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Humility   -  The quality or condition of being not 
proud or arrogant; modest opinion or estimate of one's 
own importance, rank, etc. . 

Tradition Seven 
 

Every A.A .group ought to be fully  
self-supporting, declining outside contributions 

Concept Seven 
 

The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board  
are legal instruments, empowering the trustees to  

manage and conduct world service affairs.  The Conference 
Charter is not a legal document; it relies upon tradition  

and the A.A. purse for final effectiveness. 

Step Seven 
 

Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 

Central Intergroup  
Office of the Desert 

35-325 Date Palm Drive  
Suite  107 

Cathedral City, CA 92234 
 

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fri. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 

 
760.324.4880 
760.324.4851 

Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org 
 

           manager@aainthedesert.org 
           chairman@aainthedesert.org 

 
Intergroup Meeting 

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

General Service, District 9 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM 

 
Now meeting on Zoom  

Meeting I.D. 928 8170 4093 
Password: 642408 

 
(When in-person again: Fellowship Hall 

45940 Portola Ave. Palm Desert) 
 

Mailing Address: P O Box 3684 
 Palm Desert, CA 92261-3684 

 
Hospitals & Institutions 

2nd Wednesday of the month, 
5:30 p.m.  

Mailing Address: PO Box 1843 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 

www.coachellavalleyhandi.org 
 

Mid-Southern California Area (MSCA) 
PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446 

Web site: www.msca09aa.org 
 

General Service Office New York 
Contribution Mailing address 

Post Office Box 2407 
James A Farley Station 

New York, NY 10116-2407  
Web site: www.aa.org 

 
DCYPAA 

Every Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Fellowship Hall 45940 Portola Ave. 

Palm Desert  
Email: webmaster@dcypaa.com 

 
General Service, District 30 

4th Sunday of the month, 2:15PM 
Joshua Tree Fellowship Hall 

6430 Park Blvd. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Mailing Address: P O Box 1692 
Yucca Valley, CA 92286-1692 
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May Office Statistics 

What does Central Office Do for Me??? 
 
1. We carry the message to the still-suffering alcoholic via telephone calls and 12-step work. 
2. Insure a steady supply of literature for our groups at an attractive price. 
3. Provide a telephone contact service for AA meeting information and other information 

such as recovery places, other 12-step contact information, other Central Office numbers, 
etc. 

4. Publish a monthly newsletter by and for our local fellowship with local events and articles 
by local AA members on the Steps, Traditions and Concepts. 

5. Assist in forming new groups or help existing groups in carrying out our purpose. 
6. Help in any way to carry out the sole purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
7. Attempt to unify our efforts to achieve this purpose. 

Meeting Info 52 

12 Step Calls 6 

Visitors 14 

Literature Sales 168 

Al-Anon 0 

Other 12 Step 1 

Miscellaneous  48 

Business 14 

Zoom Attendance 81 

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert 
Board of Directors 

 
Chairman: Alyssa C. 

Vice Chairman: Daphne F. 
Treasurer: Kathy F. 
Secretary:  Alan G. 

 
Directors 
Blake H. 
Alex K. 
Bill T. 

Bruce K. 
Ginny P. 

 
Desert Lifeline Editor:  

Office Manager: David M. 
Co–Editor Vicky P. 
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Step Seven 

 
Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 

 
 

Having made a thorough moral inventory and discovering our defects of character, it would seem that the 
next step would be to have a plan to work on them. Just start with a collection of carefully chosen self-
help books. If that had been the case I’m sure that I would have never finished the seventh step. Nor 
would I have known where to begin. It would probably be much worse than cleaning out the garage filled 
with a lifetime worth of collecting. So we ask our God to do it for us. I don’t mean to make this sound like 
“Here God, you do it,” rather, it seems, that only God can do it. And we do ask humbly because we have 
discovered that the nature of the things collected are similar to finding things in the garage such as: a 
non-working freezer full of meat, boxes full of once fresh fruit, that bag full of dirty diapers that got set  
down for a moment long ago, a box half full of old rags that a rat family had lived in for a really long time, 
et cetera. Reminds me of the show “Hoarders”, where the workers start to gag with some of the findings. 
I know you couldn’t pay me enough to clean out a place like that. Yet we ask our Higher Power to take 
away these things that putrefied our lives. If we have done a thorough inventory, I should think that there 
could be no other way to ask than humbly, and we begin to discover the depth of the love of our God. 
 
Toni T 
10 Step Meeting, Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 
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Book of the month 

Big Book (Large Print) 
Fourth Edition (2001). 

