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Desert Lifeline

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City, CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.- Fr.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880

Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

- E manager@aainthedesert.org
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Intergroup Meeting

1ist Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting

3rd Thursday of the month,
6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
Third Sunday of the month, 4: 00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave,

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684
Palrn Desert, CA 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions

Third Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.
Palm Desert
Mailing Address: PO Box 1843
Palm Desert, CA 92261

Mid-Southetrn California Area (MSCA)
PO Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446
Web site: www.msca0%aa.org

The General Service Office, PO Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163
Web site; www.aa.org

Step

We admitted we were powerless'
over alcohol - that our lives had
become unmanageable.

Tradition

Our common welfare should
come first; personal recovery
depends upon A.A. unity.

Concept

Final responsibility and ultimate
authority for A.A. world services
should always reside in the
collective conscience of our
whole Fellowship.

Princinie ONE

Surrender - to give up, abandon, or
relinquish
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NPvember Office Statistics

t

| Meeting Info 80
12 Step Calls 2
Visitors 91
Literature Sales 144
Al-Anon 3
Other 12 Step 2
Miscellaneous 42
Business 28

Answering Service

12 Step 2
Meeting Info 7
Other 4
| TOTAL: 405

Thanks to all who are of service.
You make a difference!

il Central Intergroup Office of the Desert

Board of Directors

Chairman: Ginny P
Vice Chairman: Sid B
Treasurer: Carol C
Secretary: Traci N

Directors
Carole C
Daniel M
Garrett D
Mike M
Rob L

Desert Lifeline Editors: Joan C & David M
Interim Office Manager: David M

Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of
publication in the following month's issue,

Flease submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234,

E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Horemihar 2005

Patrick H. 1
Kristen T. 1
Brian B. 4
Tim H. 4
Enriaue S. 7

-

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.

Mike B. 16
TommyA. Jr. 21
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Want to save some money??

Check out our book “bundles” - ONLY available via our online
store. What are bundles? Just what they sound like—a grouping
of books, packaged together, for a reduced price.

COACHELLA VALLEY HOSPITALS & INSTITUTIONS

As we hear in'the AA Preamble at the start of every AA meeting, “Our primary purpose is to stay sober
and to help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.” ltis listed as a single purpose: to stay sober, AND to
help other alcoholics achieve sobriety. It was helping other alcoholics to achieve sobriety that kept Bill
W. and Dr. Bob sober in the early days of Alcoholics Anonymous. The two are inextricably linked;
carrying the AA message to those that are still suffering helps us stay sober.

The purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous Hospitals & Institutions groups is to carry the message of
Alcoholics Anonymous to the alcoholic who is confined. The Coachella Valley H& Committee offers a
wide variety of opportunities to be of service. There are panels for men and for women in jails and
prisons, recovery facilities, a homeless shelter and mental health facilities from Desert Hot Springs to
Indio. ’

If you are interested in enriching your sobriety and serving on an H&l Panel, call the contact listed for the
panel of your choice. To find out more about all the panels, come to the monthly H&[ meeting on the last
Wednesday of the month at Fellowship Hall in Palm Desert at 6 pm. All are welcomel

'ﬁﬂ@% Volunteers!

7y "g‘-*ifaf Aades me , cur Tdeiagt

AT L . s
et [ Your Central Office is in need of office volunteers to

1 I gt Pred for baits drunk e Me s NN
TN 1t Crewpr, ] keep our doors open, answer phones, assist with

! Evtothaash T o T2 meariay J“;,my stocking and inventory and generally create an
Tar ot cymes ;Zi‘““,h“’ TP DLAK Svmermg) atmosphere consistent with the thought:

I SRRLe T Compniar yoo <oy e “We absolutely insist on enjoying life”

Famt 1Kngr THaT o cwvarsr Y for anyone calling ot walking in our door.

'ﬂm'? Wan¥ cwmvgr,

There are currently openings on:

Mondays & Wednesdays from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Thursdays & Fridays from 1:00 pm to 5:00pm

Please consider these time slots and join us for this
opportunity to be of service to our AA community.
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Central Intergroup Office of the Desert Call Forwarding Program Needs Volunteers!!
GET INTO SERVICE FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME - OR EVEN WHEN YOU’RE OUT TO DINNERI
The pay may be nothing, but the return is priceless!

