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A publication of the Central Intergroup Office  
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley. 

 

 

 

Step  
 
 

Made a decision to turn our will  
and our lives over to the care of  

God as we understood Him. 
 

 

Tradition  
 

The only requirement for A.A.  
membership is a desire to  

stop drinking. 
 

Concept  
 
 

To  insure effective leadership, we 
should endow each element of  

A.A. - the  Conference,  the General 
Service Board and its service  

corporations, staffs, committees,  
and executives - with a traditional 

“Right of Decision.” 

Commitment   -  a pledge or promise; obligation; 
engagement; involvement; the act of committing, 
pledging, or engaging oneself. 
 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  107 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 

Fax 760.324.4851 
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 

 
           manager@aainthedesert.org 
           chairman@aainthedesert.org 

 
Intergroup Meeting 

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 
5:30 p.m.  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

 
Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 

PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 
Web site: www.msca09aa.org 

 
General Service Office, PO Box 459, 

Grand Central Station NY 10163 
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Email: webmaster@dcypaa.com 

 
General Service, District 30 

4th Sunday of the month, 2:15PM 
Joshua Tree Fellowship Hall 

6430 Park Blvd. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Mailing Address: P O Box 1692 
Yucca Valley, CA 92286-1692 
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January Office Statistics 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their  
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 

 
 

  

Alyssa C. 4 yr. 

Norma U. 22 yr. 
Dani M. 26 yr. 

  

  

  

  
  

  
  
Mary M. 31 Yr 
  

Ruthie B. 41Yr. 

  

  

  

  

  

 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Desert Lifeline must be received by the 1st. 
 of the month for consideration of publication in that month’s issue. 

 
Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:  

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 107,  

Cathedral City, CA 92234.  
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Alyssa C. 

Vice Chairman: Daphne F. 
Treasurer: Kathy F. 
Secretary: Blake H. 

 
Directors 
Alex K. 

Kenneth J. 
Bill T. 

Samantha W. 
Cyndi Y. 

 
Desert Lifeline Editor: Anna R. 

Crossword Puzzle-Master: Ali G. 
Office Manager: David M. 

Meeting Info 72 

12 Step Calls 3 

Visitors 31 

Literature Sales 199 

Al-Anon 4 

Other 12 Step 4 

Miscellaneous  78 

Business 4 

Zoom Attendance 151 
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January Volunteers at Central Office 

February Puzzle Solution 

Alyssa C. 
Ali G. 

 
 

 
 

Amelia F. 
Anna R. 

 
 

 
Bob B. 
Cindy H. 
Doug H. 

 
 
 

Eileen C. 
Greg C. 

James L. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Jack Z. 
Jim B. 

Jody B. 
John B. 

 

 
 

 
Mark L. 

Robert S. 
Shannon K. 
Steven St. L. 

Vicky P. 
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March Puzzle 
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Tradition Three 
 

The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking. 
 
"The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking." A powerful and inclusive 
statement that allows us all to become members of Alcoholics Anonymous. For me this has offered me 
the opportunity to live life in a way that was beyond my imagination. 
  
Early A.A groups had many rules. At the time, the members were driven by the fear that  allowing some 
people into their group would adversely affect their image. The Foundation office asked for and received 
lists of protective regulations from all the groups. There were so many that if they were put into effect for 
all groups no one could become a member of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
  
I can understand this kind of intolerance as I've lived with it in my own heart. How blessed we all are that 
our founding members realized this and found the answer. Simply, "You are an A.A. member if you say 
so. No matter what you have done, or still will do, you are an A.A. member as long as you say so." 
  
Paul R. 
Cornfield Group, City Hall, Palm Springs 

Sobriety Capital of the World 

44359 Palm St. - Indio 
 

     Friday Night, 8 p.m. 

