districts, areas  
 

Some of these discussion points were originally developed by an A.A. group and further developed by the trustees’ 
Literature Committee to be distributed by the General Service Office. While this checklist is intended as a 

starting point for discussion by groups, districts or areas, individual A.A. members may find it useful along with 
our cofounder Bill W.’s writings, a service sponsor if you have one and reflection on your own service 

experience. Additional information about the Concepts can be found in The A.A. Service Manual/Twelve 
Concepts for World Service and “The Twelve Concepts Illustrated” pamphlet.  

(The Concepts stated here are in the short form.)  
 

Concept One 
 
 

Final responsibility and ultimate authority for A.A. world services should  
always reside in the collective conscience of our whole fellowship.  

 

 Does our group have a general service representative (G.S.R.)? Do we feel that our home group is part of A.A. 
as a whole and do our group’s decisions and actions reflect that?  

 

 Do we hold regular group conscience meetings encouraging everyone to participate? Do we pass that 
conscience on to the district, area, or the local intergroup meetings?  

 

 Is the “collective conscience” of Alcoholics Anonymous at work in my home group? In my area?  
 

 Where do we fit in the upside-down service triangle of A.A.?  
 

 Are we willing to do what it takes to insure that our democracy of world service will work under all conditions?  
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December Puzzle Solution 
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THINGS THAT ARE DIFFICULT TO SAY WHEN DRUNK 
 

1. Innovative 
2. Preliminary 
3. Proliferation 
4. Cinnamon 

 
THINGS THAT ARE VERY DIFFICULT TO SAY WHEN DRUNK 

 

1. Specificity 
2. Anti-constitutionalistically 

3. Passive-aggressive disorder 
4. Transubstantiate 

 
THINGS THAT ARE DOWNRIGHT IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY WHEN DRUNK 

 

1. No thanks, I'm married. 
2. Nope, no more booze for me! 

3. Sorry, but you're not really my type. 
4. No thanks, I'm not hungry. 

5. I'm not interested in fighting you. 
6. Thank you, but I won't make any attempt to dance. I have no coordination and I'd hate to look like a fool! 

7. I must be going home now as I have to work in the morning. 
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