“Our primary purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.”

The Call Forwarding Program was designed so that any call for help would be answered by an actual
recovering alcoholic and not an answering service. Our aim is to help as many alcoholics as possible.

We need at least 40 volunteers to get started!!

How It Works: After hours, you call and have the phones forwarded to any ﬁumber that you want. Itis
as simple as that!! We average less than one call per day, so each shift should NOT be an
inconvenience and most calls are inquiring about meetings!

Sign up at: http:/faainthedesert.org and click on the TeleService link on the left side of the screen.
Shift Dates/Times:

Monday — Thursday 8pm — 9am (following morning)
Friday 8pm -10am (following morning)
Saturday 1% shift 2pm -10pm

Saturday 2™ shift 10pm ~ 10am

Sunday 15‘ shift 2pm — 10pm

Sunday 2™ shift 10pm — 9am

IT’S HERE! !

The online store is now up and running.
Just follow the links on the web site:
www.azinthedesert.org

You can now order ali of the literature that we sell and either have it shipped to
you or prepared and waiting for you to pick up at Central Office. No more
waiting at Central Office while your order is processed!

Orders to be shipped MUST be charged to a credit card. Orders to be picked up
at Central Office can either be charged or paid for at time of pick-up.

During the week, we will attempt to complete and ship, if necessary, all orders
within 24 hours of placement. On weekends, we will attempt to complete
all orders by Monday afternoon.

Want to save some money?? Check out the “Bundles” in the store. They are groupings
of books sold at a reduced price. They are available ONLY via the online store!
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November Volunteers at Central Office

Brad B Patrick L
Dallas E Paul A
Diane D " John G Madeleine R Peggy M
Dennis H Lori S Mary Ann McL. Roger F
Emil M o - Michael W Steve P
/ Pat W Tracy M

Heidi A

Want to have the Desert Lifeline delivered
directly to you via email each month?
Well, now you can!

Just go to the Central Office website,
www.aainthedesert.org,
and follow the link to sign up.

It's just that easy!!

And ... it's FREEHNHHHTN

O Book of the month 13:900 I
| ‘Pass It On’ '“

m The Story of Bill Wilson and how the A.A. m
message reached the world Q |||

'8 00  Normally $10.00 - this month $9.00 Sg I

[ —_— e e—
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\ January Puzzie
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org '
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December Puzzle Solution
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40™ Annual Ninth District Convention
2014 Planning Meetings

Sundays- 4:00pm at Fellowship Hall
First Sunday of the month (except in July)

1/5/14, 2/2, 3/2, 416, 5/4, 6/1, 7/13 and 7/27/14

* Convention: Auvgust 1 - 3, 2014

New Convention Location: Hyatt Indian Wells

Join us at the planning meetings; meet new friends and have fun in your sobriety.
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Step One
We admitted we were powerless over alcohol - that our lives had become unmanageable.
Hung over again. Remorse as I think, How did T get home? Is the car in the driveway? Why did I take that next

drink whenI was only going to have one? Hair of the dog will help with the pain and shakes. I'll stop tomorrow,
and tomorrow doesn't happen. When did I cross the line and take that next drink into a blackout?

Whether it was through intervention, court, or our loved ones, we came to AA to hear and learn what we can do

to get better. Alcohiol had the power and control, and our lives became unmanageable, which brought FEAR,
ANXIETY, REMORSE and DEPRESSION.

Admitting we had a problem is our first step to RECOVERY.
Rosemary H.

Tradition One
Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity.

The 12 Traditions are AA’s way of kecping our groups strong and healthy as our Steps lay a path of recovery and a
foundation for individual members. The first tradition is all about us sticking together and guaranteeing the unity of the
fellowship. In doing my research for writing about Tradition One, I found this article by Bill. This covers it all, and I
thought it would be betier to reprint than anything I could have written.

Reprinted from the Grapevine, December, 1947

“Each member of Alcoholics Anonymous is but a small part of a great whole. A.A. must continue to live or most of us
will surely die. Hence our common welfare comes (irst. But individual welfare follows close afterward."