3/04 Judith D.  Palm Desert., CA 

3/11 Boo Boo G.  Arizona 

3/18 Tony B.  New Mexico 

3/25 Lulu L.  Los Angeles, CA 

Palm Desert Group -   

Fellowship Hall,  

Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
 

03/06   - David M. Whitewater 
03/13   - Gene W. San Diego 
03/20   - Sofie S.  Palm Desert 
03/27   - Mickey B. Palm Desert 
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Book of the month 
 

A Visual History of AA 
 

Normally $12.00—This month $10.00 
 
 

Originally developed as the souvenir book for the 2020 International Conven-
tion, this highly illustrated tour through A.A.’s history is told in hundreds of 

iconic images never before published in one volume. Illuminating descriptions 
walk us through powerful moments in A.A.’s history — from the people, plac-
es and things integral to A.A.’s early growth, and forward to today’s vibrant, 
international Fellowship. Includes a special focus on Detroit in A.A.’s history 

and updated coverage of recent innovations in A.A. group life.  

Step Three 
 

Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care  
of God as we understood Him. 

 
In Step three we begin to find a solution to our problem. Not by our own resourcefulness 
but by doing something many of us vowed we would never do...GIVE UP!! Making a 
decision to turn our lives and our will over to God as we understand him seems like a 
passive act. In fact it is very proactive. It means that we begin to defer our thoughts and 
actions to another entity. I say begin because we cannot expect to do this perfectly. All 
that is required is that we realize that our way of running our live is vastly inferior to 
God's. 
    
Most naturally the question of who God is arises. AA is not arrogant enough to presume 
to tell us who to worship. It only sites examples of what others who came before us found 
in their search. Like one sponsor said to his sponsee, "All you need to believe is that 
there is a God and you aint it!". 
 
Oscar E 
Jaywalkers Men's Stag, Rancho Mirage 
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Concept Three 
 

To insure effective leadership, we should endow each element of A.A.—the Conference,  
the General Service Board and its service corporations, staffs, committees, and  

executives - with a traditional “Right of Decision.” 
 

 

We, as members of A.A., have a tremendous amount of life tools at our disposal. Many of these are 
contained in our various published documents that have been passed on to us for the purpose of 
understanding how the different entities of Alcoholics Anonymous are designed to work and the 
responsibilities of each.  
 

Our concepts were created by Bill W. to “reduce to writing” his need to show the “why” of the whole 
structure and the lessons to be drawn from experience, relationships and above all, the spiritual 
principles. Our Third Concept emphasizes a “Right of Decision” to the means of a working relationship 
between the Groups, the Conference, the A.A. General Service Board and its service corporations, 
staffs, committees and executives, thus ensuring effective leadership. 
 

We serve by acting on our own conscience through our “Right of Decision” and we trust others when 
they exercise their “Right of Decision”. When I am acting as a trusted servant, I am expected to act on 
my own good conscience. I am simply not a messenger. I do not hesitate to consult with others. As I did 
when I turned my life over to the care of God, my decision is now used by choosing to pray for direction 
in all areas of my life. When I act in accord with my God guided conscience, I am at peace. 
 

Bill wrote that “Our entire AA program rests squarely upon the principle of mutual trust, we trust God, we 
trust AA and we trust each other.” I need to release others with love to their own decision especially 
when I disagree with them, for I now see you as a trusted servant so I trust your right to act in accord 
with your own conscience.  God has the ultimate authority for my life and he “trusts” me by delegating to 
me certain responsibilities to carry out, he gives me the freedom and free will through my “Right of 
Decision.” 
 

Joe A.  
Marauders Monday Night Men’s Stag, St. Margaret’s Church, Palm Desert 

After the fact, it’s all over. 
I’m still intact, like a four-leaf clover. 
 
Survived the storm and the chill of losing, 
my sanity and self, it’s so confusing. 
 
Memories of the past, don’t think too much, 
they don’t last, and they’re out of touch. 
 
What’s over is over , I refuse to regret, 
it’s something I’m sober, and I don’t forget. 
 
 

Never want to go back to the way it was, 
loss of control and loss of love. 
 
Today is good and I’m starting over again, 
with new sets of values, lover and friends. 
 
I’m relieved and content the chaos is gone, 
so I can move forward, let go and move on. 
 
 
 
Nora R. 
Fearless and Thorough, Rancho Mirage 
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