General Service Conference-approved. Softcover 7” x 10.25” 

608 pages Large print  
 

Normally $12.00— This month  $10.00 
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Tradition Seven 
 

Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions. 
 

  
The seventh tradition is the first one every newcomer learns.  It means:  Put a dollar in the basket.  How 
can one ignore it?  It happens at every meeting.  “It is now time to observe the seventh tradition…” the 
leader says.  Like everything in AA, there is more to it than just that.  Self-supporting alcoholics might 
seem like an oxymoron to outsiders or newcomers.  After all, many of us have sponged off others before 
we found AA.  But the contribution made is the AA solution in action, every day, at every meeting.  It is a 
demonstration of the newly or long time sober member being accountable for the continuance of the AA 
message, mission and availability for all.  Usually it is the newcomers very first demonstration of 
accountability.  As with every journey, the first step (being responsible) is the most important.    
Observing this tradition insures that AA is not beholden to any outside entity, allowing us to help each 
other stay sober and help others to achieve sobriety.  So let’s all put $2 in the basket each time, in 
gratitude for our new way of life. 
 
Rob L 
Serenity Group, Cinemas Palme D'Or, Palm Desert 

Concept Seven 
 
 

The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal instruments, empowering 
the trustees to manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference Charter is not a 

legal document;  
it relies upon tradition and the A.A. purse for final effectiveness. 

  
Bill W. was on target with regard to Concept VII.  The traditions of AA are set forth in the charter and by-
laws of the GSB.  These concepts are the foundation on which the traditions of AA rely.  The trustees of 
the board  
oversee the worldwide services of Alcoholics Anonymous.  The effectiveness of AA can be achieved 
through the Concepts and the Steps to which the devoted members must adhere.  All of them guide us, 
both individually and as a group. 
 
The Concepts are the principles of service that have emerged from A.A.’s service accomplishments and  
mistakes made through the years.  The “real power” lies with the Conference, although the GSB has legal 
authority, that authority is tempered by the allocation of donations and the traditions of the conference 
members.  As Bill foresaw the balance of power is thereby maintained resulting in a harmonious coexist-
ence. 
 
Kristin M 
As Bill Sees It, Fellowship Hall. Palm Desert 
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I suddenly realized that today I pray over the same things I used to drink over! 
 

——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous has put people in my life that love me . . . and they don't even HAVE to! 
 

——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous is not a self-help program. It is a help others program. 

Desert Lifeline, July 2023 

AA CUSTOMS VS TRADITIONS 
 

 AA meetings have often different customs such as having 
the whole group chant the Preamble or chant the Chapter five 
readings (No peeking!); some announce the readers names, but 
some simply say: “I have asked a friend to read”  (How distant!); 
some impolitely mock the readings; Most rotate GSRs, Secretaries, 
Chairpersons, Treasurers, but some do not, etc. These rituals are up 
to each group’s conscience. They do not adversely affect other groups or “AA as a whole” so said 
customs do not stand in conflict with Tradition Four.  
 
 However, I believe it is important for me to recognize the difference between AA Customs 
and AA Traditions, e.g.: I recently attended a group where a non-AA member was chairing the 
meeting. This practice violates Tradition One ( Divides group unity); Tradition Five (How can a 
non-alcoholic share their recovery from alcoholism if they do not have alcoholism); Tradition Ten 
(As an AA group we have no opinion on overeating, drug addiction, sex addiction, etc. or whatever 
addiction the non-alcoholic chairperson may have). I believe Tradition Four is violated when it 
conflicts with any of the other of the Twelve Traditions. 
 
 What not to do: A two-year sober member—who seemed to be hanging on by the skin of his 
teeth—was shouted at publicly during the meeting for mentioning another member’s last name.  
This mild mannered man of past retirement age didn’t come back the next week or month, but he 
did return some months later to take a new beginner’s token, but again disappeared. His body was 
found in a room surrounded by whisky bottles shortly thereafter.  
 
 I believe Tradition violations need be explained privately after the meeting.  A newcomer 
who was celebrating his first year told is how he was looking forward for AA to change its name to 
Addictions Anonymous.  I spoke to him softly after the meeting, albeit to deaf ears, but perhaps 
what I said may sink in later. Rather than explain what I think about the Twelve Traditions, I find it 
better to suggest reading about them in the 12x12 and in AA Comes of Age.  
 