Our whole A A, program is securely founded on the principle of humility--(hat is to say, perspective. Which implies,
among other things, that we-relate ourselves rightly to God and to our fellows; that we cach see oufselves as we really
are--"a small part of a great whole." Seeing our fellows thus, we shall enjoy group harmony. That is why A.A. Tradition
One can confidently state, "Our common welfare comes first." Does this mean," some will ask, "that in A.A. the
individual doesn't count too much? Is e to be swallowed up, dominated by the group?” No, it doesn't seemn to work out
that way. Perhaps there is no sociely on earth more solicitous of personal welfare, more careful to grant the individual
the greatest possible liberty of belief and action. Alcololics Anonymous has no "musts.” Few A.A. groups impose
penalties on anyone for non-conformity. We do suggest, but we don't discipline. Instead, compliance or non-compliance
with any principle of A.A. is a matter for the conscience of the individual; he is the judge of lis own conduct. Those
words of old time, "Judge not," we observe most literally. "But," some will argue, "if A.A. has no authority to govern
its individual members or groups, how shall it ever be sure that the common welfare does come first? How is it possible
10 be governed without a government? If everyone can do as he pleases, how can you have aught but anarchy?"

The answer seems to be that we A A.s cannot really do as we please, though there is no constituted human authority to
restrain us. Actually, our common welfare is protected by powerful safeguards. The moment any action seriously
threatens the common welfare, group opinion mobilizes to remind us; our conscience begins to complain. 1f one
persists, he may become so disturbed as to get drunk; alcohol gives him a beating. Group opinion shows him that he is
off the beam, his own conscience tells him that he is dead wrong, and, if he gocs too far, Barleycorn brings him real
conviction, So it is we learn that in matlers deeply affecting the group as a whole, "our common welfare comes first."
Rebellion ceases and cooperation begins because it must; we have disciplined otirselves.

Eventually, of course, we cooperate because we really wish to;, we see that without substantial unity there can be no
A.A., and that without A.A. there can be little lasting recovery for anyone. We gladly set aside personal ambitions
whenever these might harm A.A. We humbly confess that we are but "a small part of a great whole.” - Bill W.

Joe A. — Marauders'Men Stag., St. Margaret’s, Palm Desert
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A.A. was founded onthe premise
that it would be self-supported
thmugh memb-er- camributicns‘
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For those who cant afford it, the Irhportant thing is (o keep cioming back,
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES November Website Usage
New Meeting Unique visitors: 3409
Palm Springs, Came To Believe, Alano Club, 463 W Average visits/day: 205
Dominguez, C B/S, Wed Noon

) Average hits/day: 1,581
Cancelled meeting
Palm Desert, Young and Restless Book Study , Highest # of visits in a day: 247
Fellowship Hall, 45940 Portola, Sunday, 6 PM Highest # of hits in one day: 2253
Location change Total visits: 6.151
The Serenity Group has moved from Cinemas Palme — VSt — .
D'Or in Palm Desert to Date Palm Country Club, 36200 Visits per visitor: 1.8
Date Palm Drive, Clubhouse in Cathedral City. There is He
no meeting the 1st Sunday of each month Total hits: 47,436

Visit: A serles of hits to the website over a specific period of time
Cabazon, New Beginnings, Morongo Indian Reservation by one visitor.

. Hit: A successful request to your web server from a visitor’s browser
has moved to Senior Center 11580 Potrero, 7PM Tuesday for any lype of file, Le. an image, HTML page, an MF3 file, or any oth-

er type. A single web page can cause rmany hits - one for each image

included on the page, ete,

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:30 p.m.

1/04 - Fernando O. Covina CA
1/11 - Fellowship Hall 45th Annual
Anniversary Banquet
8:15 Speaker T.B.A.
1/18 - Sally R. San Bernardino, CA
1/25 - Barbie L. Palm Desert, CA

Sobriety Capital of the World
Indio
Friday Night, 8 p.m.

1/03 - Frank P. Palm Desert, CA
1/10 - Michelle L. Tustin, CA

1/17 -John W. Riverside, CA
1/24 - Pacific Group Van Nuys, CA
1/31—Mignon R. Irvine, CA

Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.
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Conceptl

Final Responsiblily and uitimate suthorily for A.A. world services
shoutd always reside in the colleciive conscience of our whole .
Fallawship.

Alcehidivg Anonymougs has bres celled and upside-down orgarization begause ll'k. Fudifivate Yesg psibaitity
and-finat autherity foc. werld ssndoes” resddes with e groups ~vathier then with thetrogsiees of dwe Germral
Servie Bdard br the Genpral Service Office in Noew Yofk

iy Cancapt | Bill fraces how this came 15 be, Thé Hrat step I 1938 was “the tresition of the trusteeship,”
first ealled the Aleglintic Foundation, enamied in 1954 the Ganaral Sesvites tx'sam Wiyt To perfors the services
ie growips could not da foy hemselvesy2., unilorm literature, Uniiorm pubiis information stiodt’ AN, halping
iR proaps pet stared, shasing with them the expsrients afestabiishad groups, fasidliog plees Tor heip,
puiblishinga nationat reagszirse, und carrying the messags in wther lanpuages arsd in other couniries: Asmvite
sffice was forsad e carry on these functions unday the board's ciraction, Both: the beard and the: offi !CL’_ focked to
the co-fourders Biil.and Tir, ok, for policy feadershig.

In the mitdstof the “osubirant Sheeeds” of eabiy A A T BOR bivanme fatali i-nd B asked, “When O
Bab and | are gone, who would then advise the trustees end the office? The sasvrer, S fslt, was'to ine fraund v the
entlective conztience of the AA. Sroups, But hiow.could the autonomgus, widely seattepnd groups exercise such &
responsinility?

i firat, 15 was decided Bt by an A& Genedal Servce Confaranse that Concdpt s roated in Tragition Two]
awhichistitss:

“Fap U groug uepase ther is put gne ultimate authority =~ & !'w:ngﬁm
a3 He my express Himself in oue groun sonsclince, Gur leadsrs are it wunted
serents; thay do net govam.”

The privwipies of Tradition Twe are drystal-clddr, Filbssients: “The Ad, gr’(s‘«;;’:ya:‘a‘: to b Y final authonity
thesli teadery are 1o be errysted with delegated responsitilities o:;lv:" ¥ b wmﬂc wwid c.e.rmrcf fenapinecan
organimtion ven this way bt Bifcalls & “a sphitusiied *«;xz»tr charecterized by encughsptightenaient, gl
respofiaibiiity, s enough love of man sod of Sod o'inalire that Gurdemonracy of worldiservice will work,.™ ”

Lok, AA is organtzed upside down! The Waorld will oever inderstand?
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Faithful Fiver Contributors
for November 2013

JOIN THE FAITHFUL FIVERS!

“When we meet and defeat the temptation
to take large gifts, we are only being prudent.
But when we are generous with the hat, we give
@ token that we are grateful for our blessing
and evidence that we are eager to share what
we have found with all those who still suffer.”
s Bill W.

®  Reprinted from The Languoge of the Heart with
permission from the AA Grapevine, Inc.

We've had a total of 16 contributions
to the Faithful Fivers
so for this fiscal year -

Fiscal year is July 1 - June 30.
Totaling $2,191.00!!

Yes! Please en=ro" me as a

Faithful Fiver!
I agree to pledge!
Here is my contribution of
$__  for months

Name
IAddress
City State Zip
Phone
Emnail :

Please make your checks payable to:
Central Office

And mail to:
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City, CA 92234

What are Faithful Fivers?

Faithful Fivers are A.A. members who graciously pledge to
contribute at least five dollars each month to support
Central Office in its efforts to carry the A.A. message of hope
and recovery to those alcoholics who still suffer in the
Coachella Valley. As a Faithful Fiver, your personal
contribution can and will make our vital services possible.

The Faithful Fiver idea came about when we remembered
that we wasted much more than five dollars each morith
during our drinking days. Your contribution will help Central
Office provide the services necessary to carry the message
of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Faithful Fiver members who pledge at least $5.00 per
month annually will receive, if they so choose, a
subscription to our monthly newsletter, The Desert
Lifeline.