 I believe it is important to stand up for our Traditions—not cowardly stop going to a meeting 
where they are being violated—but much tact is in order in so doing.  
            Bob S.  
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I've just realized that I'm bi-lingual. I've spoken English my whole life . . .  
but for the past 22 years, I've been learning the Language of the Heart. Still learning! 

——————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Sponsee: "She called me a smug sanctimonious bitch!" 

 
Sponsor: "I don't think you’re sanctimonious." 

——————————————————————————————————————————————— 
"...and to think that my very life today is because of the pay phone in the lobby of the Mayflower Hotel!" 

Sponsee: "God is working too slowly!" 
 

Sponsor: "God is old. He's slow. Get used to it. If you were that old, you'd be slow, too." 
 

Desert Lifeline, July 2023 

MAAD DOG DAZE 2023 
COME AND BE PART OF THE COMMITTEE!!! 

We are holding the NEXT committee meeting  
 

Sunday July 23rd at: 
Central Office 

35-325 Date Palm Dr. Suite 107 
Cathedral City, CA 92234 

 

2:00—3:00 PM 
 

(Via Zoom) Meeting ID: 924 237 7111 
Passcode: Intergroup 

 

Come help put on this historical local event  

To Show our Newcomers that we are  

NOT A GLUM LOT ! 

Dear God, 
 
Please help me to see other people as you see them, to love other people as you love them, and to 
forgive other people as you forgive them. 
 
And please help me to see myself as you see me, love myself as you love me, and forgive myself as 
you forgive me. 
 
Amen. 
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Sobriety Capital of the World Group  

ABC Club 44359 Palm St. Indio 
 

Friday Night, 8 p.m. 
 

      7/07   -   
  7/14   -   
  7/21   -   
  7/28   -   

Palm Desert Group  

Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert 

Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m. 
     

     7/01   -   Jeanette C.  -  Palm Desert 
  7/08   -   Mike S.        -  Riverside 
  7/15   -   Mike N.        -  Palm Desert 
  7/22  -    Wendy M.    -  Palm Desert 
  7/29  -    Mike S.        -  La Quinta 

Notes on Step Seven 
 

    There was true humility and deep surrender by asking God to “take all of me,” both the “good” and the “bad.”  This was an 

admission that I could not trust myself to differentiate between the two. I almost drank after five months sobriety before 

going into the 12-step process with my sponsor. He wisely pointed out the obvious fact that my mind lied to me—It was not 
to be trusted!  I needed a higher power (God) to see the truth about myself.  What an ego-shattering revelation!   Yet, it was 

necessary to give up on myself and trust God to take over my recovery. Someone said: “Self cannot rid self of self with self. “ 

I often hear long dissertations of what Bill W meant by “shortcomings” and “defects of character” in Step Seven. Though it 
may be impossible to overstate the importance of dictionaries, Bill W uses these words to mean the same thing.  Let us look 
how he came about phrasing Steps Six and Seven: 
 
Page 59, Step Seven: “Humbly asked Him to remove our “shortcomings.”  
Page 76, Step Seven: “I pray that you now remove from me every “defect of character” that stands in the way of my 
usefulness to you and my fellows.” Consequently, it is easy to see that Bill meant for us to absorb these two words as “twins.”  
 
I wondered why the closing word “Amen” was not used in the many prayers of the steps leading up to Step Seven.  It was 
explained to me that this word can be used as a summary of previous connected facts, e.g,:  
 
In Step Three we asked to be relieved of the bondage of self, but we didn’t know what that was. Not complete. No Amen!     
In Step Four we only partially realize the nature of said bondage.  Not complete. No amen!   
In Step Five our sponsor may provide deeper insights of the bondage. Not complete. No Amen!  
In Step Six we become willing to ask God to remove this bondage. Not complete. No Amen! 
In Step Seven, not that we have a much better insight of our bondage and are willing to be rid of our defects and 
shortcomings we are now ready to ask God for help. We have completed the necessary prerequisites. The summary has 
been completed—consequently Bill adds the word, Amen.   
 
So be it. 
 
Bob S.  

Desert Lifeline, July 2023 
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June Puzzle Solution 

Want to get the Desert Lifeline 
delivered directly to you via 

email each month??  
 

 Just follow the link: 
 

https://aainthedesert.org/
newsletter-sign-up-form/ 

 
 

It’s just that easy!!   
 
 

And …….. It’s FREE!!!!!!!!!!!! 

https://aainthedesert.org/newsletter-sign-up-form/
https://aainthedesert.org/newsletter-sign-up-form/
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Desert Lifeline, June 2015 
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