Contributions are limited to $3,000 per member per year*
and are tax deductible under Internal Revenue Code: § 501
()3

*Page 9—Self-Support Pamphlet

You can also contribute to the Faithful Fivers via credit card on the web sitel

. Wy ——r———
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Obumdight G Che OBpint
29" Annual

AA aserr O men'’s SBanquet
Sunday, March 9, 2014

4:00 - 5:00 pm — Registration/Reception
5:00 - 7:00 pm - Dinner
7:00 ~ 8:00 pm ~ Speaker

Renaissance Esmeralda Resort & Spa
Emerald Ballroom -44-400 indisin Wells Lane, Indian Wells, CA
$43 per person — Reservations Required

Appropriate dinner attire please

NO tickets wilt be sold at the door. 16 seats per table maximum.
Ta sit together, registration forms & pavment must be raturned tozether.
Free seif-parking is provided in'garage at rear of property

Registration infarmetion contact.™Betsy §. 760-409-4011

lete one form per person ~ sae revarse side for additlonal forins
Fauli Narme:

Name on Badge: Dinner 5
43.00

Maiting Address:

*Donation &

Cikys Zip Total $
Erail: Bhone: o
i
Vagatarian maal? Tahle Head: # In Party:
YES § NO {Plaase
Circlel

* To donate ticket(s) or portion of, making it possible for “women’in nead” o attend,
please note the amount of your donation above,

Payment must be received no later than Friday, Febrary 28,2014
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* Central Qffice of the Deserd Centrai Difice of the Degert
Profit & Loss YT} Comparison Profit & Loss YTD Comparison
Moveniber 2013 Hoysmber it .
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Iofsrunt xda prE R AL Herd ' 1287 A G
gneszoun & Sorvied Sonleih, £1L50 R0, Satas Experane (COGS)
Sglenlsnste Lot
Ulrratie s Sidus Basks
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Mizcefianeuts 1559 E-R 4% Totad Sonks 325010 13284 57
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-Sthackiey 150,51 28574 o P ] A3 4%
Yats} Litbsalre Salns AETES 74081 65 frzeandnry Adjuters oot A
Wadalitany Yot Wise FAE A55.60
Surtdonan Meudiifivig A7E3 200 Pm?,r‘"}; 1695 S
Broae oo mams S P R R
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“Totét Sslag b I T i A e
Tatal troriue YiaEag  TTTVIRGRET Maasiionan Modallors
tsuas Proft 5,19 FECEE G4 Cost a8, 129585
T8 Arsdnum Macdtions 2N TAUS 4
Expare Ersnns Mudathn:
Avswering Ssvieg 4463 AW ot 21508 1218497
Bank Chirges Tntal Brenze Medattinns F5.99 1216.2¢
Refurngdd Chack Qi TR0 Tiiplate Medslitung
Hand Chistses « Cthuy 286 0 s 674 1,382 47
Folel Bank Clurgey pae] 12,358, Tolsd Tpixa Bedatiang KRS VHAT AT
Camipitar Tolat Meigiione BTG £203,52
Dint wlBSL 3050 1B Bhigping s harefhag B 1955
Pil% w0 Bupplias e 235 Sénrisny cesis
wenstln Gos FT445, vt 3% 67
Totod Computar X o5 6t ot Bavriety sactts —
Comurtimyeundrassing Srpenses “Fotdl Baaew Eapenpey ILVGSE FEEEIRA
P ) LatosTax s, B Y
Bratitedo Ponar N o saq 24
Raaim Rents Y 35000 :::;‘:; “';_’;’:"""' St .l
Total Grawkeide Thiewes G2 P ERLG Tax Prapar st a6 Tz
Tt CorvertimbFandalshog Sxpenses 263 15000 VHlisies P
Cradt Sard Fees H1.iit 143 35, Totdl Expatse R
Degreeciatior: Bat Orawsry frcoens Tax.6a
VEgreciation - Copler VA28 RIS | el i ey
Dapteciagen - Legdehbablimpday 91,42 LR
Totd Drprasiztion 16865 44325,
Neupaw Edation WEZY 243348

“I've been more wrong frying to be right than if | had just been wrong to begin with.”

“Alcohol was to me what spinach was to Popeye.”

“Maturity emerges when you can listen empathetically to someone’s tale of woe and not respond

with a description of your own.”

E}
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Central Office of the Besert
Group Coniributions

November 2013
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Central Dffice of the Desert
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TOTAL RELTRE] 30.242,44

89 out of 238 groups contributed to Central Office so far this fiscal year.
That represents 37.39% of the meetings in the Coachella Valley.
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“Some people are so successful in AA that they turn out to be almost as good
as they used to think they were when they were drinking.”

“One alcoholic talking to another......one equals one.”

“Alcoholism is the only disease that tells you you're all right.”

“When people try to controt their drinking, they have already lost control.”
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